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Nox DEN FRUIT: 
0 OK 


A FREAVTIESE 


Of the Tree of Knovvledge of Good 
| * Ev, Wich amt ilic nrit,oc 45 
"1 yet all Maukind doe eate death. 


Moreoper, 


How at this day it is forbidden to every 
one as well as to Adam, And how 11s 
Tree, that is the wiledome of the Serpene 
planted in Adm, is that great image, 

If and that many beaded Beaſt; mentioned 

ia Daniel and the eApecalyps , whom 44 
| the whole world doth wor(hip. | 
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LASTLY, 

Hase ii ſh:wed what is the Tree of Life, cen⸗ 
trary to the wiſdome , 1ghteonſnefie, and 
knowledge of all mankind : Muh 4 
deſcription of the Majeftic and 
nature of Gods Word, 


By AUGUST: ELUTHENIUS, 
$ - Tranſlated out of Lot ine into Eogliſh. | 
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CHAPTER TI, 


What is the Tree of K novvledge of 
Good and Evull. 


W.1! not much contend 
z” with them that would 
have the Trre of Knows 
dg e Good ana Exil, 
ao ding as it is in the 
Scriprures to be a NN a+ 
ta Tree, which being 

planted in Paradiſe, had that nature de- 
ra unto ir,that who lhould eate 
there: f, their eyes ſhould be opened to 
view (hemſelyes,and they be made Gods, 
and lo know both Good and Evill : per- 
haps God would teach Adam both in- 
werdly and outwardly , and what bee 
forbad or taught bim inwardly in his 
beart , that he would propole outwardly 
to bis eyes for greater teſtimony: but yet 
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CHAPTER TI. 


What ts the Tree of K novvledge of 
Good and g pill. 


Wi not much c :ntend 
» with chem that would 
have the Trre of Knows 
edge Good ana Exil, 
 ari 0 ding as ir is in the 
Sctiptutes to be a Na- 
ta“ Tree, which being 
planted in Paradiſe , had that nature de- 
vinely given untoit,that who (hould eate 
there: f, their eyes ſhould be opened to 
view themſelyes,and they be made Gods, 
and lo know both Good and Evill : per- 
haps God would teach Adam both in» 
werdly and outwardly , and what bee 
forbad or taught bim inwardly in his 
beart , that he would propole outwardly 
to bis eyes for greater teſtimony: but yet 
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4 The forbidden Fruit. 
L defi - of the n,ths: they would grant this 
umu me, that as the thing was done out- 
wat ally, (o the ſame to have bappened ia - 
wardly ia the heart of Adam, that there hee 
was tempred by the leed of the Serpent to 
bave the guiding of bis owne will and na- 
ture, not to be ſo void of knowledge and 
act on, as to be ſubordinate unto God. That 
I ihould (othinke,two reaſons or caules doe 
eſpecially move mee. 

The 1. is, that the Seed of the Woman 
was to breake the head of the ſeed of the 
Serpent ; bur as a naturall and living Ser- 
pent, whole head was broken, of that Seed 
we doe notreade of any: but as even 
then the Seed of the woman was ſpiritually 
io the heart of Adam, ſo in the ſame manner 
was the ſeed of the Serpent, for man at the 
firſt was created good, not of God but of 
nathing , and for that cauſe doth be turne 
bimſelte alwayes from God , and bend 
downewards to bis owne nothing and 
vanity againe ; which nothing I with the 
auncient Fathers, but eſpecially Tawlerm, 
doe judge to be ſinne, Satan, deatb, & hell; 
and this perhaps was that devill, inbabitiog 
in Adam, as allo in Lucifer, 

The other reaſon is this, which the ſcrip- 
cure 
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; The forbidden Fruit, 
ture doth teſtiße of the Citie of God and 
the Heavenly leruſalem, that Paradiſe to 
be in us: but God alone Na bis omnipotent 
| Word is our Paradiſe, the Tree of Life, and 
| the Temple wheria we iababit, walk, ſerve, 
| . as wee are on the other part the 
emple of God and his Paradile, In like 

mafier the Bea/t(which even now the whole 
world both great and {mall ) doe worſhipp 

in their beatts, of which the ſcriptures make 
mention inthe Apocalips , as allo the Tree 

of knowledge ot Good and Evil is io us, for 

the exterior world, & whatſoever eutward. 

ly is to be ſeene or is done, 1s onely an acci- 

dent and a certaive ſignifying igure ot the 

true and interior nature: and there is no- 
thing true io all thoſe things which are ſeen 

with the eye, that is ſubftantiall ; for it be- 
boveth that the forme of this World periſh, 
becauſe it is nothiog elſe but an imaginary 
world, and a figure of the right true eternal 

and by it ſelfe the conſtant world ; therfore 

it is expedient that all theſe things in their 
courſe be done over againe, which through- 
ont all the Bible are related outwardly and 
ſiguificantly to have beene done, and yet to 

this day after their manner, the Hiſtorie of 


the Bible, Mepſes, and the Prophets, are ſpi 
| | A} b 
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6 The forbidden Fruit, 
ritoally and truely of force, but all things 
arc brought into the truth by Chrift, and it 
it is expedient,th# all the prophecies, which 
have been from the beginniog of the world, 
which God bath ſpoken by the mouth of 
his Saints, de againe reiterated : Therefore 
that Tree was nothing elſe then the nature, 
will, knowledge, and life of Adam, whereof 
he ought not to eat. T hat is not to attribute 
any part of it to hinge. Bur freely and 
willingly ſut mitt binileife to God; and 
koow nothing but what G d would know 
in him; doe ning but wt at God would 
de in bin; peske n thing but what God 
would (pc ake in bim, &c, Wnereby wild. 
cut ay impediment Cod might exerciſe 
bis Kingdome,wil!, nature, and power in 
bim, that being void of will, wiſdome, nd 
koowledge, be might bave notbing of his | 

Owne, ur arr« gate apy thing to bimſe lf, this 
God would, this was plesfiog to him, and 
thus be commaunded, To this opinion th 
G Divinity alcents : Theologia Gore | 
marita, 3 cap. W bich (eith that this tres 
is nothing clic but our owne will & knows, 
ledge, of which alone iv the Earthly Para- 
dife of the world of our hearts, we are not 

deo cate, but acount it as forbidden , unleſſe 

we 
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The forbidden Pruins 9 
we defire to dye, or eate death from it. And 
now when Adam was fallen, and had eaten 
of this tree, then was it planted in bis heat, 
& the lame was derived into all his boughes 
and fruit, ſo that tbe lame caſe, word, pre« 
cept, and interdic, i: common (0 all his po- 
ſterity, we all dave eaten death, vvhoſoe vet 
ate in Adam, and this uncorreQed poy lun 
bave vve received from the Serpent, being 
evil Egges of an ev. ll Bud, 

Hence may every man eaſily perceive, 
bory each man is the greateſt enemy to 
himſelfe,and yybat bee ought to eſtee me of 
bimſelfe,bis vvill and underſtandiog, vviſ- 
dome and knowledge, ſince it is the Coun 
ſell, ſeede, wildome, koowledge and head 
of the Serpent, which by Cut id is to bes 
brcken in our hearts: it behoveth that all 


# things (»bich Circumcifi-o in the old, and 


Baptiſme in the new Covenant doth ſignify} 
which ate bereditary and naturell from As 
dam ſhould dye in us : that we ſhould la- 
bour to unlearne, and put of all things, 28 
if they were death and the devil! ; that is 
our will, wildome, and righteog'nefſe, & e. 
with which as with figleaves Adam firove 
to cover himſelfe : for this is ſiane, and the 
Rioge of liage and death, that is co cate of 
a As this 
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The felidden Fruit; 
this forbidden Tree, and to arrogete eu 
thing ts a mans ſelfe, as bis will, nature, 
and underſtanding , or himtelfe ; But alas, 
alas who knowes this r belee ves this, who 
abandons or is weary of his owne will, un- 
derſtandinꝑ, or knowledpe, v hen will men 
give a farewell to then: : Give a Farewt 
lay J. why every one delights bin ſelte n 
bis own imaginations, & ſœeeily flumbriog 
recreats his ſoule in his own wildom,knows- 
ledge, workes, &c. the Tree is fayre to the 
eye, aud plealant t the rat: Here ail man- 
kinde as Adam bimtelte doe taſte death; 
But yet no man knowes, no man thirkes of 
this, bur every man judgeth it tobe right, 
and the fi ſh eſteemetb it to be the Tree of 
L fe, That is to follow its owne pl-aſure 
and opinion of Good, which is falle: To 
know much, to hide out much, tolearne 
mary ſciepces, and finally to become a God; 
Neither due any conſider , that this was 
Adams eftate aud morlell, that bitter motſel 
of death. 

How doe we ſpeake and talke of Adams 
miſery, and yet not marke that the ſame is 
freſhin us; We can talke of his eating, and 
wonderfully deteſt it, when notwithſtand- 
ing we doe the lame that be did. 


O man 


The forbidden Fruis 5 
D man, u ho arr thou that thus prepareſt a 
affe for ihine owe {houlders , and pro- 
zounceft a Sentence apgainft tby ſelfe, while 
thou condemneſt thy Father Adam, and 
yet conſ1lereft not that thou thy ſelfe art 
enlnated in bis Nett. 

Here propound and conſider what our 
will is,our knowledg is, our dom is, &c, 
in which wee ſo inſolently buaft our lelves, 
yea and by which we imagine and ſuppoſe 
that we can come upto God , when not- 
withſtanding ic is nothing , nothing elſe 
but death it felfe,and the bitter Fruit of the 
forbidden Tree, 

Is there any amongſt all men who undere 
ſt ind this > Who can away with this> To 
deny, put off, fearefull to reft in their one 
will, wiſdome, koowledge,8&c. No: doe 
not moſt chuſe and extoll them as true gold 
and Eternall Lite, when notwithfſtandin 
they are nothing but Eternall death. 


The farbidden Fruit] 
CHAP, 11, 
Why the Trae of knovuledge of good 


and En * 67 4 G40. 


1 may be ecafily anſwered 'y hat 
which bath beene de fore related. Gd 
(as right it is) would be in us both L 1d 

a d Mater; and in the ſame, will uke, 
d. e love, mitt. thirke, Bec, tket fore ſhould 
v e he tree from al theſe things of this Kind: 
ſo that we ſhould know, ot due nothing, but 
what G. d himlelfe would know and dos 
in us. Which reaſon even agaioft irs will, 
duth cunfelle tu de equity to him that con- 
clues and proves it by ttueth; for what is 
m re eq 1a!l then that the Potter have ſo full 
a D,mi.40n. over bu pers, that none of them 
challenge any the leaſt authority to themes 
ſelves, ſince they were not their oe mi. 
kers; the ſame is out condition: God alone 
is called the God of underftanding, knows 
ledge, wildome, & c. whcrefore bee alone 
will know all chings ia us , and by conſe- 
quence nothing but himlelte g if therefbre 
any man will taſte of the Forbidden Fruit, 
and ſo kgow himlſclfe, be made a _— of 
Ms. 


; 
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'mſelfe,ſtand upon bis owne bottome, ud 
o be his One God 3 it is dec. ſſary that. 
vgether with Lacifer, he fall into the h. ll of 
death, and like the Dragon be caſt downe 
from Heaven, becauſe the Fruit of that For 
biddea Tree is death, Wherefure G d 
would know onely bimſelfe io us , and 
for that cauſe would have one to know ro 
other ſcience, efteemipg this only nece (ar 
to life: and will reach the fame to vs, it ſo 
be we will obediently attend him: That is 
know onely God,praile him, pray to , and 
beste him, which things 1 fay be bimſelfe 
would worke in the obedient : For this 
caule the Wiſe Man faith: (idem 5.) 
„Lord to know thee and nnderftand rhee 
is all righteouſneſſe. In which bee juſti- 
fies many, and by conſequence much more 
„ his owne: Let not the Wiſe Man boaſt 
„ bimſelf in his wiſdom, nor the firong Man 
„ in is ſtrength, but in this let every man 
„ boaſt that he knowes me , 7/ap.53. Ju. 9. 
W ich thing Gd by the mouth of bis owne 
Chrift, Jeb. 17. calleth Eernall Life ; For 
from this knowledge , rote, and Tree of 
Life, proceeds all wbarſoever cad be called 


ted or is trugly goody This is oy 


- 


2 5 2 21 — 
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CHAP, 11. 
N. . 41 3 


Pri at g * \ 
5 Ilene vn 


mm 

aD 

chal 3 

ſelves 5 unee they were not their one mi. 

kers; the ſame is out condition: God alone 

Is called the God of underftanding, knows 

ledpe, wiſdome,&c. whcrefore hee alone 

will kde all chings in us , and by copfe- 

quence nothing but himlelte 3 if therefore 

any man will taſte of the Forbidden Fruit, 

and ſo kgow himſelfe, be made 8 —_ of . 
Qs. 
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'mſelfe,ſtand upon his owne bottome, and 


0 be bis one Gud ; it is nec« ſlary that, 
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"Himſelf in his wiſdom, nor the firong Man 
„ in iis ſtrength, but in this let every man 
„ boaſt that he knowes me , 7/ap.53. Ju. 9. 
W dich thing G«d by the mouth of bis 0wae 
Chrift, Jb. 17. calle ch E Life ; For 
from this knowledge, tobte, avd Tree of 
Life, proceeds all whatſoever cav be called 


good of ia uuf goody This is "uy 
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CHAP. 11. 


Why the Trae of knovuledge of gud 


and Erb 1 UL 


1 may be eafily anſwered 'y hat 
which bath beene before related, Gd 
(as ripht it is) old be in us both L 1d 

a d Matter; and ig the lame, will wurke, 
d. e love, mitt. thirke, Bec, therfore ſhuuld 
we he fre from al theſe things of this Kind: 
ſo that we ſhould know, or doe nothing, but 
what Gd himlelfe would know and doe 
in us. Which reaſon even againſt its will, 
duorh cogfeſſe tu be equity to him that cones 
clues and proves it by tructh ; for what is 
m re eq all then that the Potter hav: (0 jul 
Di over bu pe, that none of them 
challenge any the leaſt authority to theme 
ſelyes, ſinee they were not their oe my. 
kers; the ſame is out c dition: God alone 
is called the God of underftanding, knows 
ledge, wildome,&c. whcrefore bee alone 
will know all chings in us , and by copfe- 
quence nothing but himſelte g if therefore 
any man will taſte of the Forbidden Fruit, 
and ſo know himlelfe, be made a Gone of 
Qs 
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'mſelfe,ſtand upon bis owne bottome,and ' 

o be his one God ; it is nec«ſlary that 

od ether with Laciſer, he fall into the h. ll of 

death, and like the Dragon be caſt downe 

from Heaven, becaule the Fruit of that For- 

biddena Tree is death, Wherefore G-d 

4 {would know onely bimſelfe in us, «ed 

4 bor that cauſe would have one to kοmůi ro 

other ſcience, eſſeemipg this only nece (ſary 

4 ro life: and will teach the ſame to us, it ſo 
be we will obediently attend bim: 1 bat is 

know onely God,praile him, pray to , and | 

beare him, which things 1 ſay be bimlelfe 

would worke in the obedient : For this 

caule the Wiſe Man faith: ( Wiſdom 5.) 

„Lord to know thee and under tand rhee 

1 14 all righteouſne ſſe. In which bee juſti- 

fies many, and by conſequence much more 

„ his owne: Let not the Wiſe Man boa 

„ bimſelf in his wiſdom, nor the firong Man 

„ in is ſtrength, but in this let every man 

„ boaſt that he knowes me , 7/ap.53. Ju. 9. 

W bick thing Gd by the mouth of bis owns 

Chrift, 100. 17. calleth E Lie; For 

from this knowledge , tobte, and Tree of 

Life, proceeds all whatſoever cav be called 


good x i ragy goody Thy i co nel 
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= The forbidden Fruit; 
and true Keyof Day:d , which ſo opengt 
that no man ſhuttetb, & e. 


CHAP. III. 
Of the abuſe of all things, he « 


things are ancien iO the nile as, fleſh: yea tboſe 
things which in themſilva are cleant ; 
and ber fore that curious fleſh de. 


ſireth io know much; and on the 0 
contrary,how mem, ought to 0 
know not hin g but God, t 
and for God, and uſe F 

all things in God, h 


# þ HAT loft nature of man, who in the N. 
Scripture is called the Fleſt , is ao in- 
ſtrument ſo impotent to al thiogs,ſo vile, 8e 
obſcure,that it knows neither to have, ſpeak 
or doe any thing. but abuſeth and defileth ir 
by touching, becauſe he converts all things 
(which are from God, in whom truely _ 
are) to himſelf as his proper owne: althboug 
hee ought never to be his owne, No not in 
that which is bis o e, but therein to bee 
{ubie& to God, Neither ought be to chal» 
lere robimielte that wiſdore nad know; 
cogs 


The forbidden Fruit; 13 
ge that is in bim; but to have all thiogs 
e in bis God , as if be bimſelfe bad them 
t. But tbis he doth not; but arrogates 
mſelfe to bimſelfe, and will needs be, 
ve, and know bimſelfe, and this is the fall 
d degeneration of Adam, and his poſteri- 
in, and with all things with them. 
Againe, the true and onely uſe with, and 
all thiogs,is thus: God would that Adam 
hould know nothing but what hee would 
ow in him, hould be nothing but what 


would be in him; ſhould doe nothing 4 
t what he would doe in him; ſhould bave 
othiog but what hee would have in bim; 


his would not Adam, but all tbole things 
e arrogated to himlelfe , as bis owne , or 
ather be himſelf would be all theſe things; 
bis is the fall of Adam,and the abule of all 
bings in all things, by all mankinde, to the 
nd of the World, 
The abuſe is, I ſay, to arrogate any thin 
o mans ſelte, as his — — to "ofſeſſo 
he lame freely, as though he bad rhem not 
Nut to ſteale aud uſe them from God,in and 
V himſelfe, As for Example: if bavin 
oney, Wife, Children, knowledge, li 
ſelfe,yea my ſolfe, ] challenge theſe ro my 


le 25 Dy owne, 3 
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14 The forbidden Fruit, 
Bur ſince God exact: them, if followes t 


I would therfore d- taine the m, and as am 
as in me is, not yeeld chem unco , ik. 
&nict my mind uato them, that | may keel 
detend , and never loſſe or forlake the 
(when notwithſtanding they are Gods | 
not mine) this is the Fell of Alum and ir 
theif:,being tbe abuſe of al things inbred Wh 
the fleſh: uatill man be tranſlated into, 
new kinde of eſtate or condition, hett. 
fore it is behoove full that we be borne a new, 
doe vomitt up the Fruit of the Tree hþ 
Knowledge of Good and Evill : And «ih 
theſe things which wee bheviog ſtolen fron, 
God as thee ves, doe challenge to our ſelve 
and ſo forgetting them reftore them again 
to God; this cruely is the treſurtection aui. 
converſion of Adem; and by this meanes oth 
lone (hall the Fall of Adam be repaired Why 
amended, | 
Therefore the true and onely uſe of 
things, kn. wne al ne to the regenerate ar 
new manis this: That I be altogetber fre 
from all hang, and alohe ſubiect to God? 
and being void of dame, will, and kno 
ledge,&c,remaine nothing in my lelfe, ne 
Yindicate,deliver,or claime any thing to my 
lelte(becauſe whatlocyer ] have, am, know 


, - - 
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de, &c. all ere of God,) do more then the 
w doth for ber milke , the Tree for It 
alt. he Bird for its long; bur wholy refer- 
ing all things to God, and have, know, doe 
ove, and be notbing but in him; Thus tle 
deemed, free, and perfeAChriftians, have, 
now doe, &c. all things they poſlefle,wife, 
W@hildren, life, koowledge , wildome, ſub. 
dance, & e. yea and tbemſelves altogerber 
reely in the Lord : neither doe they attri- 
dure any thing to themſelves ; even as if 
hey were potbirg , bad nothing, knew vo- 
bing; for they know that God it is, who is, 
barb, knowes , and doth all thoſe things 
hich they are, K how, or doe; lo the Cbti- 
ian hath h.s wife is the Lord, that is dotll 
of challenge ber to bimſelfe as hizvwoe, 
ut freely de ſigneth her to God, whole (he 
5s , and from whom ſhe is lent unto him, 
Iv hom be is willing to rt ſtore whenſoever it 
(hel pleaſe God ro requir her, & ag be ne vet 
chollevgetb ber to bimſelfe as Bis owne, 
<Y even ſo be ever erjoyes her in God, and In, 
Jer d for God, loves ber;T bis Paul & David 
tolls it. o firg, . have id the 
3 that is to re * 
bim ve, have, bee, doe ings, 
in bim, know, love, have, bee, do. — 


uce all things unto God, 
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neither detract any thing from God as my 


owne and right, b 

And whoulvever bave not thus their 7 
knowledge, Wife, Children, and themſelves tt 
ia the Lord , they off. ad in this: becauſe & (1 
they love them, it being a carnall Love out ¶ u 
of God ; And ſo farte are all things wncleany Y 1. 
to the wncleary, that even his prayers are ſia i; 
goto him, yea bis praiſes of God, Faſts, Ora» it 
tions, Supplications , God d-(pilerh accor- p 
ding to the Prophet: And although hee be d 
bountifull to the paore , yet he doth it ia . 
vaine. Breefly , what be d. th, he duthitia i. 
vaine, it is not pleaſi g but diſpleaſing unto Y y 
God: Whether hee love or hate bis Wife, Ir 
Children, and N-ighbours , whether bee f 
chyde or pray, all things are uncl-ane unto i. 
bim, Wife, Children, Feilds, Lands, Money, | a 
112 fame,infamy , lite, death, , 
nowledge, learning , yea God bimſelfe, 1b 
And laftly, he is — & for any thing that is f 


good. By bimlſelfe, be is evill, ſinfult, and 
nething, And what ſhe w of goodneſle ſo- 
ever is in bim, it is ſtained by an hypocriti- 
call eye and affect on ; Therefore ics no 
matter what he bath, knoweth, or doth, hee 
is a Veſſell of no price, an evill Tree; unpro - 
a fitable 
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J willing to _—_ with that, 


The forbidden Fruit, 1g 
table for any good worke , fince both 
bis mind and conſcience is depreved, 

Thertore before al things tis necetlaryy 
that with Nu 0d mw they be torn again, 
that al chings with them may bee nnew 
unto them, the fl ih mutt he changed ins 


tothe pn, & ſo crale to be fle. For it 
is lo impure and every wzy fefrrous of 
its one gaine, aud loinfeted and de- 


praved with the poylon of ſiane, hat it 
draweth all things to it ſelte, ſeekerbit 
lelte in all things, and arrogateth that to 
it lelte as its owoe, which it k nowech, lo- 


verb, or doth, and bath all things under a 


falle pretence,6 out of a love to it ſelfe. 
Neither doth it love any thiog but what 


is pleaſant and profitable for it ſelfe. But 
2 Chriftian loveth an unprofitable, ſicke, 
and loathlome Wife for God, and hath 
ber not for his pleaſure or proſit only, but 
for Gods will & pleaſure. 


The natutall and fleſhly men doth no- 


| thing but out of a loye to bimſelfe, and 
# whatſoever be doth, be hath an eye and 


teflecteth upon bimlelfe, and in whe: be 
ſees, be can finde to delite himſelſe in, be 


H | 
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H-nce it is the the boule of ſorrow, 
p verty, auth nent, troubles, (1. Kae ſles 
and repreh eſi us, and whatſoever hee 
ſecs Hat ſh unto him 3 be hates n leſſe 
then ih! D. vill doth the croſſe of Chrift 
J-tu-; But whatſoever is exc lle ut, great, 
ple aut, bewiifull, &c. to this he cleaves 
8+ fitt as the clay to tbe wheele; Whereby 
he mi enjoy waat be (aw and deſired in 
them, | 

Breefly , he doth nothing but out of & 
love o himlelfe, and in what be dotb bee 
challengeth the chiefe part to bimſelfe; 
Je, hat in all his actions both withGod 
and Main, be reſpects nothiog but bis 
owne profit! and pleaſute, hien if be be 
d-prived off, he looſeth bis cheet fulneſſe 


and alacrity af ſpitit, and becoms ſorow- 


full & delifts ry worke any further, what 


therefore can be done by lach a mau e 


this but what is uncleanc, 
Bur the regenerate man being borne 


of G d. doth quite caatrary in all his ac+ | 


tions, he is defirous of the common pro- 
f t. being altogetbet (o affected and dil- 
p-led a» God nis Father; He doth no- 
thiog but muſt treely lubiected unto 
God, 
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God , ſuffieth him to doe d care for 
all chings in him ſo ibat it full · wes that 
in this man is the meere nature & work 
of G; ind he or rather Co i in bim te- 
paires tu the humble pure, ficke, and to 
to thoſe that are in the houſe of ſorrow, 
to help nad comfort the: by whatſoev=c 
God bath either given him, or doth work 
in him as his ſubſtance, milke, and conloe» 
lation, and in all thoſe things be lookes 
up an other thing but only God; who 
rut er in him only lookes upon himlelte; 
Neither is it the Man, but God is the 
Maus, who commanicateth to other ne- 
ce ſſities, loves, prayes, heares, worlhipps, 
bonours,wills,and puſſefſetb., 

Thirdly, Adam would know, and ther- 


fore labours for much knowledge, and lo 


Eats of the forbidden Fruit, that he may 


live and become a great one, every God; 


and for this only cad the whole World 
now a dayes applies it ſelfe to all ſtudies; 


{ becauſe it defires not to dye lo obſcuritie 


and oblivion, but to live and fl »rilb,not 
in the lower degrees of eſtimati n, but 
in the chiefeft ſeate of reputati.n aud 
konour, and with all to kaow all cbings 

B 2 thax 
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4bat pofſible it can, that ſo it may be 


wade tamous , aud thereby be gl..rinzd 
and deligbred therein; wherefure every 
diy he s orks more ard more to encreaſe 
bis knos ledge, by which he may be more 
ard more emminent, greater, and more 
I ke unto God, that if it were poſhble to 
know m re then God , that with La- 
ci e be might be equall with him; But 
that this ambition" was the fall of Zacifer 
no man will conſider; but every man in 
tholc prolecutions, d:\putarions and ſtu- 
dies for knowledge ſeeketh for life, when 
indeed there is in them nothing bur bit- 
ter death; which both in Lucifer, as allo 
in Adam moſt manifcſtly doth ap- 
Peare, 

Truely it is a wonder that of this for- 
bidden Tree of Death ; every man {hould 
be ſo mach dclirous to tate; Gods will is 
that we know nothing , but what he will 
kn.w,write,and teach in us; and that be- 
ing void of all knowledge, prudence & 
wiidome in our (elves , wee become 
foles, wee remaine under him as fooles 
and babes; but we buſie our lelves about 
the obtaining of many thuulands of 

Scien- 
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Sciences , and treaſure them up unto 
our ſelves, as if in them our life conſiſted, 
that ke to God wee are ignorant uf 
nothing, and all fleſh deſiretu cather to 
be like unto Ged then to Chrift. 

But onthe contrary, Gods will it is, 
that before this bee, we as Chriſt was, be 
deprived of every thing that is our own, 
and be wholy ſubiect unto him: Have, 
know, doe, love, bee nothing, but what 
God hath, knowes, doth, loveth,is in us; 
For by this privation and denyall, will 
God draw vs uato himſelfe , mike us 
like God , and teach al men wil- 
dome in him, and not out of theme 
lelves. | 

Therefore the knowledge of Chriſt 
in Men is quite contrary onto this; 
For hee hath knowne nothing , doth, 
or wills to know nothing, but onely 
God , this is his rej -yciog , for this 
only cauſe doth hee learue ſciences, or 
rather doth God in him; And to 
this with all his endeavoure and 
ſtrength doth hee apply bimſelfe: that 
as in Adam bee was made( ometbing , 
Bg *- oven 
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even ſo in Chriſt and with Chrift he may 
be brought to nothing againezand all hug 
knoal:dpge and ſcieners, even as it were 
foul:{hns & deadly p yo, he may vo- 
mit up ag4ine,& eſtæem as vothing; tat | 
be may w pe out uf the tables of bis heart 
all human arte gancie, having action, | 
knuwledye aud icience : to the «nd that 
no ting may remaine there, but only that 
wich Gd teacherh and by his owne 
finger writerh, 

Bree fle, atrue Chriſtian is a ce tame 
bare neksd thi g,who with Some 10s 
nothing but his, that. be knoxes 105 
In theſe bl pd and urknowing fooles, G d 
will gnom all hg if lo ii be, man kao 
bow to empty bimſelte, and to caft away 
the ha! enes of his old ragges ; But the 
fl ii for this onely cauſe dith learue that 
it may be lometbiog „ or rather be all 
things, know, have, and due all things; 
wheras the ſpuĩtual man learn: s only for 
this cauſe,that befor God he maj be made 
dv! bing to bimſel & all other creatures 
whatſoever,thar thereby God may be all 
things in him: know, have, doe, love, and 

live ia him ; ibis is behoovefull to bee 
knowne; 
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knownezthis 1s be true ule of all tbir ge, 
and for this only end ought we to labour 
to know any thing, 

4 But every ſteſpiy minded man., who 
at belongs to tbe Kingdome of Satan, and 
it Iyes captivsted under his power, thinks 
D, farre otherwile ; and deferdeth quite 
it contrary; and therefore is in the fight of 
ae God foohſhnes, wickednes, ſinne, and Sa- 


c tan; From whence it is that he efte-meth 
their wildome to be fouliſhnes, their lite 

to be death, end righteouſnefle ſinde, ac- 

* F oounting their love 90 bettet then ha; 

; trod. 

« Fourthly, the natorall man hath many 

4 


d wife, Childrev, life, riches, knows 

edge, wildom,will, glory, bonour, dame, 
— all things as his owne proper, chefe 
he arrogates to bimſelfe ; to thele be ap · 
plies bis minde ; thele are pleaſanr, pro- 
fitable, and deare unto him. But it they 
be taken from him, and God exact his 
owne, then the theefe : ppeares, neithef 
will bee willingly ſend them apaines 
he turnes him'elte , and ſet keth for all 
* Cafegards and wayes of eſcape,and means 
| whereby be may retaine them fill, and 
B 4 aware 
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award God the proper owner of them 


who now exacts them of him: the wbvule 
World lyes ſick in this miſery, and thoſe 
things that ate Gods, are abuſed by men, 
And what is common to all, or rather ac- 
commodated from God, be labours as 
much as in him lyes to make it his 
owne , and whenſoever hee is to restore 
it apaine , be doth it very unwilling 
Iy. 

. if it be ſo, that that which he bath 
ſtolen from God, is now no longer pro- 
firable or delitefull unto him, he then 
ſurtendets it of his owne accord, And if 
it ſo bee, God giveth it againe into his 
own boſome, and if it be Gods will, bee 
ſhall reraine it longer, yet o ill he not re- 
taine it, if he he able tori it, by com- 
pulſi o; it h-ehare u, it is with great 
re ſiſtau ce, fo that be fore God be rather 
wilfull cafts them away, then retaines 
them, 

So is it that the fleſh , which hath all 
things out of God, «fends in al!;and be- 
wuſe it apprehends al things out of God, 
It teceſfarily followes , that alt hongh ie 
bave ell things, yet hath it noihing. For 

what 
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what can it have who wanteth God, the 
eſſence of all things , and in whom all 
things ſubſiſt: Surely they cap be no 
other then like Tant Sicicu, & Mite 
daa. Aga id, x hat cad be want who bath 
God, and in him all tbings, ſince that 
God is all in all, 

Heace it is, that often times thoſe that 
ſee me to have all thic-ge, have truely no- 
ing and thoſe that have nothipg, may 
truely be (aid to have all thisgs. 

On the contrary , the new ſez bath 
nothing but only God, wherein be can 
plory ; neither doth he any way claime 
any thing to himſelfe but God; As for 
that w ich God gives him , he ufeth it 
for Gods lake as his guift and reward, 
ready to render it every Moment , as it 
ſhall pl-aſe God to exact it; For he can 
willingly reftore that which he did never 

| claime as his own, bur as God did give, 
Jor rather lead it onto himzſo that be wile 
Iliogly permits God at his pleaſure to aſ- 
ſume it from him, Breefly, he uſeth all 
things as the traveller doth his Inoe, or a 
freiad money, committed to bis cuſtody, 
ready every houre to reftore it back. 

| By This 
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This Pan! rezrmes fo to have any thi 
as not to ba ve it, or at though thou bach 
it not: (which) in the eyes of the World is 
accounted meere folly) that is that tho 
arrogate nothing unto thy leſfe ; offend 
in nothing williogly, forſake all thiog d 
and with God ( asa true wife with het 
buſband have all things common) Wife, 
Children, Money, life, and all things elle 
he loveth in God, aud for God; and ther. 
fore keeps them, loves them, hath them, 
and rakes them as lent from God; ready 


to yeeld them to God apaine, whenſoever | 
h- requires them; all the guifis of God, | 


as Wite,Childrev, and all other things 
be loveth only for the Arg lake, & t 

giver above all his guifts z and altbough 
tome things are contrary tv his nature, as 


the Croſſe, death, exvle,&c, yet hee lo. 


yerth all things alike, and this it js to have, 
kaow,love,and marie in the Lord, 

But the worid end worlily minded 
men, are carried headlong unto the guifts 
of God 5 as the Sow unto the Durgbillz 
Never doe they any whitt reſpect the 


giver but the guiſt; with the which they 


commits adultery , challenging by right 
unto 


| 
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nto themlelyes ; and ſo long as iti; ei- 
ber pleaſant ot pre fitable unto them, fo 
ong th-y dearely eitec me it: and wile 
ingly will not permit God to have it 
yaine 3 wharlvever is contrary unto 
hem the rin, i at t ey un illinꝑiy ſuffer, 
h ugh it cine by d. vine providence; 
nto them; tor incontinentli they lovke 
bout them which way they may pull 
heir neckes out of the yoake: ud ther- 
ore whatloever they undertake , doe, 
peake, &c. that they altogether abuſez 
nd io the abuſe it is altogether untitt 
xd, Wor any good: untill they c: a'e robe that 
s Þ>hich they arc, and being te {lated into 
55 ur iſt, become in him new creatures, 
gb Here it will availe nothing to patch up 
as {Frith God, tor if thou ſt pp ove hole, or 
lo. Mil up one creviſt,an other will preſently 
re, be made ; thereture it is neceflary that 
en be borne againe. an! a tugethet for- 
d Wert this Tree of Knowledge of G od & 
rs Evill. And breefly , be quit co traty to 
Il; | phat he is or hath beeve. He is fleſb bora 
be f fleſh unto death, and cherefore it is 
ebovefull, that he be made ſpirit borne 
f ſpirit unto life. Which befor be 7 


— 
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all things are uncleane unto bim; as befſhd yu 
is himlelfe, although all rbings in tbem pf. 
ſelves are very good ; yet ate they pet. Nut 
verle & evill anto bim, 25 all things ſeemW{ nc 
blew to him that lookes upon tbemW(:a! 
through a blew perſpeRive: all rbingMWo 
degenerats into the nature of the poſiel-Wt ( 
ſor, and therefore all things by Adam areÞþin 
made vanity, although bv themſelves (ail! 
ever they have beene )they are good: Fot 
all foode is ſavory according to the pal. 
ler & temperature that rece1vs it: even (0 
is every thing according as be that pul-Weft; 
le ſleth and hath it, is cleave to the cleave, & 
uncleane tothe uncleare; it cannot be o- 
therwiſe but that all things be unjuftlyf 
done, loved, prayed for, knowne, ard te- 
tained ; which an urjuſt man doth love, 
pray for, know, and reraine , as the very 
words themielvs declare; Fur how can it Far 
be that a wicked man can doe any thing fle 
juftly,a fooliſh man ſpeak any thing wile- FS: 
le, an unclean men doe any tbiog purely, $02 
a lying man ſpeak any thing truely, 18 
Fiftly, the natural , as before hath at 
been ſaid, is Fliſh, borne of the fleſh, alto · I tb 
gether of an uncleane * 0 
adul- 
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ben dulterous, the ſeryant of Satan ſprong 
m- pf the Seede of the Serpent, ſeduced and 
er · N uroed away by his word, and the tree of 
eu 1owledge ; & ſo infected with poylon, 
hat betwixt Luciſer and Adam there is 
o diffterence:for as al true Chriftiars are 
f Chriſt the londes of God, gods & God 
Pimſelte, ſo ate all the Sunnes of the Pe- 
ill, the Devill, being of the ſame kinted 
& oflpring , appertaivivg to the ſame 
ingdome and covenant, as Princes and 
dubiects to the ſame,being al in the ſame 
-Wftate of condemnation, neither is there 


e, ny remedy to prevct this jaylezbur that a 
0-Yman pat of the old man, lo as be be no lon« 
yer mad, but a new ofſſpring & creature 
e · Ppotu of God. Hence we may eaſily gather 


what is the natural] prudence, juſtice & 
knowledge of man, to witt, (ooliſhnes, fin 
it and enmity unto God ; becauſe that all 
ig I fleſh is an enimy unto God, freinds unto 
& F Satan, and altogether of the ſame witt, 
y, Foature,wil,& birth, & as it were his fleſh 
& blood; lo ſo much as he is nothing but 
than cnimy unto God: can perceive nothing 
o ¶ that is divine; would be nothiog but with 
&Y out God, or rather his own God, 


— 
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Attributiag all that 14 good ro himſelfe 
as A lam and Lucifer did , the Father he 
the fleſh; theſe ate the Fruits of the fa P 
bidden Tree. | 

But the Chriftian is horne of God, is 4 if 
ſpiric and life, at ꝶgethet ot a divine n- 
ture, anden hing elle but che Image of 
God; or if you wil vſiole and cpo. 
ral God; vho being made one with God, 
is of the la ne na.ure : rich in love, de- 
ſirous of the commyup protictzateributing 
nothing io himſelle ; |.ke to Cod]; free, 
ſtrovg , void uf proptietie, ambition, and 
anger. 

Breefly, or in a wort, hatſoe ver can 
be laid or way be ſaid vi God, may in its 
kinde be ſaid of the ttu- Chrifttan, ſince 
now it is not, he that lives but Chriſt | 
lives in him: Not now he is any thing, 
but God is all things in bim: that is, 
whatſoever he \peakes , teacheth, hath, 
wills, xc. and although they unwillingly F 
carry the old man about them, yer never | 
doe they live unto bim. bu alwayes con» | 
trary, earneſtly endevouring tbemſelves 
againſt him, untill they have quit put 
him out. 
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Therefore to conclude this chapter, 
be true vie of all things is koowne 
, Haly to the ſincere Coriftians, and the 
baſe to the nacurall man: Not yer ju- 
N iHed. living io bimſelfe : who can n- i- 
her ule, ſpeake, teach, doe, L ve, keow, 
ave, or not bave any th. ang truely ; But 
71th all bath a defiled, both eonlcieace & 
winde. 

Hence it is that he is altogether unſitt 
or any good work, like a black Collierz 
Pad ia all bis actions like a ſtage player, 

Foliſn, bliade, dumb, deafe, abſcene, and 

icked. lu a word, whatſoever evil 

nan hat h, or title can be invented, ir 3 

proper unto him, untill he tetu rue from 

e Tree of Kaowledge of Goal! and 

vill; unto the Tree of Life, and cating 

eof , and be be delivered from the 
ingdome of Darkseſſe into the King 
Nome of Light : Otberwile che a- 
doth alwayes retaine its proper nature, 
ud bath in all things a falſe and ungod- 
y ceuſe and eud, for which it doth every 
Fbiog thut it doth, Ina word, be alto- 
ether aimes at bimſelfo, yes under a 
Yretence of God ; alchough be — 
Me 
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bimlelfe to know, love, and deſire God 
only for Gd, Sithout any reipect had 
to himlelt:, N man hath yer truely 
learned to kn -w im'elte, the fleth 
being ſo canminy and crattie to excule it 
ſelte, no man knowes ether ot no hee 
finnes in all his workes , fo anſearchable 
is the craftines of che hear! ; yea no man 
truely underſtands, that in all his works, 
as in i116 loving, doing, 'pe ak! Ws, Kn. 
ing, prayiag, gviag, willing, having, 
poſſeſſing ,&c, be mortally ſinnes, until 


he be redeemed and pulled out of the Wy 


dreps of A lam, & tranſlared into Chriſt, We! 
be become a new Creature; Of which Yer; 
things reade Paul & Boch t, de Conſoles 00 
latione Philoſophiæ, the third Booke and Wh 
the tenth Proofe : How we muſt live 
_ God , and ſo be made blaſſed in Þ 
im, 
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CHAP. IV, 
Hay Man being of God could 


ſfinne; and what u« was that moyed 
him to ſiane. 


ice 


dle 
anW ADAM was not taken out of God, or 
5, male of a Shitit, hut of nothing of the 


we WE irct:;'f he had been taken vut of God, he 


g, Wc Huld never have fallen by fione; as thoſe 
n are borne of God cannot finne, f0.3, 
be but God created him of nothing, aud then 
t, Wefr him to himlelfe and bis owne arbi- 


ch trament whether be could returne to bis 
„Pose nothing againe, of according to 
1d Whe order ot bis kiode be drawen unto 
re God. Sinne in Man and io the Devill is 
ig nothing elle but that they doe avert 
hemlelves from the condition of their 
reation , and that which they are unto 
heir vanity and nothing againe ; the 
ſence of Many and Satan is very good, 
Put this is their nature acquired in their 
ail, that they ſtrive to be not that which 

hey are, to wir, ah ag, but that which 

hey are not, & ) doe tuta themſelvs fr6 

God; As 


y ? 
8 
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bim(elfe to know, love, and defire God 
only for G d, wichaur ang ven- 
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a nothing elle bur that they doe avert 
themlelves from the condition of their 
creation , and that which they are unto 
their vanity and nothing againe ;3 the 
eſſence of Many and Sata, is very good, 
but this is their nature acquired in their 
fall, chat they ſteive to be not that which 
they ate, to wir,nvhiag, but that which 
they are not, & I doe cura themſelvs frõ 
C God; As 


* 
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bim(elfe to know, love, and defire God 
only for Gd, wirhout any reipeR had 
to himſelfe. N man bath yer truely 
learned to knw imelte, the flelh / 
being ſo cun ung and craftic to excule it 
ſelte, nao mas kal wes waether or no hee 
Gage '0 all his workes , fo unſeatchable 
Is the craftines of che hear! ; yea no man 
trucly underftands,char in all bis works, 
as in his loving, doing, (peaking , Ku- 
ing, praying, g'vin, , will og, having, 
poſſeſhng,&c, ne mortally dagen, untill 
be be redeemed and pulled out of the | 
dreps of A lam, & tranſlated into Chriſt, 
he become a new Creature; Of which 
things reade Paul & Boch t, de conſola- 
latione Philoſo ph. the third Booke and 
the tenth Proofe : How we muſt live 
— God , and ſo be made blefled in 
im, 


a > - ᷑⁵—ůũuů _ - as. av an OA oa os as os. . QF. 


T he forbidden Fruit, 33 


CHAP. Iv. 
Hv Man being of God could 


elit ſinne; and what u« was that moyed 

nee him to ſiane. 

ble 

an D AM was not taken out of God, or 
5, m4tc of a Sirithut of nothing of the 


Wwe & Elrct;'f he had been taken vut of God, he 
g. I could never have fallen by ſionc; as thoſe 
ill that are borne of God t anno inne, po. 3. 
he ¶ but God created him of nothing, aud then 
t, left him to himlelfe and bis owne arbi- 
ch } trament whether be could returne to bis 
+ {| owne nothing againe, or according to 
id the order ot his kinde be drawen unto 
e God. Sinne in Man and io the Devill is 
in | nothing elſe bur that they doe avert 
themlelves from the condition of their 
creation , and that which they are unto 
their vanity and nothing agaioe ; the 
eſſence of Many and Sat is very good, 
but this is theit nature acquired in their 
fail, chat they ſbrive to be not that which 
they ate, to wit. a n,, but that which 


they are not, & y doe cuca themſelvi fr6 
C God; As 
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As if itſowere , that that nothing of 
theirs were ſumethiag in ic lelfe, 

This is foae, this is that devill in all 
our hearts , which flirreth up all ſinne in 
us: For as ſoone as AJlam hy the inſtiod 
ot the Serpent fell away from God, and 
returned unto his net nag again, he was 
indeed made nothing: which thing Sata, 
who betore had fallen into bis nothing, 
did {pinne and weave into the heart of 
Adam, by the externall ub:e& of the rtr*e; 
and he made the Fruic ot the Tree fo 
plealant to behould, that vo looner they | 
beheld ir, but they were inflamed with a } 
defire to cate of that Fruit; For which 
caule it is titten (/e. that death en- 
ters in by the windowes , that is by the 
{iphr ef the eyes, 

And this moyed the Schoolemen to 
define finne to be nothing, that is, no 
Creature of God : Neither that death 
which it produced : both which came 
into the world by the malice of Satang 
& for the lame caule ſinne brought man 
back apaine into his firft nothing; wheres 
fore the Devill and Adam are run out of 
the ſight of Gud;He not acknowledging 

the aa 
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olſehem for his owne : nei her having any 
ommerce or ſocietie with them: So 
ong as they doe not acknowledpe their 
Facityg therfore hnce man oy lin 14 made 
ot 1. bing before Godzand yet will nv! ace 
nd nowledpge him{«c Itc to be nothing , bat 
vaS + ven then © fteeme himiclie to be (or 16 
ta, bing , it is dec flary that o long b be 
'g, xpelled out of the pre ſcnce of God „till 
of He be made nothing in his owne heart: 
dez Whcn doth God love bis hand, and creatcs 
um againe of nothing: For Gd knows 
pot how to ere ate any thing of ſomibing, 
Put of nothing, for that is his nature : He 
that yet is not nothing, hee cannot hope 
that he (hall be ſomethiog; bet fore be- 
have thy lelfe ro Godward quieily, like 
liveleſſe trunke , as thou didſt in thy 
to creation: Suffer God to doe;Faft, Feaft, 
no Yand Reſt , and doe thou nothing at all; 
th Yeaſt it happen that thou be taken with a 
ne ¶deſite of the forbidden tree, or any other 
ds thing; or eſteeme thy ſelfe to be ſome- 
un Jthing according as the Law commands, 
e. ſyet doth it not ceaſe to eurſe and con- 
of demne us, untill it hath brought us uato 


g chat ſpirituall Sabbath; that ſo forſaken 
K. —_ in 
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in our ſelves, we doe uo more worke 
our new birth then wee did to ourh 
creation, but only ſuffer ; So that o 
actions are only to doe nothing, and b 
like a ftone or trunke ; For this de ſire 
be ſomthing is alwayes tbat which bring 
to nothing. 


CHAPTER V. 


W berfore the Tree of the Knovyhi 


lage of gord C ev i was created, then 7 


brdden to Adu m, and now to us, ſince 
God knew that, beth he 
& we ſhonldeat death 
fr-m the ſame, and 
what 16 that tree. 


Wherefore was Adam and Eve for 
bidden this Tree, ſeeing to know Evi 
is net Evill, but to doe Evill. If Ada 
bad not knowne good in bimlelfe , G 
bad beene alone good in bim, and be 
not arrogated any thing to himſeltfe, b 
bad beene as free from pride tbert iu, as 

bit 
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ird is in her lonꝑ, a horle in bis ſtrength, 
Cow in ber milke , anda Tree in its 
uit; but aſſoone as be knew good, and 
'nfidered it what it was ; a$ a bewtifull 
roman doth ber bewtie, be arrogated it 
Fo himlelfe, and therein became aibeete , 
anto God, 
This God foreknew , and therefore 
— as unwilling that Adam ſhould know 
good, that lo he might walke in his inno- 
encie , and be ignorant both of Good 
and Eviil: For this cauſe God ſaid unto 
yy him, thou ſhalt not eate of ir, at if be bad 
fenſſaid beware, leaſt thou thy ſelte detire to 
e know what is Good or Evill ; but ſuffer 
me tobe all things, and be thou quiet in 
all things, that that good which I am, and 
deſire to worke alone, I may work e it ia 
; thee,to my owne praile in thee, according 
as I doe it in the reſt of the Creatures; 
And thus hee was forbidden to know 
Evill , for God knew, that aſſoone as 
Adam had ſmelt what Evill was, it being 
of irs owne nature, like to him nothing, 
would be pleaſing to him, and fo it 
would come to paſſe that be would deſire 
aud afic& the lame, 
C3 
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Beſides this anotber evill hath riſe 
from hence , that that evill which m 
accurcGing to his nature deliꝑbted to doe 
be denyeth that he hath done it. Th 
ulliog his owne necke out of the yoke, 
he acculeth the Serpent that it was done 
by ir, | 
Ayaine, the good which God doth i 
bim, and whicb is nor his uwne , he fall}; 
conteudeth that he hath done it himſelf, 
being deceived with a pteſumptiou 
opmon ot bis owne power and ſtrength! 
this being the perverle eſtate and condis 
tion into which Adam did fall willingly 
therf re after that Adam was fallen inte 
this pers tle wildume, ty cating of the 
forbidd. 1 Frutt,and huis owe artogancie, 
he was {+ d. praved, that whatſoever hee 
th kes, peakes, or Huh, is diſpleaſiog 
untuG «4; and we all im hum have eaten 
death, an fallep into the lame eſtate and 
conduit n; but after we ate raiſed from 
death, and redeemed from it againe, by 
means of Chrift, there is the ſame reaſon 
that the Tree of knowledge of Good & 
E vill, ſhould be allo forbidden us, leafh 
afterward wee fall into the lame eſtate 
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apaine : where fore the next way of com- 
ming unto God is this: that now Adam 
with all bis Children abftaine from this 
tree, that is, deny it, vomitt up the For- 
bidden, Frunt, and repent himlelte of bis 
wit, as if it were fool{hoes, 

But when we eate of the Forbidden 
Fruit or Tree, God forgives us, but upon 
this condition, that for ever afterward 
we faſt, and alwayes repent our lelves uf 
our firſt cating. f 

This tree is planted in every one of 
our hearts, & is nothing elſe but out own 
witt, reaſod, flelb, know le dge, and will,'s 
which as long as we adhete, and ate out 
made fooliſh in our (elves, avd as lutle 
Children, we can have no pardon from 
God; wherefore we muſt either abftaine 
from this wiſdome , ard become luile 
Children againe,or«le want God; ard 
that prohibition of God, cate not of he 
tree: if thou doe thou ſhalt dye; is the 
ſame with that ſaying of Chrift , except 
ye renounce your ſelves, and hate your 
owne life, ye cannot enter into the King - 
dome of God ; For what was ſpoken 
anto Adam, the ſame alſo was ſaid unto 
mw S. usz 
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us; neither is our eftate to be amended 


any other wayes then that of Ad 
the hearts of all are like to a veſſel which 
{mels of tha: matter and meate which 
Adam did firft power into it. 

Therefore as Adam declined from 
God and inclined towards bimſclte,and 
made himlelfe as it were a wile deaſter, 
and admired himlelfe like a little God, 
the ſame is allo freſh in every caroall 
heart. 

Now ther for, we muſt labour as it were 
to poe back at , and that iubred witt of 
A aims is tobe req. ted & eſtcemed of us 
nv otherwile then froliihnes, 

Here many thinys zre to be unlearned, 
and this we are to learne & knw, that 
all our conceit & pinion ot wit eis foo. 
lit hnes, and tha! which !eperates us from 
God 2 add hindets us lov that we cannot 
a:'aine the true wildome iadeed; and we 
muſt labour to be freed from the bund- 
age of our ſelves, And to this worke we 

ould all apply our felves;to wit, quietly 
to reſt our ſelves, not in knowledge, but 
in God knewn; and ſo affect knowledge 
only as an Index , which only ſhe ws and 
paints 
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paints out God unto us, and is of Godz 


T bat is the Fruit of the Tree of Life, 
and not of the Tree of Kouwledge of 
Good & Evilzto wit, that we permit God 
to be, x now, love, & have all things in us, 
lo that he {peake, worke, know, and love 
in us nothing but himſelfe, when, where, 
and wherefore he will, 

uli tht Apoſtate ignorant of this 
ſecrer, againſt whum Cuil writes, was 
greatly offended at thiszthat God would 
hace man to know neither good nor evil, 
or rather that he would have Maa to 
bave,reach,be;and will nothing at al, &c. 
He (LH lay) was offended at this, | 

But if the matter be brought urto the 
light of duch, we hall finde that all this 
happened becauſe of us: even as a Father 
forbids and detaines a Sword from his 
S , Knowiog that if he bad it, he would 
hurt bimſel fe upon it, or otherwiſe abuſe 
it ; lo the ſame manner God denyed 
unto Adam, and allo unto us, that Tree 
of Knowledge, for our profit aud good; 
Neither did bee envy ns therein, but 
only did it to prevent the fture evill, 


into which be foreſaw we {hould fall; 
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For he knew that aſſoone as Adam, like 
God mould know Good and Evill , hee 
would challeuge the ſame to himlelfe,% 
deſite to be his owne God ; otherwile 
God bad not cared chongh Adam had 
eaten of that tree for ſatie ty. For aſſoone 
as Adam had eaten of it, there followed 
thereupon ſelfelove, and arrogating all 
things to himlelte, praiſe, aud all other 
viezs. 

So God in all his commande ments 
bath reſpect not lo much to himlelſe as 
to us and our lal vation, Which not he but 
we enjoy : 21 % himlelfe doth mani- 
feitly confeſſe, that God is neither burt 
by our fioos, not profited by our righte- 
ou ſneſle, but ſtill remaineth an eternall, 
pe: fect, and impaſſible God , to whom 
puthing can be added or any thing de- 
tracted ; though we try, yet can we not 
make a Heaven, neither put the Sunne 
our of ch-in ; nor dry up a Fountaine ; 
but all chele things remaine in the lame 
eſtite and condition wherein God bath 
placed them: He that aflumes to throw 
a (tone againft Heaven, it will fall upon 
bis owae head, 


Therefore 
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Therefore we can make God neither 
richer nor poorer,greater nor leſſer, no 
be is no way advantaged by us, though 
we all adhere unto him ; only he hath a 
care on us to helpe us; we never delerve 
to be what we are,theretore we ought to 
attribute the cauſe of all our good to 
him ovly,and give him the glory: be hath 
an open hand more ready to give then 
we are to receive; rich to all thoſe that 
call upon him; Neither doth he de ſire 
any thing at our hands but only this: that 
we quie'ly receive of dim that ich he 
is willingly pleaſ d to give, for he that 
with quietnes doth not receiye, can have 
no h pe that he (hal! receive; ail our but 
we ouphr only to imploy to this end, to 
the deuy ing of our ſelves. 
T bis ſh uld make us nothing, children, 
Fooles, and proftrat* low at the feete of 


And to the effectiug of this denying 
of our (elves, all our 133 e ought 
to be directed; but that * ouly 
thich proceeds from God, can effect it; 
it can make a mau nothing, a Child, a 
— e 
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of God ; But that knowledge that puffs 
up a Mao, making bim great and wiſe in 
his owne conceit, ſuch being the wiſdom 
of the World, comes not from God, but 
is rather the Serpents Seed & forbidden 
fruit, Now every one that eate!h of the for- 
bidden Tree, for no other caule eateth hee 
thereof , but only that he may obtaine 8 
great name, honour, titles, and glory, that 
be may have prebeminence to bee coun- 
ted the light of the World. And by 
this meanes he eatetb death in ſtead of 
life, This the holy Scriptures teſtify 
unto us, for whereas we ought to know 
and learne nothing, every man learnes to 
know and be wie in all things. 

Now here {ume man might enquire, 
why therefore did God create the Tree, 
it he foreknew that both Adam and wee 
would cate death thercof, and not rather 
biodet our finne ? 

Lanſwer, that God at the firft made os 
of earth, and aſſuredly did know that we 
would not conftantly abide in the eſtate 
of our creation, and yet he ſuffred Adam 
to take his courſe, & make tryall of miſe- 
ry; that forced through ſorrow & death 
he 
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be might baſt to God again; for ſo it was 
to be that God would create him againe 
out of ſorrow , and make him ag ine a 
new, not as be fore of nothing, but with 
grace of himſelfezthis God forefaw from 
all eternity,and therefore ſoffred bis fal, 
and gave way that man ſhould firſt taft of 
the bittetnes of death, before that be 
would give him the ſweeteneſſe of eter- 
nall life , by which he might koow the 
better what be bath in God, and what 
that life is compared with death, which 
before he taſted. 

Beſides it was meete that God ſuffered 
the freedome of ſinne, rather then re. 
flrained it, as well for many other cauſes 
as more ſpecial for this, that otherwiſe 
it bad beene coaction and force, 2nd dot 
libertie,and alſo the goodneſſe of God & 
bis mercie, having no other obiect, could 
never bave been manifefted in his Crea« 
ture: Therfore it beboved that things 
ſhould come thus to paſſe by the provi- 
dence of God, ind yeeld without deceſſi - 
ty or any fault in God; Read Brent 
6.6. eAmbroſ, in Rom. 9. 
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Of the 2 kinds of knovvledge, 


and All, 41:4 OW tor one all 
W 9e refits ct 6: ber, 


Here is nothing under the Sunne but 

it may he {aid t be rwofould, that 1s 
Juſt 10 Wickel Gd and Evill, Nos 
jult, and alto tlic which 1s evill and wice 
ked , may in like mnner be {aid to the 
twotould che ode according to th: 1,dp» 
meant of G. d, and the other according to 
the eftimation and opinion of men, 

And now lecing Gd 184 {pirit , and 
Men fleſb, conttaty to the ſp rt, it fol- 
lowes, that all their judge mene, wills, 
knowledpes,and act ions, be con: tary and 
repupnant one to the other, Whence it 
is, hat man calleth good, right, lweete, 
lighr, lite, . wiſdome, ju- 
ſtice, &c. God eſteemes that to be e vill, 
wicked, bitter, darknes, death, fouliſhnes, 
and ſinne, according as the Scriptures 
teftify of God and of the World. 

Therefore there is nothipg in the 
world 
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world but it may be called good or evil, 
according as the judgement of men are 
I diſpoled,to whom it is propoſed, What 
God is unto the world , the ſame is the 


Devill unto God;and ſo on the contrary; 
So that nothing can be called Evill, bur 
all thiogs are in their order right and 
good,and evill and wicked, according 
25 the Touchſtone is, by which they are 
examined, 

If I ſay, that the Word of God is falſe, 
fooliſhnes and Hereſfie , the ſame is true 
in the judgement and opinion of the 
world; and thus all things are twofould, 
either good OTC evill;& good is twofould, 
as allo evill : the one trucly good of 
evill in the ſight of God, the other appa- 
rantly good orevill in tbe ght of Men 
or their opinion; ſo that there is a two- 
fould faſting, praying, willing, & c. to 
witt, one that is really good in the ſight 
of God, ſo as is God bimſelfe, the author 
and teacher of all goodneſle ; the other 
in the ſigbt ofthe World good , but 
io truth e vil and wicked;for what ſeems 
holy in the opinion of Men, is ptophane 
in tbe ſigbt of God. N 

0 
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So there is a twofould knowledge and 


witt, the one divine of the Tree of Life, | 


the other humane of the Tree gf Knows 
ledge of Good and Evill. Humaue wil. 
dome is a Fruit of the Forbiddeny Tree, 
and the rote thereof is the Seede of the 
Serpent, and ſo is mortall. 

Thel are all the acts which Naturall | 


Men have fwndout , if no: wichoor'| 


God, yer 'ur:ly not in God. 

Bre. Hy, ul witt and arts, which God 
bimſeife dyth not plant in the hearts of 
Mea , by the power of his ſpirit and 
Word , but acquired and gotten out- 
wardly by the indaſtry and helpe of men 
are death it ſelfe, or rather a dealter ; if 
men doe any manner of way, truft or 
hope in them, for they doe make man no 
more acceptable to Go4 , or any way 
more righteous before dim, ben doe his 
meate,drinke, or cloathes , for all theſe 
thiogs are out of man ; and a certaine 
ſuperſtition and worlbipping of a falſe 
God, if thou refteſt thy lelfe in them; 
thou may ſt ſeem to thy ſelfe to be nearer 
unto God, becagſe tba ku wes and un · 
derſtands many thing, being more 
wile 


| 
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wiſe and accute then ſome ſimple good 
ma, Who cares only t know God But 
in very truth, thou art ue bettet then a 
foole, ho art ignoront if thele; For by 
how much cheu art ait then others 
he re by, oy lo much .bou art worle ; For 
ſince it is fo , ther all the knowledge of 
this World, ard ali rhe rip hteouſne ſſe of 
the fleſh is Levi (h, according 83 Sar (F 
fame yive h his and uther more oppto- 
brivus names untolt, 

It foll»wes , that by how much a man 
oft: ads and growes higher, and increas 
ſeth in this ditt, hy fo much is hee the 
worle and more Deriliſh, lo that a good 
and ſi uple man , who cares and de ſites 
to kobw nothing but Gd, if he be come 
pared with him ia reſpeR of him, hee 
may lee me to be « Saint or God, aud one 
of thoſe is worth a thouſand ot others, 
as holy Scriptures doe teſtify, one right» 
ous man is wore worth then a thouſand 
wicked men. a 

The other wildome,which in the eyes 
of the world is fooliſhnes, is that deny- 
ing wiſdome,tbe fruit of the Tree of Life, 
which whoſoever ＋ 2 {bal ue ver die. 


This 
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This ſpringeth up in man oat of the 
ſeed of the Woman, and is given and | 
tauphr of God alone, be ing in its one f 
pature,ful of love, working divine ſolace 
and 1s called in the holy Scriptures the 
Knowledge of God; becaule it knoweth 
ut acknowledperh nothing but God; 
This tescheth and proteſſeth only God 
in the hearts of his lervants; it artogateth 
nthieg to it felt, but as it meerly knows 
eth Gd; So it renders all it receives, to 
him againe ; This tene es man, juſtihes 
him, enlives him, and makes him like 
uaco God, but it is to be found in no 
maus heart, but only in his Sho bath gi- 
ven a farewell to all Bacthly pleaſures, 
arts, will, and witt, becaule that lioce it is 
ſo that theſe ewo koowledpes are ſu con- 
trary one to another, as fire is to water, 
it cannot be that they ſhould lis e toge - 
ther in one heart, but the ove will expell 
the other, as the day the night, and che 
night the day;wherture all fleſhly knows 
ledge, will, and witt, muſt be quite un- 
learned, and we muſt become little Chil- 
dren and Fooles agaite , according as 
the hol) Scriptures tettify unto us, 1 we 
would 
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would have the true knowledge & wiſ- 
dome of God to dwell in our hearts; For 
God rcquires a free and empty foule, 
which Le would fl with bis knowledge 
and goudnefle, and imbrice as a pure & 
1 hot ,t ſpouſe , p. ff: fled with no otber 
love but his: He would be the only Fee 
ther of the Fawily, and cannot endure 
Satan in hs Kingdome to be neare unto 
him, who is altogether light and void of 
all darknefle, 

Now this wildome being humane, 
and a Fruit of the forbidden Tree, ſo is 
it fleilLly puffing up the poſſeſſor of it, ſo 
as it makes lum provide ſelie- loving, de- 
ſirous of his one profit, bould and 
wicked, 

loa word, ic makes a man a Lucifer, 
and ſo contrary and abominable to God, 
that be cannot or will not flow into bis 
ſoule. 

And jadeed nothing ſo much hurts 
man as his owne knowledge, witt, and 
rigkteauſnes & c. which makes the word 
of the everliving God to appeare foo- 
lithaes, and God bimſelfe , to ſeeme Sa- 
tan unto him. 

D 2 Thetefore 
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Therefore as it bath already beene ſaid 


of witt and knowledge, the ſame may | 


be ſaid of the will of God and man, 

The one cannotendure the th r; No 
more then the {pirit cad endure the fl ſh, 
life death, fire water; Therefore the 
wili»me of God aymes at the utrer 
de ſtruction of Adams life, nature, will, 
and wiſdome , labouring to plucke us 
from the duggs of humane wit, by which 
we are nut ithed. 

We muſt therefore learne to forgett. 
and unlearne whatloever Adam knew, ot 
doth know, w ls, l ves, &c. and all things 
muſt be made a new in Chreiſt, this is the 
wildome of G 1d. 

Now let us ſce how farre we are from 
this, if a man have but one ly a thought 
ti learne his way preſently , he thinkes it 
is well with him, and without any te- 
penrance he doth (weetly delite himſelfe 
in his owne knowledge, art, and will, and 
all men will be good Chriftians , and if 
God will, will ccmpole whole bockes 
and volumes of Chrift , which they rei- 
ther die nor have knowne ; and by this 
meaues tbey doe lowearily imploy and 
ver 
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vex their minds through Satans motion, 
with ſo many que ſtions, arts, and idle 
diſputations, that ſcarcely can they have 
lo much time as to thinke of the kubow- 
ledge of God; Whereas the true knows» 
ledge of God 1s not learned by p ying 
into, running over, reading, or bearing 
a company of d ubtfull queſtions; as 
the 1. Chapt. of the German Theolog e & 
Taule u in many places clegantly doth 
teachʒhut by patient and obedient temai- 
ning, hearkening and attending to that 
wiuch God doth work in us; For he that 
would be divinely wiſe, and learne the 
knowledge of Gd, its needfull that bee 
heare and learn the ſame from God bim- 
ſelfe, he having detaioed it to bimſelfe, ſe 
that it cin by no meanes be taught of 
man ; Fot as humane arts and iciences 
proceede from men, and is their worke; 
lo divine 'cience is from God, and is the 
worke of his onely word, 

For as John Stapi ius (aith in a little 
booke of the love ef God: that 169ſs 
things that, cannot be knowne but by ſence 
and experience, neither can they be taught 
by,or learned figm others. As for Example: 
D 3 No 
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No man can teach another to ſee, 
beare,*aſt,and touch; in like manner, and 
much ie ſſe can any man teach another, to 
beleeve, we, hope, repent, lo that divine 
truth and The l.gie way rather be laid 
to be experience then Arts: no man can 
learne of himſelf the know ledpe of God, 
love of God, Faith, and ſuch like, becauſe 
the naturall man cannot perceive things 
divine ; nay the Letter of the Scriptures 
is not able to doe this: it Goth not begett 
in man any new vature,ic but ſhewes un- 
to h:m what a one he ought to be , and 
what he ought to doe; But yet he iS not 
fuch , neither can they make bim ſuch, 
but catber kill him and ſlay him by ſhew- 
ing unto him his want and miſery, 

Therefore is the poſition true , that 
faith & love cannot be cunceived in the 
heart of man by the Letter of the word; 
Ocherwiſe it would be that none ſhould 
be more faithfull then the Learned; and 
yet for the moft part none are more per- 
yerle, 

The letter of the word indeed propoſerh 
faith aoto us, but cannot write it in out 
hearts, that being the ke of the holy 

Gboft, 
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Ghoſt. There fore that of Saint. Jah is 
alwayes true 3; as the aneynting teacherh 
ven; As alſo this, he that bath beard and 
learned of the Father commeth unte we; For 
faich and love commeth into no mans 
heart bur his who is indued with the 
Holy Gboſt. From whole inhabiting in 
our bearts, the light of faith and rhe 
knowledge of God deduce tbeir origi- 
all; yea love it ſelfe is not begott or 
infuled in us, but by the holy Ghoft and 
an affect of the love of God towards us. 
Wherefore the concluſion is this: that 
whom the Holy Ghoſt duth nor comfort, 
teach and direct, he cannot be comtotted, 
1 directed io the obtaining of 
ife, 

Now all men will ſay and confeſſe, 
that the world is darknefſe, mens wil- 
dome is fvliſhnes : yet if ſo be you will 
indulge vothiog unto him, but will tax 
bis will, witt,aod deſignes, and (ay they 
are all fooliſhnes and darknefle, there 
is no man will confetle it of himlelfe , or 
that it is earthly, but every man wil eger- 
ly and earneftly contend , that his witt is 
heavenly and divide, eſpecially if it be 

'Þ4 nap 
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any way exerciſed about Religion, when 
in very deed it is nothing elle but the 
wiſdome of the floh; Yea ever that ule 
of the holy Scriptures, which is in the 
world, which arc wrefted and turned as 
every man likes to either handz nenher 
can thele bare words , thete words of 
God, containing ia them the koowledge 
of God, which are common in every 
mans in »ath, profitt him any Shitt: thele 
muſt be tryed according to rhe will of 
God, and accotdiagly uled, Otherwiſe 
theſe very words will brcome a very 
ſaare of Satan, and in ftead of pe 
word of God the word of Satanto him. 
Ic is not to lay how well the wildome of 
the fl-th knoywes how to change it ſelfe 
into each ſhape, and i fl tet it ſelfe with 
a f me ot the word of Gd; hat cannot 
mea pretend and undertake,co ſay in the 
name of God : pretending indeed no- 
thing leſſe then the meere honour, praile 
and righteouſneſle of God, 


Th 
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CHAP. VII, 


The Teftimony of the $ eripruve, 
how We 047110 eVACKHAIE 194 . ia of 
the Serpent, his coun ell & word, 
and ſo yomut wp the F wit of the 
forvraden Tree, and purge the 
ſame aw +y 44 deadly poye 
ſon by the Frum of the 

Tec of Life, 


Jis we ofrentimes reade , that owe 
om M fooliſh'is with G 4. Which 
forme of peech we fteale from Paul, & 
bable of it, wen indeed we neither 
know our own not Puls meaning touch» 
ing ir, No man remembers to te- 
nounce & give afarewel to his own wife 
dome, Tnis forſy0th every man thinks is 
{ſpoken of the wildome of Turkes and 
ini lels; As for his own wildome, his rea- 
ſon being corrupted and boulding ſome 
tenents, gathered from the holy Scrip- 
tures (though be miſerably wreſt them to 
his own turn )yet be thinks his wiſdom to 

be the wiſdome of 1 divine. x 
21 a 
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This every man witvefſerb in bis own 
writiogs, in which for tbe moſt part bee 
goes on lecurely, without avy doubting 
upon the ſeeming spprobation of the 
Scriptures, to bis tenents and opinions; 
Not cookderiog that this is the very 


pteſumption of the Turkrs and iotide!s, * 


with all Sec of falle Chriſtians, wbum 
I dave knowne every one hath, or would 
ſcerne to bave the Word of God to be 
the foundation of their renets , as the 
Turkes and Jewes thinke at this day, 
their faith is grounded up.n the Word 
of God. 

Hence it comes to paſſe that every 
man is deceived in bimtelfe, and. ſhutt 
up to himlelte , from the knowledge of 
himſelfe. This being it which God fore- 
law, when he ſaid that the ſerpent ſhould 
bite the heele of the woman, that is ſe» 
cretly and crafcily lay ſoares, and deceit» 
full pions in the hearts of mea. 

Therefore know whatſoever natarall 
mad, though wiſe man in the judgement 
of the World , yea Adam with all bis of- 
ſpring the whole nature of men unrege- 
acrate knowes, ſpeakes, doth, thinkes, 
lives, 
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lives, &c. all this is humao, the wiſdome 
of tealon, aud the counſell of the fleth,& 
the knowledge uf that deadly and for- 
bidden Tree : only that rare Pheniy, 
whici the Ver:prures call the new ment. , 
or the repei.crate that hath the koow- 
ledge and wildome ot God, being taught 
it from above; All other things are tbe 
inventions of men, the wildome of the 
Serpent and Frau of tbe forbidden Tree, 

Now we have {aid betore that the 
wildome of man muft be forgotted, and 
we mult learne to unlearde it: For as the 
flelb, even ſo the wit of the fi: (h, add the 
riplteoulneſſe thereof is mothiog but 
foolſhnes and wickedoeſſe in the ſigbt 
of God. And on the contrarie,the wildom 
of God, and his righteouſne ſſe, s fooliſh- 
nes and wickedn: le in the ſight of the 
world and to the fl [h. So that all arts 
and ſciences, being only fleſhly, are alto. 
gether vanity, filtbines, and a F/ of be 
forbidden Tree, from the which all men 
care death, 

It is to no purpoſe for a man in word 
to deny bis owne witt, and yet in bis 
heart to extoll the ſame as the —_— 
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of God;Or,ſecretly to be elevated were 
from, thele are but the findings out of 
the deceived heart of man ; outwradly 

lygred over by Satan with faire words; | 
And wboloever refts and depends upon 
theſe faire pretences , bee builds upoa 
hell, which will all damne, For as meate, 
cloathes,time,place, perſon,and ſuch like | 
doe make men neither leſſe or more as · 
eeptable to God; So all humane arts and 

{ciences doe not make the p ſſ - ſſout 

thereof one jot the bettet in the light of 

God, if he lob ke at them, and (as Ad mn 
dic) arrogate them to himſelfe. | 

T herefore the moſt l-arncd and wile | 

— of this world are in this reſpect in no 
beitet a condition then the fooliſh Idiot | 
that is. 

It is neceſſary therefore that th ſe 
wile men goe out of themſelyes , and | 
learne to become fooles, by going out of 
their witt, will, knowledge, &c. if they 
deſire to be indued with divine knowledg 
from above. 

Therefore even as the naturall men 

R voluntarily for bis owne bellies fake | 
doth tortore himſelfe day and night, in 
the 
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the floding cut ot lo many covetous, cu - 
ridus, aud with God uepre fitable arts; 
Even ſo it is nece(lury that with the lame 


paine and labour he li arue to forgett and 


for goe the ſame , and become a Childe 
and Foole againe; For it is a greater 
dithculty,and more labour by many de- 
grees to unlearve his fl {hly wildome, 
and forlake that good be bath gutt al- 
ready, then from the beginniog to learne 
it for his protitt. 

ln fo much that this is true, who ovce 
bath played the Aﬀe, will ſcarcely leatut 
to leave thole doultiſh tricks. 

O ho difficult is it for them to bee 
come Fooles, who have grounded the- 
lelves io a ptelumpꝛion of their owne 
witt, 

And yer it is neceſſary that this they 
muſt bee, or otherwiſe they (hall bee 
nothing leſſe then that which they defire 
to bee, 

Therefore ſo requiſite is this denyall, 
batred & forgetfulnefle of bimſelfe, that 
without it no man can be tbe diſciple of 
Chrift;that is, no wan can be indued with 
divine wiſdome, uule ſſe in bis 3 

N e 
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be hath excluded,and given a farewell & 
adewe to his obne. 

Wherefore what wonder is it if the 
worldly Man , who is > 111d ahnu the 
things of this life, b- al ige her igno- 
rant ef he knw edge of G; Feth ce 


heis ast bedient tothat wildome that 


is p rituel!, neither can perceive any di- 


vine thiny , nor r:ceive the ſpicit of 
truth ; nor for che wildome of Gud ex- 
charge his owe; For he neither cares to 
noutiſh that wildome in his heart, net- 
ther deni es to learoe it, and becayic hee 
defires it not, he cannot learae it. 

Aad now it is requitite , that as S inc 
Paul layes, if any mary will ve wiſe, wah 
God he mus? be 4 fle he World , that 
thereby be may b:come mucly wiſe ; That isz 
be muſt ceaſe torhinke,as the world doth 
labour io gett a new m nde, and deliver 
over his ſeuces & thoughts to be tene d 
by God. 

The cauſe of which Paul immediate» 
ly annexeth to the ſame: For the wiſdome 
of the World ( laith be ) # fovljones 10 
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And in bis Epiſtle to the Roman: hee 
ealleth it death and eamity to God. And 
the ſame Paul bids ade w to all his owne 
witt which he bad learned at the feete of 
Gamalil, above all his equals and ac- 
counts , all his owne righteouſnes and 
knowledge as dung and dtoſſe, in ref 
of the excellencie of the knowledge of 
Chrift. 

And elſewhere he glories in this that 
be bad learned to unlearne and forget all 
things,and now defired to know nothiog 
but C::rift & him crucihed, 

la the lame manner all the Apoſtles 
become little Children again. 

Beſides, Nuhodemw , and all othey 
whoſoe ver, (is Cbrift had (aid uato themj 
unleffe they be changed, and become as 
little Children, they cannot ſee the King. 
dome of God. 

And a little after, Chriſt ſaith, that the 
Kiagdome of God is of ſuch little Chit- 
dren. 

This is the reaſon why the Scriptures 
admoniſh us ſo often ro beware of our 
owne witt , leaſt we doe any thing that 
ſeemes good in out owne eyes ; As ws 

LQazt 
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that we teſiſt out owne wils, neither that 
we ſuffer our ſelvs to be led, and guided 
by our owne aft tions and deſites; and 
alſo thoſe that irutt in their owne hearts 
& obey their own c gitations, are tovlith 
and wicked, allo that we leeme not wite 
in our owne conceits , nr mapnify our 
ſelves bu: feate, and i» frare and ireme 
bliog wu ke out our one 'alyation, 

And laſtly, that we truſt not, nor leane 
pot to our one Witt; For what 15 or can 
be more wicked then what fl. h and 
blood ha: h found our. 

Truely ihe fleſh cannot of i's one 
Daiure ſecke G d, and have bim in eſti- 
mation, unleſſe it renounce it ſelfe, and 
hate irs owne life and ſoule; that is all its 
oa ne workes; though ic gluze them over 
with a pretence of ti e word, honour and 
glory of God; for he canvot be belee ved, 
loved, prayed uut , ot found but only in 
God, 

Therefore all the endeavour , fludy, 
art, & diligence of is altogether void of 
God, and want his grace and ſpirit, For 
the word of Gd requires an humble, 
ſubmiſive trembling, and abiected * 
an 


il 
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and a ſoule pore i pu, & tree from the 
bound ap of che creatures; & ke totender 
wax wrclay, plyal le 'n he tivger of God 
to receive the hgute and Ramp of bis 
image imprinted up nic. 

To tiete Fuvls and Children , ſuch 
2 feare G d, and are ſepeteted from the 
Duypes of the World, dh be open his 
lectets, and teach his divine wildome & 
knowledpy;if there be a! y man that fears 
Gd, to him the Lord will (hew the way 
tha! he may chovule , and he walke in the 
truth, and his pofterity (hall inhabit the 

Land: He ſayes not to the Learned, aud 
to the wile of the World -; as allo in an 
other place; the Lord reveales his ſecrets 
to the righteous. For this cauſe Chtiſt 

the Sonne of God gives thankes to bis 

Father , that he had hidden his ſecrets 

from the prudent and wile of the World, 

and had revealed unto Childrea and 

Babes; That as wee have already ſpo- 

ken out of the mouths of ſucking Babes; 

Such as were Moyſis, Jeremias, Amos, 

and the Apoſtles, &c, hee might ſpeake 

his praiſe, and extull his Kingdome and 

Glory, 

22 E Againe, 
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Apaine, the rich & proud he ſends away 
emprie,and filleth only the buogric wich 
good things. 

No, no Money maſter nor rich cave. 
tous Churle is more (wolled up with the 
vaine confidence of bis riches ; nor avy 
woman more proud of her bewtie, then 
theſe wiſe men pride and boaſt themlelys 
of their wildome and knowledge; per- 
{wading themſ lus that this is the divine 
wildome and riches of the ſoule, which 
neither theevs can fteale, nor ruſt cavker 
it, gor moath corrupt it, when notwitbh- 
landing it is nothing but meere death, 
looliſhnes, and eumity againft God, and 


ina word the kuowledg of the fotbidden 


Tree. 

Therefore the boly Scriptures ſpeake 
expreſly of the wile of the world, theſe 
riphreous men , famous for their arts, 
priding themſelves in their owne bearts, 
who are arrogant and proud, and ate in- 
dued with nothing leſſe then the ſpirit 
* of God , who abides onely in ſimple 
Dove. 

By this it appeares that no kinde of 
men arc farther from ibe XKiogdome of 
God 


— 
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God , and doe l:(ſe {quare and agree 


with his word, and more dilagree trom 
his will, then thoſe who leane and truſt to 
their owne wildume, knowledge, resſon, 
and will, 

Cariſt in the holy Scriptures ſpeaketh 
not ſo much againſt Publicans and come 
mon ſinners as theſe , who being putt up 
with a conceit of their e woe r'ghteoul- 
nes, reflect upon themſelves with a ſelfe 
pleaſingnes 5 with theſe can Chriftleaft 
accord, & unto them doth ſo often threa- 
ren wes inthe Scripture, and ſayes that 
adlultetets and Publicans (hall enter be- 
tore them into the Kingdome of Hea- 
yen. 

Theſe are thoſe wicked men againſt 
whom David lo fervemily and often 
prayes, and of who Chriſt hath ſo little 
hope , and unto whom be with his A- 
pottles and Steweny give lo cutting lan. 
guage; wbo being men of a wicked mind, 
would ſeeme nothing leſſe; But thoſe 
things which are written concerning 
wicked men, they ignorantly interprec 
of others, theſe are ſuch whom the whole 
world eſteeme and accounts to be the 

| B 3 ſbi- 
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ſhioiog lighrs cherevt ; Such were Nie 
chodemu and Paul netore bis converſion; 
thele are thule who in Dayid, Moyles, 
Chi, and all other times of the church 
tave beene the righteous Scribes & Phan 
11ſ-1 with the people;»wbo having a ſhe 
of piety, have lo lived, as that they were 
eſtremed Patrons and Examples for 
others to imirate ; T bele righteous men 
of the world,the 5criprures call wicked; 
who want nothing but onely this that 
they have wicked minds, void of Fairh 
and grace; yet they locluake their wic- 
kedarſſe with a forme of godlines, that 
they leeme nothing lefle, 

N:ither thinke we that the times of 
Chriſt and David were onely peſtered 
with thele kinde of people; But we may 
rather conceive , chat if thoſe goulden 
day-s of theirs were full of ſuch, cheie 
Iron ages of ours are much mure abun- 
daot, 

A'] times and apes have had their 
Ditſem"lers Phariſes and Scribes , thele 
our laſt ages ſince are the worſt , for 
leld me comes beſt things laft ; For the 
weld 
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4 world as it growes more aged, ſo it 
growes more wicked , as both the Scrip- 

ture and experience doe teftify. 

ii Wherefore it is behovefull that every 

man endeavour that hee be not of the 

7 number of thole men, who wreftioy the 


word of the $:riptures apply and inter- 


| 14 pret them on others , as moſt men do; 


| 
to them, God in bis juſt judgement 
b 


but in them bebould bimfclte as in a 
glaſſe, if he defire to fee a wicked man, 
and one that is a Capitall enimy againſt 
{ God ; And let bim but queſtion with 
bis owne conſcience , it is as good 
' ns ten thouſand witnefſ's , and then 
bee (hall cafily kouwe what a one 
hee is, 
For this cauſe the Scriptures are ſo 
fyerie apainft theſe Godly Wiſe Men 
of the World ; Yea denying all good 


ſtriking them with bliadneſſe; So that 
they erre in their owne way , hiding 
bimſelfe and bis word from their under- 

ſtzodiog, 
Beſides , the Scriptures doe brand 
them with a thouſand infamous names ; 
E 3 Calling 


70 7755 forbidden Fruit. ̃ 
Calling them Wol w, a generation of vi. 
pers, Beares, Bulls , Soones of B all, 

painted Sepulchres , ho are pgloriousin | 
ſhew in the ſight ot men, ans ler forth 
themſelves as righteous betete men b 
their lage manners, modeft habirs, and 
graue geſtures, when in the fight of Gud 
they bave their hearts full of norbing 


but filthines and finne, Ot whom Chat 


ſaith, that unkſle we be pre tip breous 
then they, and exceede them , u {hall 
never enter into the Kinpdome of God, 
Neverthel: {T2 they would net ieeme to 


be what they are indeed, but cover them- 
ſelves witha ſhew of Sarai'y, Wires 


checke and rebuke them to the diſcoue- 
ring of their ſeccet houlds, ard v'zards 
of their faces; But he who accu'eth him- 
ſelfe, and denyeth bimiclfe before God, 
and in bis pte ſence, ſhall ubraine pardon, 


' 
fore it pleaſeth the {pirit of God to | 

/ 

| 


as the Scriptures reflify ; which repre- 
hend thoſe carnall ſpirituall ſpirits, or 
men, who place their ſtate with God, aud 
will be ignorant of nothing. and they are 
admoniſhed by God in Solomons Pro- 
verbs, that they would delift from this 

their 
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their arrogancie;Otherwiſe they {all be 
ſo oppreſted with the ylorie and Majeſiy 
# of G d, that they ſhall not be able to en- 
dute and ftand ; But thoſe who humbly 
ſubmitt themſelves , and creepe unto 
God, and willingly kovuw nothing, nor 
ate nothing but what God knowes and 
is in them, they io not ſeeking finde ibat 
which the other ſeekiog with great 
auxiety of minde {hall never obtaine; 
For all things are theirs, and they know 
what God is, bath or knowes , becaule 
they in God and God in them iahabits 
and dwels; 

Hence it is that Paul ſaith, the ſpiri- 
tuall man ſearcheth all things, yea the 
ſecret thinps of God; ich is denyed to 
the fooliſh fleth , accurding as we may 
reade in the Proverbs, and Eccleſtaites, 
for in counlell of the wicked there is no 
; heal b, no word of God, knowledge, or 
| love. 
| To the ſame purpoſe is that ſaying of 
Solomon, , God made man at the firſt 
upright , but he found ost to himſe lte 
many inventions , many difficults, many 
labours , with which be doth weary and 

E 4 veg 


72 The forbidden Fruits. 


E , commandeth bim that be ſhould 
now nothiog but hi, and fo. low ad 


be obedient to bim as all the reft of be 
Creatures; H: {h»uld (1 tay) be ſo obe- 


dient to him, as to due, know, will, love, 
omit, and pc ak e noi hing but one ly what 
God doth know, will, love, omiit, avd 
ſpcake in him, hy s bich as in all other 
Creaturs ſo in the heart of man he might 
enioy a plenary Kingdome , and ruling 
and governing him according to his ov a 
will, neither {hovid man bave any title, 
claime, power, ot piuvikdge cet bim- 
ſelfe. 

Satan ſuꝑgeſti m ic was that man 
found out to many ambulhes & curious 
que ſt ns, with triv ili us difficulties, by 
which he is degenerated from that im- 
plicity wherein Gd created him, and 
lubordinated tim , being tranſported 
with an ambitious d- (ire , ro become a 
Lord & God ro himſelf; and fo remained 
io the power of his one will; but 
bow juſt this is, let man that hath reaſoa 
j:ig-,thar the clay ſhould de ſire ro know 
or be any thing cuntrary or belides chat 
| | which 


* 


vex himſelf. z{3o0 that is good, ſimple, & | 
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ebich the maker thereot would have it, 
kao, or bez uch ſimilitudes dot h dot 
yet fully expteſſe the matter. 

Therefure it happens delervedly unto 
us, that our wiſdome, knowledge, and 
{F wvill , (ſhould bring up-p us all pun tbe 
ment due untoſinde, and allomÞke vg 
# utterly diſquieted, bringing un'© us i Qs 
thing hut turture and v« xation,flace be- 
files and contrary to the will of Cod we 
bare deſerved them. 

Hence it neceſſarily followerb, that 
ſiade is the puni{hment of it elfe, and 
Fooles are deſtroyed by their owne wile 
dome and kn wledge. 

Tan is that which Selene, expe. 

\gimenily complaines ff, when he (ayes? 

There there is much knowledge, theres 

is much vexation;And he that increaleth 
/ learning forrowes, And theſe wiſe men 
| are Fooles, for wholvever endeavoureth 
to be wile above mealure, this man ſhall 
endure greiffes and (orrowes ; and by 
how much they become more wile, by ſo 
much they are more di/quieted : For 
God will have us to fiade ceft io him 


onely, 
E x Neither 
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Neither muſt we riſe, come, goe,or doe 


any thiog before bim; For whotoever | 
commeth before him is a theefe , and 


wholoever ſpeaketh or doth any thing 
of his owne accord, without him, is a 
Devill. 

Therefore it is that all men ate de- 
luded, deceived, and fooled hy their own 
witt; yea even becanſe they profeſſe 
themlelyes to be wile, therefore they are 
fooliſh. 

Ard as God did the Caldean, Philo» 
ſophers, and wiſe men, lo he ſuffers thoſe 
to be {ſeduced by their owne knowledge, 
and to be wearied with their owne in- 
ventions, actions, and arts. 

Hence it is that Chriſt would not have 
his dic ples d. fire to be « ſtee med {ome 
bodies. or couett that men ſhould call 
them Maſtets, Lords, Doctors, or Rab» 
bins. but onely Minifters, Brethren, and 
witneſſes oft him, 1%. i5, Te are my 
wine pes. 


- — — 
— —— — — — * 


* 


Of the great Deaſter of humane 


—— 
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CHAP,VIII. 


w ſ1.me 4nd know -euxe ; and hw all 
men. doe kijie ther o hand, and «ll 
t-: Wo Id don e it ſelſe, and its owne 
wo ke ; that, i, inventions, att ont, and 
dE tons of Fl ſhly reaſon. and wiſ- 


aun, 


What other thing is the worſh'ppinz 
of I nages, Sper ftition, and the Tftiru» 
tions of men, then the reaſon, witt, ore, 
in vention, and prudence „tf rn, 

T hertore the worth pping ot D-aſters 
is nothing bur the adoring of che images 
of God, not according to his Word as he 
doth teach, figute and forme it to us, but 
according to our own opinion and lelfe 
Concelr, 

Apaine, what other thing is ſinne then 
our one will, witt, and counſell, fowne 
unto us with the Seeds of the Serpent. 
Conſider the inſtiturions , ptactice, aud 
Life of all Mankind , when and how 
you will, you ſhall figde it nothing _ 

then 
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tuen humane wildome ; bere every man 
would be his owne God, guide, governe, 
teach move, tevenge, defend, excuſe, aud 
enrich himlelfe; and every man ſets his 
owne braiuc,will,and reaſon in the place 


of bis God, fo that finne & the fall of 


Adam is nothiog elſe bur the humane 
affectation of the art, reaſor,& knote- 
ledge of the fleſh;aod cherfore deſerved- 
Iy is teatmed fooliſhneſſe and enmity, 
deadly and Deviliſh. 

All men ought with Chriſt to become 
nothing, and with a conrinuall decreale 
& depte ſſion of ſoule, become afles, fools 
& children, but now it is quite contrary : 
every man labours tbat be may be wile, 
great,illuſtrivus and mightie ; ſo many 
arts and (ciences are learned of men, that 
they may be great, famous, and excellent 
in the eyes of the world: ind may obtaine 
titles of honour, & names of reſpe&, 

Hence it is that yong men are inflamed 
with a deſite of glory, & labour not only 
to be famous in Scholes but to be admi- 
red in the pulpitt alſo; and for that end 
they ſeeke out learned Totors, who may 
make them expert, quick, and acute in all 

| kind 


— 


— a __ _— 


| 
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kind of Literall deceits and exerciſes of 
arts By which it is as cleare as the Sunne 
that the whole world is contrary and eu- 
mity to God. Here every man kifſivg his 
owne band and adoriog his one wilt, 
eſteeming it to be his light & his Gcd; 
Even it that was the ooly ſinne of Adan; 
and it from whence other ſinnes came & 
have their originall , as ob confeſle'!; 
(Job. 33. 31.) For to admire & ww ſhip 
himſelfe, and tobe led by bis own will; 
In a word, to ſtand vn bis own bottom, & 
to deſire to be ſomething of bimſelfe 
without God , is that one mortall ſinue, 
which is the fuuntaine of al other; for the 
luſts of the fleſh, and the witt tbereof is 


| very dead, 


Abd man like a Logg, is no bettet 
then dead j but while he doth nothing, 
kaowes & deſires nothivg , but keeping 
a holy Sabbath or reft ; dyes wholy unto 
bimlelfe; and beidg void of will or 


| witt, reſignes himſelfe over anto God, 


and permits bim to know and doe in 
bim, what, when, and how be will 
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And nw the whole world lyes over. 
whelmed wi'h this ſinoc; in ſo much that 
it doth no other but adore the worke of 
its owne hand , that is its oe inven. 4 
tion, counlels, comments, and wildume, * 
To this purpole all thinys ate directed, 
intented, and wreſted ; yea the very 
Scriptures themſelves, the word of God; 3 
that it may be agreable to our corrupt 
reaſon, and not hinder the courle of out 
carnall and fleihly witt, and knowledge, 
but all theſe things muſt bee unlearned 
and caſt away if we will ſce God. And 
therefore the Scriptures urge lo often 
times, that wee (hould become Fooles, 
little Children, and purge our lebe s with : 
the Fruit of the Tree of Life , that we | 
may vomit up that poylonfull witt and | 
knowledge of the Forbidden Fruit, | 
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CHAPTER IX. 
That the Tree of the knovrledge 


of Good and Evil , pianiea in He 
o Adam, u the Sce d, W d and [pi of 
the Serpent, and that great D aſter, An- 
rchrsft, finne, deatb, he Devi, & t 
Featt, which u mentioned in Danill, 
and the Apocalips . which i the greateſt 
and commoneſt Idolatry. 


1. What is that Beaſt of which Daniell 
wiiteth,which ſpeaketh againſt the higb- 
eſt, ad ſlayeth the Sainiy of God? 
2. What is that Serpent who de ceived 
Adam & Eva?t 
d } 3+ What is the Tree of Knowledge of 
i 
| 
| 


Good and Eyvill? 

4. W bat is that impudent King and An- 
tichriſt , of whbum Dani: and PA 
ſpeakerh,: Theſ.2 ? 

5. What is that many headed Monſter, 
mentioned in the Apocalyp: , whom the 
| whole World doth worſhip ? 

6. What is ſiane What death? What 
| the Devill e 
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l anſwer: it is every mans one car- 
nall wit and reaſon , righteoulo. f(-, and 
the like; For wihici calc Pl Caileth ix 
death,comiry, & to 1:{hirfl- anc» Good, | 
and Saint, [ame calls it Cr thly, gumage, 
and deviliſh, Hecaule theſe thtet ate one; | 
For whatlocver 1s humane, is worl ily ,& 
Deviliſh; and whatſoever is Devi hes 
Euirthle, For the Devill and Man, Adam 
and he Serpent, are [w orn- Brethren, yea 
both one; Fot the Serpent hath fo ſhed 
bis widme, and fained tighteouſi eile 
into the heart of A lam, that the Sed of 
the Serpent aud his word are incorp{- 
raced and made man , ſo that now the 
lame thing may be laid of buth, 

Aud even as thole that are borne of 
God , and in whom the Word of God is 
incorporated. ate called God, or one ſpi - 
rit with God : So all men borne of fl-th | 
and blond, before they be regenerate & 
planted into Chriſt , may be called De- 
vVils; and ſo whatſoever is Earthly, may 
beſaid to be Devilith, aud whatſoever is 
Deviliſh, may be ſaid to be Earthly. 

Apaine , what is the Fall of Adam but 


only the wildome vi ihe Serpent and 
Fruir 
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Fruit of the forbidden Tree? What js 
that old Dragon, who aſcends out of bel? 
and with bis tayle drawes a great part 
ot the Srarres of Heaven after bim? But 
ge onely tbe wiſdome of the Fleſh, which 
©, F doth extoll it ſelfe ayainſt God, and 
; 7 delires to become a God unto it lelfe ? 
& What are the thoughts of the Flein? 
bat is ſiane? what pride? But the 
mn F wiſdome and Fruit of the Forbidden 
41 Tree, 
d What are the Decrees of Men? The 
8 workes of teaſon agaioſt God ? Mens 
t inventions, knowledge,and bookes ? Bur 
- & ovely the art of the Devill , Eaten of the 
© f Tree, 
W hat is all the worſhip of Images 
F if and all falſe Religions ? as of Jewes, 
Turkes,intidels, aud all falſe Chriftians. 
What are all Sacraments, Alſemblies, aud 
| |3 Ceremonies ? But an apple of this For- 
bidden Tree : which bearing a ſhew 
| to be of the Tree of Life , offers unto 


Men,pleaſant Fruit to his eye, that is, 
reaſon which wholoever cates, be (hall 
hade to be deadly. 


F No 
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[ anſwer: it is every mans one car- 
nall wit and reaſon , righreoulſa {l-, and 


1 
the like; For 13 caulc P Cailetht ig c 
death, enmite, & to {hier fl- unto Go, ff © 

0 
C 


and Sant, [ame calls it garthly,: ymane, | | 
and deviliſh, Hecauſe theſe three ate one; | 
For whatloever 14 humane, fs worl ly ,& 
Deviliſh; and whartlorver is Devi b. ; 
E arthls, For the Devill and M „o, Adam 
and (he Scr 


Di at t ad 
I\Lenyb\c _ 


li.. .. e tu: Spent and 
Fruir 
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Freit of the forbidden Tree? What is 
that old Dragoo, who alcends out of bel? 
and with his tayle drawes a — part 
ot the Srarres of Heaven after bim ? But 
go onely tbe wildome of the Fleſh, which 
de, | doth excoll it ſelfe ayainſt God „ and 
'";'F delires to become a God unto it ſelfe ? 
* What are the thoughts of the Flein? 
bat is finne? what pride ? But the 
n wildome and Eric at be Forhidden 


the 
eos 


But 
1-4 14 


Tas pot 5 


— 


& 
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lanſwer: it is every mans one car- 
nall wit and reaſon , rigbteouſa ſſe, and 
the like; For uc ca e Pal Caileth ix 
death, enmito, & to hiſheſſe ant God, | 
and Stunt. [ame calls it garthlynumane, | 
and deviliſh, Hecauie theſe three ate one; | 
For whatloever 1s humane, fs Werle, & 
Deviliſh; and whatlocver is Devi ibs 
Eirthle, For the Devill and Man, Adam 
and he Serpent, ate (w »rn- Brethren, yea 
both one; For the Serpent hath fo ſhed 
b's vid "me, and fained tighteouſi eile 
into the heart of A lam, that the Sed of 
the Serpent aud his word are iacotpo— 
rated and made man , ſo that now the 
lame thing may be laid of buth, 

Aud even as thoſe that are borne of 
God, and in whom the Word of God is 
incorporated. ate called God, or one ſpi - 
rit with God: So all men borne of fl-th | 
and blond, before they be regenerate & 
Planted into Chriſt , may be called Des 
vils; and ſo whatſoever is Earthly, may 
beſaid to be Devilith, and whatſoever is 
Deviliſh, may be ſaid to be Earthly, 

Apaine , what is the Fall of Adam but 
only the wildome vi ihe Serpent and 

Fruir 
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Fruit of the forbidden Tree? What js 
that old Dragov, who alcends out of bel? 
and with his tayle drawes a great 
ot the Srarres of Heaven after kim But 
4; ooely tbe wiſdome of the Fleſh, which 
e, i doth extoll it ſelfe ayainſt God, and 
deſires to become a God unto it ſelfe? 
* What are the tboug hts of the Fleih? 
bat is ſiane? what pride? But the 
u wiſdome and Fruit of the Forbidden 
TY Tree, 

4 W hat are the Decrees of Menꝰ The 
© F workes of reaſon agaioſt God ? Mens 
f inventions, knowledge, aud bookes ? Bur 
- & ovely che art of the Devill , Eaten of the 
ff Tree, 

W hat is all the worſhip of Images 
| and all falſe Religions ? as of Jewes, 
Tutkes, intidels, aud all falle Chriftians. 
What are all Sacraments, Alſemblies, aud 
Ceremonies > But an apple of this For- 
4 bidden Tree: which bearing a ſhew 
| to be of the Tree of Life , offers unto 


Men,pleaſant Fruit to his eye, that is, 
reaſon which wholoever cates, be (hall 
fiade to be deadly. 


F No 
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No man cin fully expreſſe that ido. 
latry,with which all the corners of the 
world and hearts of men are ftuffed up; 
and who is it that doth not adore him» 
lelfe , and ſayes to bis hand, wildome, 
and reaſon, his art and his knowledge, 
_ art my God, in thee I truſt, ia thee | 

pe. 

Indeed men ſay not this with tbeir 
mouth , but ſurely in their lives, workes, 
and hearts, they plainly teſtitie as much, 

Hence all men deny that there is a 
God, and teftify the ſame by their works; 
For if they tbioke there is God, wher- 
fore doe they not reſigne vengeance un, 


to him? Wherefore ate they ſo doubtfu}ly} 
diſti acted ? Wheref,re doe they forge | 
ſuch wicked deceits, to deceive one an- 


other ? Wherefore doe rhey ſo warre 


upon one another(whether with right or 
injuſlice it matters not) and contend 


together for mine and thine ? Why doe 


they lye, cogg, and flatter, one another 
Wherefore doe they labour night and 
day to gett and heape up riches ? Wher. 
fore are they ſo forget full of the word 
of God, ard lo little eſteeme bis precepts 

and 


| 
| 
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and commande ments > But that they 
take God cares not for them, of that be 
cannot ur will not revenge them; there» 
fore it is ne ce ſſary that they belpe aud 
revenge themſelves; or that they thinke 
that while to long tu wait and expect the 
he lpe of God, before habe ven- 
geance and puniſhnent they themſelves 
{ball be overthroawen; And becauſe they 
thinke that nothing but povertie comes 
upon them, if they have any commerce 
and communion with the truth of Godz 
therefore it is neceſſary that they belpe 
themlelves, and labour fur their living, 
by lying,copging, deceiving, and uſury, 
and the like; this makes a man rich aud 
honourable, As for the word of God that 
is but a late helpe , and deficient in ad- 
verlitie; it ſtands us in hand, therefore 
to adore our lelves, ſpeake bigge & ſwel- 
ling words; elevate our ſelves as much as 
we can. V Vho bur my ſelfe is God ? ſaith 
the world in the courle of her Life. 
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CHAPTER X, 


An anſvyer t0 certaine obiections, 
that. we owght to be wiſe , and vos | 
fool; and how we ought to 
be wiſe, ana how 


fooliſh, 


But you wil ſay, that the learned (hall 
ſh ne as the Starres or Suone in Heaver, 
and in a thouſand places wee are com- 
manded to apply our hearts upto wil- 
dome, as in the Properbs and Eccleſ, wiſe 
men are commended ? 

To which I ao{wer , that it is rightly 
ſpoken, if ir be rightly uodei ſtood, to 
wit,of the tree divine & heavenly knom - 
ledge, which God bimſelfe doth worke 
& teach in thoſe that are poore in ſpirit; 
I lay, it is underftood of the wildome of 
the tree of lifeʒaad not of the deadly and 
fool. ſh wildome of the Fleſh, which. is 
the kneledge of good end evill;and the | 
Scriptures will bave us to acknowledge 
our fully , and to be made fooles in cut 
owacjudgemeut, (and indeed we are fo, 

but, 


pM, 


: 
. 
N 
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but we would not be accounted ſo) and 
forget all things wherby we may become 
truely wile, and receive the influence of 


J divine knowledge into oor foules ; For 


we are all fooliſh & wicke and we will 
not ſce and perceive it, nor beleeve it; 
and therfore God woul'l have us by con- 
fe(ſing our folly in true ſimplicity , to 
give « farewell unto ir, & by ſubmitting 
our ſelves over unto God, be made ttuely 
wiſe and learned by him. 

Hereup n it is that Selowery calls them 
fooles, whom Paul calls wiſe & pradentg 
S!lowony calls them what they are in- 
deed in the ſight of God; but Paw! calls 
them what they ſeeme to be in theirown 
eyes,and in the fight of men: We muſt 
unlearne , add therein ftrive ro be fooles 
in that herrin we learne and firive to be 
wile inz But is it is given us of God, ſo it 
can be learned from none but God; and 
as the love of God ſhed abroad in our 
hearts, begets a mutuall love of him 
againe Even ſo Gods knowing of us, be. 
gets iv us « knowled2eof him, as Pal 
witneſleth to the Gal: after that ye knew 
God, or rather are kgowne of him. 
=” IF 3 As 
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CHAPTER X. 


An anſvyer to certaine obiectiom, 
that. we owght 10 be wiſe , 4er 
fooles ; and how we ouyht to 
be wiſe, ana how 


fool ſh. 


But you wil ſay, that the learned (hall 
ſh ne as the Starres or Suone in Heaver, 
and i1 a thouſand places wee are com- 
manded to apply our hearts upto wil- 
dome, as in the Proverbs and Eccleſ, wiſe 
men are commended ? 

To which I ao{wer, that it is rightly 
ſpoken, if ir be rightly uodei ſtood, to 
witynf the tree divine & heavenly know- 
ledge, which God bhimſelfe doth worke 
& teach in thoſe that are poore in ſpirit; 
I ay, it is underftood of the wildome of 
the tree of life;and nor of the deadly and 


fool.ſb wiſdome of the Fleſh , which is 
re knwledpge of good and ey ill and the | 
Scriptures will bave us to acknowledpe | 
our fully , and to be made fooles in out 
owacjudgemeut, (and indeed we are fo, 

bur, 
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but we would not be accounted ſo) and 
forgerall thiogs wherby we may become 
truely wile, and receive the influence of 
divine knowledge into our foules ; For 
we are all fooliſh & wicke and we will 
not ſce and perceive it, nor beleeve it; 
and therfore God would have us by eon- 
feſſhng our folly in true ſimplicity , to 
give a farewell unto ir, & by ſubmittivg 
our ſelves over unto God, be made truely 
wiſe and learned by him. 

Hereup n it is that Selm calls them 
fooles, whom Paul calls wiſe & pradevry 
Salomo calls them what they are in- 
deed in the ſight of God; but Paul calls 
chem what they ſeeme to be in theirown 
eyes,and in the ſight of men: We muſt 
unlearne, avd therein ftrive to be fooles 
in that herria we learne and firive to be 
wile io; But a itis given us of God, ſo it 
can be learned from none but God ; and 
as the loye of God ſhed abroad in our 
bearts, begets a mutuall love of him 
againe;Even ſo Gods knowing of us, be. 
gets in us knowledge of him, as Paul 
witneſleth to the Gal: after that ye knew 
God, or rather are kgowne of him. 

—— As 


— 2 . 


$6 The forbidden Fruit. 

As alſo to the P+-ll, I deſire to know 
as | am koowne, And alto 1. J. 3. He Nen 
firft loved us. Allo in another place: if & wi 
any man le ve God, be is borne of Cod. pu 
Out of all theſe places 1 gather,that God pr 
is never koow ne, loved, lought,ur found Ifo 
of us, untill we be kovwoeg loved ſougbt MY on 
and found of God ; as Chri faith to the 11 
Phariſes : the Kingdome of Gcd is in m 
you; and Paultothe eAthentans ; Hee Ye] 
Is not farr« ft from cyery one of us; for us 
in bim we live, move, & have our being. Nor 
But this is moſt milerable and lamens Not 
table, ibat thoſe bo profeſſe themſelves di 
| to know God , know him por as they 
＋ ought ; as Paws! teſtiſies of the world: 
If avy man love the wor ld, the love of the 
Fs Father is not in him. And againe: if any 


LY 


I! 4 man lee me to know any thing, be knows 

j 1 eth nothing as he ought, 

if Vc ſhould know this, that by nature re 
„ we kuow nothing , but are altogether Wh 


blind,, dead, and focliſh in fpirnuall 
| things; and th s knewledge ſhould make WE 
1 us nothing, ſooliſh and Children in our 
| o©wWne ches, But wee deſite to know, Id 
aud ſecme wile , wheteby it comes to I. 
1 paſle 


The forbidden Fruiv, 25 
paſſe that we know not how, or for whay 
end we ought tolearne —— , for 
wiſdome is not given anto us for this 
purpoſe, that thereby being puffed with 
pride, we extoll our ſelyes, and become 
{omerhing in the eyes of the world, but 
on the contrary to make us nothing, 
This is the knowledge of God , that 
makes us Fooles and Children to our 
ſelves and the world : ir doth not puffe 
us up, making us ſeeme wile in our own 
opinion; Noe, for that is the knowledge 
of the Serpent , both moR deviliſh and 
deadly, 

Thus you ſee that the whole world 
knowes not what, how, and for what end 
they ſhould defire to know, but alwayes 
F ſtrives againſt God in their knowledge; 
and know not of what things they ought 
to be ignorant off, but cbeifly are defi- 
Frous to know thoſe things they ought to 

be ignorant off; and ſo by their one 
t aod knowledge make themſelvet 
EF ooles, i 
Bteefly, that wbich they doe know and 
doe defire to know , that they ſhould 
F Jearne to unkoowz and what they reſiſt 
F 4 to 
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to know that they ihould learn to knom, 
otherwiſe Gad will never acknowledge 
them for his owne, becauſe God bath de · 
termined ever co acknowledge ,couwne 
or reward any tbing in us, but bis owne | 
guifts and workes , that u never to love 
ot accept any thing in us but bimlelfe : 
For be alone is the Ligbt, Life, the way, 
and the truth, ſo that wboloever is not in 
him,or be io them, they alwayes wander 
in the pethes of errour and ſhadow of 
death, Now every man knows what it is 
to walk indatknes , The wolls of leruſe» 
lem were not to be opened before abe 
Sunne did riſe z even lo ſhould no 
man intend to goe forth before the 
Sonne of rigbteouſneſſe arole in his 
hcart;ſioce all things depends upon bim, 
and bee ſhould be our Teacher and 
Example, hy whole inftruQtion ve ſhould 
lcarne , and by whole Example wee 
ſhould walke,as the Scriptures teſtify, þ| 
It is an eaſie thing to lay, that the 
world is in darkneſſe, and uncopable of 
the ſpirit of truth:but no man will either | 
acknowledge or beleeve himſelfe to be 
the world , or that the whole world to 


God 
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God is all Fleſhs avebe Sonn es of Adem 
all were natural men, with abe univectall 
rigbteouſat ſſe „ ten, ad wildome 
thereio q but by the world mem bake 
to be underftood the Tuikes, Gentle, & 
Heathens ; «nd I keow not # hat pec ple 
of the fartbeft parts oi the world, -aturh» 
buting fo much eo ert, torgues & Ser ip- 
tures, which they al mofl ptefet re above 
the ſpirit 3 andif A mer doe reede'and 
bave « Bible, they thin ke it encugb , and 
that by which they mey esfily obtaine 
the Holy Ghoſt ; not conbidering thee 
either the Holy Ghoſt muſt bes their 
guide, and enlighten tbem in the knows 
ledge of the word, or otberwile it i but 
« dead Letter; avd is ſo farre from 
bringing Life with it, ther it mortifies & 
kills che Reader: as Panlimplies, where 


be ſaytb, the ſpirit quickens and not the 


3 Leitet. 

| The [ewes in anncient times, and fo 
men in thele deyes doe boaſt themſelves 

| ofthe word of God, & are ſtrongly per- 

{waded}, that out of it they are able to 

gather Life co their ſoules ; but they are 

facre deceived, 


3 Where: 
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Wherefore Cbriſt fayes : In whom 
thinke ye to have Life. As for the Scrip. 
tures bis teſtimony of them is this, that 
they are them which teſtify of him. 
Therfore all arts and knowledges are 
na wayes the cauſe of Life;but the kuo - 
ledge of Life to know him in and with 
God;wicked nature hath alwayes a per- 
verie end, propoled to it ſelfe, and there - 
fore it aelires to know all things , not 
for God bur for its owne lake; therefore 
all things are to the fleſh (as it is irs (elf) 
vaide and perverſe , if the learning of ſo 
many arts had beene neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, God had created and taught them 
in the beginning ; Neither would bee 
have ſuffered that men ſhould ſo long 
heve wanted that , without which they 
were not able to attaine to Lite; but 
becauſe they were formed out by men, 
and ſtill are found out by them, though 
oo man beany white the more unhappie, 
if ſo be he never know any thing of them; 
Yea hee were more happie if he could 
nalearne them, though with greater dif- 
ficalry then he learned tbem; you may 
by the Tree conjefture what tbe Fruit 
1, 
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is, what humane arts and ſciences ate: 
io witt, the Fruit of the forbidden Tree; 
How then can they conduce any thing. 
unto Lite, being the only precep's & ing 
veniiuns of men, 

Therefore very well in praiſe of that 
word of God doth Cornelis Agrippa call 
all arts and actions of men meere igno» 
rant fables and fooliſhoes , in bis Booke 
de vanitaie Scuntianam, The beginning 
and end v herecf wee bave putt in this 
Bouke , that wee may not leeme alone 
with Erneftins to contemne atis and 
praile folly, 

W heretore if thou leane unto arts, 


pleaſe and boaſt thy ſelfe in them, having 


— — 
. — m 


any hope or accountiog thy ſelfe any 
thing better for them , they will prove 
death unto thee, fur tbey doe no more 
conduce to thy happines then garments, 
time, place, or ſuch like circumſtances; 
But as they are the inventions of the 
fle ſh. ſo doe they produce no other thi 

in thee then the workes and Fruits o 

the fleſh, to witt,ſelte- love, pride of ſpi- 


Tit, conte mpt, diſdaine, ſecurity, & ſuch 


like; Aud this is verified by experience, 


for 
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for ho men are more perverſe, craftle, & 
covetous , then theſe wordly wiſe and 
learned men bee, being men drowned in 
their owhe ſelfe · love, eftcemed of them- 
ſelves worthy to be beloved and reve- 
renced of all; full of raſh judgemenr, 
lovers of all pleaſures , and (o full of all 
vices : that the whole world gives cre- 
ditt to do men leſſe, ſpeakes worſe of 
no men more: being full of taunting & 
reproaching proverbs egainſt them; ſuch 
as theſe , the better learned, the worler 
mannered, the better Scoller the worler 
Chriftian, No man ſcapes ſcotfree out of 
the cla ves of a preift. He that wil have an 
boneſt houle, muſt keepe it free from 
Preifts, Apes,& Doves. A monk dare doe 
as much as he dare thioke. Iheſe & ſuch 
like proverbs are common iv every mans 
mouth ; which ariſe from this that they 
are ſo ſwollen with the poyſon of the fruit 
of the forbidden tree, ſo puft up with the 
falſe opinion of their owne wildome and 
riphteonſneſſe , that no rich man is more 


infolent by reaſon of his riches, then theſe 


perverſe wiſe menare by reaſon of their 
tts & knowledge; So tbat it is as eaſie to 
temove 
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te move Cx out of his Kingdome, as 
due of theſe wile men out of his opinion 
and tenent; And truely ir cannot be but 
by bow much a man is more wile io the 
art of the forbidden tree, by ſo much hee 
is more miſerable, as Chriſt witneſſerh 
in the goſpell:that the multitude of their 
arts and knowledge is an impediment 
why they come not into the Xingdome 
of God, ad publicans and barlots eoter 
la before them, 

T herfore theſe men are toperiſh with 
their arts, & to depart empty, and lo fart 
is avy of chem from leavipg bis art, wil. 
dome, knowledge, & righteouſneſle,thar 
be eſtee meth theſe to be the goed and 
riches of the ſoule, which neitber theen 
can ſteale, not moathes corrupt, when in 
very deed they ate nothing bur the in- 
ventions of Satan, fruits of the forbidden 
tree,aod the death of the ſoule ; For the 
life of the ſoule is the true knowledge of 
God, which himſelfe doth work & teach 
in us, to wit, the ſruit of the Tree of life; 
whole fruit is that it makes a man gentle, 
loving. humble, lowly, meeke, &c. By this 
let a man examine bimlelfe , with what 
witt and tigbteouſeeſſe bee is 3 

or 
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For if dey by day, he be leſſe in his own 
eyes and in the judgement of che wor'd; 
if be ſeeme ſtill more fooliſh in himſelfe, 
and a Child in his one thoughts, bis 
knowledye is divine the Seede of the 
VVoman, « Fruit of the Tree of Liſe; 
but if hee finde conrrary effects in hm. 
ſelfe, then is all his wild me Drvilih, 
the Seede of the Serpent and Fruit of 


the Forbidden Tree, and ſo the death of | 


the loule, 


— — 


CHAP. II. 


Of the Tree of Life, vyhat it ? 


why Alam was excluded from 10, 
and not prmuiced to eale 


thereof, 


Jo grant thus much, that this Tree was | 
rifible in Paradiſe, and had this divioe 
yertue beſtowed upon it, that wholoever | 
eate thereof, ſhould live for ever ; But 
whereas Adam before had caten of the 
Forbidden T ree,and bad incurred death, 

there» | 
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therefore be ſhould not eate of this Tree 
of Life, leaſt otherwiſe be ſhould have 
lived for everzand in a word, God ſhould 
have beene falle in his word, which was 
that he ſhould dye the death, but God 
who is Life it ſęlfe, would not for ever 
be angrie with his Creature, but was 
unwilling that man ſhould for ever live 
in that miſery , into which be bad caſt 
himſelte, aud therefore drove him out of 
Paradiſe , and afterwards ſhewed him 
the way by which be ſhould returne into 
Paradiſe agaide, and eating of this Tree 
live tor ever;and then gaurded the Tree 
of Life with a (berub and a flamming 
ſword, leaſt man in his exile ſhould have 
preſumed to have come to this Tree, aud 
bave eates thereof, 

The will and counſell of God wes that 
it was better that man ſhould dye in the 
fleth , and ſo putt of this milerable life, 
and change it for a better, then live in it 
forever, 

Thereferc God who cannot nor will 
not hate us, delt every way moſt merci- 
full with us , it ſo bee we would truely 
coaſidet of it. 


Now 
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Now doe | think that the ſame alſo hap- 


in the true Paradiſe of Adis bearr, 
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good & 
Evill,is the Seed, Knowl-dye, and wil- 
dome of the Serpent: And the tree of 
Lite, is the Sced of che Woman, end the 
wildomeof Ged ; and theſe tw. Trees 
are, as God and Satan; ſo contrary one to 


another, that the one brings Life uato us, 


and the other death. 

Theref.re he that cates of the one, its 
impuſſible be ſhould care of the ober, 
becaule they are divided by a « flying 
Cherab and a flaming ſword; which 1 io- 
tetpret, ſiane and dil. bedience , which 
ſomerimes in the Scripturesis called a 
partition wall, 


For hee that cates of the Tree of | 


Knowledge of Good and Evill , tbat is 
bee that is poſſeſſed with a Diabolicall 
wiſdome of the Fieſh, he cannot eate 
the Tree of Life; that is, he is departed 


— 


from divine knowledge and wiſdome 
that proceeds from Gd: For theſe two | 


wiſdomes are imcompitable, they cannot 

bee in one and the ſelfe- lame heart, 

being as contrary ove to the other, as 
beaven 
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des ven to bell; He that eateth of the 
Trer of Life, and is pertaker'of divine 
knowledge, hee cannot dye, neither 
inne; For this Fruit eates the ester 
of it, and changeth bim into its owne 
nature, into Life , as the Scriptures 
be reftify of thoſe that doe eare the 
fl:ſh »f Chriſt, 

For it is on- and the ſame thirg , to 
ese Chiſt, rolivein his word, to ese 
ol the Tree of Life , to beleeve in 
G59, &c. as it is alu the fame thing to 
be in Adem, to live in Adam, to cate 
ot rhe Tree of Knowledge, of God & 
Evill, to bey the word uf S. tab, ard 
be Go3, 

Tizecf ore thoſe that eate of this dead- 
ly Tree, and adhere to the ward ad 
wildome of the Serpent, and ate borne 
of Suan, thele cannot doe any thing 
that is pleafhog unto God. As on the 
con tary the other doth not any thing 
tha: is dJ1\piraſhrap upto him. 

Therefore be that would be the one, 
muſt bidd ade ro the other : He mult 
part off tbe wiſdome of tbe dercn, aud 

G vont 
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pened in the true Paradiſe of Adis heat, 
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good & 


dome of the Serpent: And the tree of 
Lite, is the Sced of the Woman, and the 
wildomeof Gd; and theſe tw. Trees 
are, as God and Satan; ſo contrary one to 
another, that the one brings Life unto us, 
and the o her death. 


impoſſible be (h»>uld care of the ober, 
becaule they are divided by a flying 
Cherab and a fliming ſword; which ] io- 
tetpret, ſiune and dilobedieace , which 
ſometimes in the Scripturesis called a 
partition wall, 

For hee that cates of the Tree of 


i | wiſdome of the Fieſh, be cannot care 
15 the Tree of Life; that is, he is departed 


that proceeds from Gd: For thele two 
wiſdomes are imcompitable, they cannot 
bee in one and the ſelfe-ſame heart, 
being as contrary ove to the other, as 

beaven 


Now doe] think that the ſame alſo bap- 


from divine knowledge and wildome | 


Evill,is the Seed, Knowl-dye, and wil- | 


Therefore he that cates of the one, its 


— — 


Knowledge of Good and Evill , that is 
bee that is poſſeſſed with a Diabolicall | 
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dea ven to bell; He that eateth of the 
Trer of Life, and is pertaker of divine 
knowledge, hee cannot dye, neither 
ſinne; For this Fruit eates rhe carer 
of it, add changeth bim into its owne 
nature, into Life , as the Scriptures 
be reftify of thoſe that doe eare the 
He ſh of Chriſt, 

For it is one and the ſame thivg' , to 
ese Chriſt, tallve in his word, to ese 
oi the Tree of Life , to beleeve in 
God, &c. as it is alſo tue ſame thing to 
be in Adem, to live in Adam, to cate 
ct the Tree of Knowledge, of Gu d & 
Evill;, to bey the word ot Stad, ard 
| be Gou3, 
| Ther ſure thoſe that eate of this dead- 
iy Tree, and adhere to the ward and 
wildome of the Serpent, and are borne 
of Suan, thele cannot doe any thing 
that is ple ſing unto Cod. As on the 
con tary the other doth not any tlung 
tha: is dJi\pizahap upto him. 

Therefore be that would be the one, 
muſt 5i-1d ade ro the other ; He mutt 
putt off tbe wiſdome of tbe dercn, aud 
Loni 
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vomitt vp the Fruit of the Forbidden 
Tree, who would cats of the Free of 
Life. 

Adam muſt dye in us, and the witt of 
the Fleſh muſt be unlearneq of us, if we 
would bave letus Ciirtilt to live in us, 
an obtaine the dit ech of the holy 
rid; For the dent of the one is the 
lite of the other; the inficinity of the one 
is the [reggth of the other. 

Nomen can ſerve ta Maſters, nee 
ther is it pothible to unte Adam, Coch 
the Derill ropether, 


r. RII. 


The pre —.— Word of God, on 
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ed there be many arts pte fitable 
3 the hurly, which God the belly bath 
tea: ed, aud yet duih dayly fiude out, 
which 
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which trucly bring much profit to the 
kitchin;zand onely ſerve, worthip, & obey 
theit G d the belly moſt zcalouſly, as it is 
crcbedient they {h»uld. But as the cõmon 
. proverbe is , that wbich is profitable to 
the body: doth often burt the fc ue, and 
| that whicb is the bellies and fleſh, as life, 
toe, and plentie , is otten times the 
death uf the ſoule, and a meere poyſon 
watoir, becaulcthe ſpitit is conttaty to 

the fleth. 

Hence it comes to paſſe that table or 
belly arts, becauſe they be thr Fruit, off- 
{pring,and witt of the fleſh, arc alioge - 
thet vaine, famine, and death unto the 

ſoule, And on the coutraty, that one ly 
| 


art, the end whereot, was not for God 
bcllies al vantage;which the whole world 
; doth ſo much fleight and litle regard, 
a that onely true wiſdome and Theologie, 
to witt, God and the kouwledpge of his 
! Word in him; together with the know- 
| ledge of him div inely infuſed into our 
# foulcs, is the (ole art onely nec-tlary to 
mass lalvation. 
Therture the true, heavenly, & divine 
art, the tt ue tree of Life, of which ho- 
G 2 loc vet 
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vomitt vp the Fruit of the Forbidden 
Tree, who would eats of the Tree of 
Life. 

Alam muſt dye in us, and the witt of 
the Fleſh muſt be unleerned of us, if we 
would bave letus Ciirilt £o live in us, 
an obtaine the dite of the holy 
Ip.rit; For the desch of the one is the 
hte cf the other; the inficinity of the one 
is the ſLreggth of the Other, 

Nomen can ſerve two Maſters, mei- 
ther is t p ie to unte Adam, Coch 
the Deyill ropether, 


re. KI 


The praiſe of the Word of God, on 
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Ndeed there be many arts profitable 
3 the hotly, which God the belly bath 

crea:<d, aud yet duth dayly finde our, 
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which trucly bring much profit to the 
kuchinzaad onely (erve,worthip, & obey 
their G d the belly moſt zealuully,as it is 
expedient they {hould. But as the cõmon 

roverbe is , that wbich is profitable to 
the body: duth often hurt the eule, and 
that which is the bellies and fleſh, as li fe, 
fuode, and plentie , is otten times the 
death uf the ſoule, and a meere poyſon 
wntoir, becaulc the fpiritis conraty to 
the fleth. 

Hence it comes to paſſe that table or 
bclly arts, becaule they be the Fruit, off- 
Ipring,and itt of the fleſh, arc altoge» 
ther vaine, famine, and death unto the 
ſoule, And on the contrary, that one ly 
art, the end whereof, was not for God 
bcllies at vantage;which the whole world 
doth ſo much fleight and litle regard, 
that onely true wiſdome and Theologie, 
to witt " God aud the kouwledpe of his 
Word in him; together with the know- 
ledge of him divioely mfuſed into our 
ſoules , is the (ole art onely nec-(lary to 
mans lalvation. 

Therture the true, heavenly, & divine 
ert, the true tree of Life, of which ho- 

G 2 loc vet 
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ſoever exrcrh bath evcrlafting life, 

Purthermore I ſay, this orc is che 
F.ide, Wine, Milkeexctlencie, deteace 
aud all whether the profit? pieature of 
advancement of Suulrs; Al other arts 
being vaiae , doubtfull, and the poyſon 
of the Soule , hurtfull and deadly ro 
the Spirit of Man , it hee leave upon 
them, reſt in them, glory inthema, or 
bail his happineſſe up>n their landy 
foundation. In a word, bey ate the fruit 
of che Tree of Knowledge of God & 
evill. of which wh er cates,as ] have 
amply proved, hee iNail dye the 
deith. 

Therefore I defire that wee would 
not be to riphreous nur wile in our one 
eyes; As Solomer.y ( Ercleſ, 8. as allo 
P. ov:rbs 3. dot h taithfully iaſttuct 
ns 2 that we ſh-w'4 cſt:eme nothing to 
be one wild me, ightebuſne ſſe 5 Or any 
uE vertue in us , but gnely 10 know 
Gol in and with himfelfe , and love, 
praiſe, worſhipp, frare, hunour, and un- 
derſtiud him as wee ought, Which 
tcbiag weſt ncceſlarily proceede from 


God 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
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God himſelfe, beeing the worke of bis 
eternall, and im it ſelte everlaſting and 
immutable word, which without ipukes- 
man frum ham proceeds out of bis 
mouth: that hee ſpeakes in our hearts, 
teacheth himlelſe in our foules , imptia- 
ting and engraving his Image in ut, 
thereby enlighrning fo our vuderfiand- 
ing, thar to ſpcake ina ward , he fo 
teach,love,know,underftand, pray unto, 
beate. guide , governe ard worſhipp 
bimſelfe in us. 

All other things whatſoever are to 
dull, and all the vercue of things are to 
baſe , that they ſhould be able to teach 
us God, and give us everlafliog felici- 
ty; or that God by them ſhould give ie 
unto us, 

God will by himſelfe , teech tim. 
ſeife , give, and conray bimſelfe into 
our bearts : Neither will bee ſuffer 
his hogour to bee given to any Cree» 
ture, that by it wee (bould be laved 
or ſanRified ; but bee that heareth aud 
learneth it of the Fa ber commeth un- 
to him. 

G 3 He 
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He will himſclfe be the Maſter of ſpirits; 
and ſo a ſpirit ſhall be taugbr of a pit. 
And all thoſe that are divine ly inſtri cted 
ot the all knowing and under ſtanding 
God , Ihall be ſaid truely to be learued 
and wile. 

The fleſh bath teachers, who belong- 
ing tothe ould covenant, have con merce 
with the fle. The new coverfr, becaule 
It is ſpiric aud Lite, and in 'ike manner 
batb a (pir1:uall and new birth of God 
to be inftruted, hath allo a ſpiritual word 
and Mifter to inftruat it, which is the 
word and (pirit of Lite, 

Therefore if any man would know 
himſelte, ſubmitt himſelfe quietly to the 
diret.on, and pet mitt hiniſeife to bee 
lp ken too, fought and found ig him; 
He ſutely ſhould be ele vated to a won- 
derfull Light; if any man [ay duth fol- 
low the ivtruction ard Doctrine of the 
Father iv himlelfe,be verily ſhould nde 
God in God and with God, Bur the 
world buſied and accupied in the Crea- 
tures paſſeth away in a confuſion , and 
not conſidering the hidden and ſecret 
treaſute that is cloſed in bis beart; Nei- 

ther 
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ther ſeekes for this precicus Pearle , but 
covered all over with the estth uf the 
Creatures, remaineth ip datknefle with 
the multitude of bis arts and ſciences; 
weary,'gnorant,and void of all rrue arts 
and icicaces ; yet doth he in the meane 
ſp.ce learne art after art, further avd 
further ſeareheth into the ny fierie of 


kno wledpe, 


And to uſe the words of Sami Pa 
is alwayes learvirg , and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth 
bart the more he lestneth, the more per- 
verle he is; and to ſuch a madne ſle doth 
be come at laſt, through bis overmuch 
wiidome , tbat he quite forgets what to 
{ay ,bable, determine, belee ve, and what 
opinion to hoaldzand fo he togerher with 
his traile foundation and fickle arts, 
ſtag gets here and there, ſlides out of one 
ertour faro another , uatill hee become 
vaine io all his imaginations, and |:keto 
Fox's , caught with all their trickes and 
turnings; is thereby milerably enſnared 
inthe Netts aud ſnares of his owne arts 
and (ſciences, But the Chriſtian like to 
the Catt, hath but one way, knowes but 
, G 4 one 
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one art, wherel:y he is able to ſave him - 
elfe, vea that s chet fe ore, viz. his Gd, 


in « hom he bath all things , knowes, 
loves,and comprehends all things; And 
therefore hee lcapeth , when the Fox 
thovg' he know many tleip hrs , & thule 
crati.e unes indeed; yet often rogetber 
with bis fleights „ hee falleth into the 
power uf the Gods and the havds of the 
nnter. 

I herefore thou cant boaft of pothing, 
nor build upon any other thing whatlo- 
ever, but onely that ſure foundation and 
art, which is God kimlelle,& his holy 
wory; For all other things fortake man 
in advetſitte, except the hape and con- 
ion of God ; this is the true preacher 
10 0ur beatts, it any man will a!tend and 
tea ken to what he ſhall ſpeake in kim, 
be bath plantcd io us the Scede of the 
woman veere unto the Seede of the Ser- 
pert, for oppoſition unto the ſamezyes he 
bath confi med bis Spit, finger, word, 
and Inge in us; His Spicit he hath 
clothed ig us with Fleſh, and bath pla- 
eit captive in the midſt of its eni- 
mies in the Tabernacle of the Flelh, 

that 
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that it may prevaile and overcome, ad 
ſubduing the Fleſh may with it ſelfe 
carie it unto God, deify it, engreffe it, 8e 
unite it unto Cod; For this is the bgbe 
berweene the Fleſh. & the Spirit ip us, of 
di, Pan! (peakeib off, 

1 berefore if any will yeeld bimſelfe 
over in the midſt of his enimies to the 
toy Spicit, & glory iv God, as iD « moſt 
tottiied Campe in him: God would 
(itbout doubt) once come and van- 
quiſh his enimies, and fo he ſhould know 
ail things to eceroall Life. 

But be World dotb not attend unte 
God in himſelfe, alwayes occupicd with 
the ſound or ovyle of the Creatures , 
palſech on with tumult and confuſion, 
and ſo knowes nothing, beares nothing, 
learnes nothing , though in the mesne 
time it — , learcheth , and in- 
quireth out « thouſand unprofitable 
acts, and continually learnes, and the 
longer it learnes , it is the more un- 
learned , untill fliding into errour at Jaff, 
it falls quite downe. 
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But if men as Chrittians doe, would 
abiue with God privately in the Schovle 
of tacit nearts; and with Ma ie would 
ſitt attentivelyat the ſeete of tbeit Lord, 
and would both heare and learne what 
God would be pleaſed ro ſpeake, teach, 
& interprile in them, verily they divinely 
inſtructed , would at laft vomitt up all 
their arts, as in rant and folly, Ard with 
Paul would f.rgert them, deny et em, aud 
account tiu m as droſſe and dung. 

Standing water is eiſi y made bright 
with tue brames of the Sunne - and 
a rolling tone gathereth no moſſe; 
bur the roaring Rivers of this world 
m iſt neceſſarily be eithet lukewarme or 
Cold. 

Therefore it is behovefull,that before 
al things we turn unto God in our foules, 
and compole our ſelves with bim in 
quietucf]-; dayly talking with him, heare 
bim, and learne of him. Woich thing the 
dyh le world is ignorant off; it knoweth 
not how to keare the word, the Mafter, 
the teacher, and how to learne of him in 
himlelte; but alwayes it flyes out of its 
owne heœatt into the mouth of mar; who 
whea 
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when they be altogether lyers , filth ie, 
vaine, it comes to paſſe that they are all- 
wayes deceived , are alwayes leainiwy, 
and heaping many arts; when noiwith. 
ſtapding with all their arts they are ig- 
norant and fooliſh , becauſe that wbich 
they know , is but meerely ſuri eptions, 
theev ſh, untried, taken upon truft from 
others, of which they tbemlelyes never 
bad experience; but if avy to pleale the 
people bave profunRorily belee ved, yet 
together with the people they belee ve 
lome other thing, 

Theo truely like Eees they fly cut in 
ſwarming ſometimes, pte ſecutirg 8 poet 
Welell, making deare erquiry into a 
matter «t little moment, and fall into 
lome matter of diſpute, upos whole, 
foundation and grouod they are altoges« 
ther ignotant off, untill they be ſatiated 
with it, tben they fall upon lume other 
thing, 

So in times paſt all Iſrael! ( in whom 
all the whole world is figured ) rogerber 
with their Kings and Preifts did fall, un- 
till they wholy erred trom the Faith,and 
once taken were led away captive. 
| | Read 
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Kead rhe prople painted in my books 
of the World, 

Now ] call with Paul tbe word of 
God: thai toulilh and offenbive ſpeech, 
which to weer doth bring with ic the 
evoſſe, grecfe, and death of the fleſh, and 


mak eth all ttungs wbict ſee me — | 


to de nothing. and only look eth vp 
regarderh thole men who ate nothing in 
themſelves , which in ihe cycs of ibe 
world teeme the greateſt folly that cat 
be, Neither casa it be perſwaded, that let- 
ting patle that which it ſecs , it ſhould 
emorace that which it neither hath not 
lers ſor it would ratber have one bird in 
hen then two in a buſh. Neitber doth 
it doubt {> it might keepe it to preferre 
a temporaric lite before a thouſand etet · 
Dall lues. 

And therefore the Word and the 
preachers ol the word bave bet ue perle. 
cuced tor fooles. 

Now the word of God is of ſuch a 
nature and force, that thongbit hath 4 
vulget ſtile fo ſimple in the laoguage 
ttutd , yet it overthroweth all thi 
batſoevet riſe againſt it , it dulleth the 
edge 
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edge of all witr, and theſe entyſing aud 
corrupt comemplations, together with 
che more eloqueot kinde of lying, it 
doth bring into ſuch ſtraight. that ut ma- 
keth chem to bluſh for ſhame; alibough 
(as ir is alwayes the properties of lyes 
and ungodliueſſe ) they will nor conteſſe 
themlelvet to bee overcome ; Fr ibs 
word of God doth lay ſuch ftrait leege 
to the heart of Man, that every de. if 
he doe not ſpeake again{t bis owue con» 
(cience,'s forced thus to thidke, and ſo to 
determine as the word doth ſpeake, that 
ſo it is, and otkerwile it cannot be but 8 
lye. 
| a On the contrarye burſts in with « 
long Circumlocution, and one lye doth 
J almoſt weigh ten lyes, that it may ſeeme 
to be true and have a ſhaddow there» 
of, 

Rut the word of God, 28 I bare altea- 
dy (aid, doth proceed ofter a woſt ſimple 
mannre hut it doth lo gird a wan, that 
will hee or not, hee becommetb, ama» 
-d, and with admiratioy aftonilled 


& aftrighted, doth ſay,tbis is the finger 
of God, 
No 
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No man ever ſpake thus; for this word 
batb ſuch a {harpoes, ſtiug, and (treogrh, 
that it pearſeth even into the heart, and 
leperateth the fleſh from tue ſpitit, 10 as 
the minde beeing captiva ed withoar all 
controverſie, allents to the lame, and 
confirmes the truth thereot with all aſſu- 
trance; nat lo crafuc labtiltie can be ob- 
jecte:! againſt the truth, bur that may be 
bWcted, weakened, aod refuted with 
one ward; neither can any thing ſo ac- 
cate be produced, which weakened with 
the like accute, may nut be overthrown, 
ouely the word of God ovy-rcommeth 
with luch force, that even the minde uf 
the enemy is overcome and taken with 
it; tie outward man aug, and theface | 
of the fl-th, which would not be bridled, 
leekes out all kinde of ambulhes,trickes | 
and turviogs , to eſcape this thunder» 
clapp. And fall:ood,for (bam cuvcry its 
face with its hands, and th: 1gby thinks 
that the wbole body ia covered that it 
cannot be ſecn e. 

Moreover, is behovefall, has a'l other 
traditions of aves, wurd, and tpiris, bee 
examined by the word of Gol, as by ao 

index 


* 
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ia dex, golden rule, and touch - ſtone. 

call that the word of God, which is 
the Spirit and Life, (not the Letter) 
written without Inke and paper in the 
hearts of beleevers, which ſpeakes unto 
the (oules of all thole that are obedient 
unto it, This! call the Word of God; 
Not the Scriptures, For it we ſpe ke 
properly , the Scriptnres or Letters are 
not the word of God, but the minde, (pi- 
rit, ard that true divine neading, which 
Peul calleth the lence of Chriſt and mind 
of che Spitit, and Chiift we Word of 
God, 

Inis I fay is the word of God, as ſaint 
Paul duth teftify : The Letter (ſayth be) 
doth kill, bur the Spirit, tbat is the true 
and ſpiritnall meaning thereof , which 
onely (pirituall men ate indued with, 
which doth quicken, 

Thele alone have the Key of David, 
for the opening of all the Scales of this 
cloled booke ; to all other the booke is 
Sealed with ſeven Seales; Of which men- 
tion is made in Dan. Apec. f. at d Ala, 
13.by way of parable ; and ihe vaile of 
the Letter doth haug betore their 2 
unt 
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untill they rucne unto God,and (eriouſl 
will obey his will, 

Tde fpiric of «aderſtanding entrech 
into no froward ſcorner, ho ia the letter 
- only deſireth ro ſhew his nicitie and 
Clarke hip. For the truth is, that word 
of God, aud his ſecrets, are made manifeſt 
to them that feare bin, 

Therefore many in our times are 
ſaared, who bet xt ihe writings and the 
word of God doe know no d ftrreace, 
and ſo doe they eſtecme the Scriptures 
for the ward of Gd, fo as belwde it 
they knovyy no other. | 

But it appeares by the Teſtimony of 
many divinely taught. that th- ſcriptures 
are nothing but the hu'kes, th- hell, the 
ſheath, the Lanrorne,rthe hrine the let- 
ter, the cave, the vaile of the word of 
God. Frum whence it ariſeth that they 
appeare ſo finifter, and in ſhew often te- 
pugnant , and ate hidden from wicked 
men. 

Bur the Word of G04 placed in and 
under them.is the kernell,rhe life, fulnes, 
and thing it ſelfe,or ſubſt auce: For other» 


wiſe thoſe lcaroed meu the $cribes and 
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Phariſees had been ble ſſed and det 
the Letter had beene the word of Gd, 
"bY viz. the light, & c. becauſe they bad fo 
ter well conned the Scriptures , that moſt 
nd} part ef them they could {iy by heart, yet 
rd were they for all that mott milerably to 
lt perith with this At zand fo death is eaten 
by the Tree of good an't eviil, while yet 

ef men thioke thereby to have Like. 
ne But Ci1rift dh more logen goal te- 
e, ſtity, that they know not the Scriptures, 
es that is what in the Scriptures is the word 
it of God; for what otherwile bel »nged to 
' the Letter and grammaticall lence they 
of Y writt, but knew not the mind of Cbriſt, 
es which was the force and weaning of the 
ie Y Letiers;and the Letters in my judgment 
t- ¶ are of ſett purpoſe, ſo ſiniſter and darkly 
of B diRHared by the Holy Ghoſt, compre- 
y i headed aud declared, that thole impious 
e- Swine and Dogges may not underſtend 
di them, according as Chrift out of Eſay 
doth alleadge them, and giveth this rea- 
ſan, why be ſpeaketh lo obſcurely by (1. 
militudes, and demmftrayerh the fame 
thing more 22 in ſob, leaſt 


we ihoald an idoll of the Letter; 
i H And 
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A 4 that wee (h uld chinke ſome othet 
thing more necr([aric to ſalvation then 
Bitles: ro weer, that of God we ſhould 
deſire the Light of bis word , which is 
hidden io bis Lanthoro ;; ard allo that 
true teachet the H ly Spirit, which may 
direct, lead, and inſttuct us in the holy 
Scriptures , and may open the Scales 
thereof , declaring unto us the my ſterie 
of this {Hrine , that is his divige word, 
Law plcaluregw'll,cod meaning, hidden 
under the dead Letter. 

Many thi ke it enough that they bare 
Bibles, and know how toreade ; Hete 
forl-oth they ſiod tue Hy Ghott , the 
word of Gd, that double Sword of 
the Spirit; yer wrapped up, aud cloſed 
in the (heath, 

But Sho cen underſhnd, gaine, finde, 
and brandiſh the fame 2 He anſwers by 
the Prophet Eſay : Yong Childreu, who 
will be affrayd at this killing Letter, 
they are ſore out of heatt, tremble and 
dye for feare, 

Therefore ut is not enough, although 
it is god, to have Bibles, What to have 
Bibles 2 All the Phariſes bad the fame, |} 

could 
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could ſay tbem by heart , and yet they 
vc d vo leſſe blirde and dead, 

Thete very Bibles are the Tree of 
God and Es ill, of which they did eate 
des alizough . godly who conſult 
with God abo ut ihe myanirs of them, 
an4 reqvurcing therwieives , pray unto 
Kim for the obtataing of bis spit. they 
E thu Troc of Life ; God wi'l zive his 
glory to none other, no not 0 the Scrip- 
tres, but bats madeibem darke unto ns, 
aud hath reſerved the interpretation to 
imiclfe , that he may tesch, enliphren, 
rule, and guide, hew, when, and as hee 
Will; end his will is, that we alwayes 
WAX fronger, and by degrees come nea- 
tet to the koowledge of the truth, if fo 
be we would doe the fame by his help-; 
but hee hath dot ſowen his word by the 
way ſide for dogges and wines, bur bath 
covered it,the lame beeing hiding in the 
Letter, that we may not teſt our ſelves 
cuntented iu the Letter, but digg up the 
hidden treaſure ; and with all Religion 
pray for grace and uaderftanding , and 
conſult with uis Holy Spirit, that he may 
tako us into bis tuition, guide us, teach 

H 2 us, 
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ns, leade us unto the Tree of Life , the 
Fruit whereof may feed us vp unto mers 
nall Life. 

And thls is the try ail of all Arts, Doe+ 
trines, and Spirits. that they be compared 
and agree with the word of God , that 
that which is divinely unto vs, we finde 
to be tru* by his wo! d in our hearts. Ia 
a word, that our {pirits may cot firme the 
lame ſo to be by i irs teſtimony , as wee, 
have divinely learned the lame, and that 
we {uftaive for the defevce therevut to 
dye. 

Therefore it is likely and fo it ſhal be 
indeed, what Doctrine loever commeth 
fro god, the {ame is not repugnant to the 
word, ich divinely taught, we have in 
our hearts, but apreeable, thereunto gi- 
veth te ſt mony that wee know his word, 
as we are knowne of God, and compre- 
hende d as we are comprehended of bim, 
orherwife hom could we {ay Ame, and 
aſſent if the coatratie ſmuld be fall in 
us, 

Therefore they are much deceived 
whothinke that nothing is the word of 
God, but bat aliogethet diftgceth from 

our 
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our minds ; and there fore compell theme 
el ves only tobelee ve thoſe things which 
in heit inward man they can perceive, 
fe}, & comprehend to be tar wanting in 
th: m, and contrary to the m. 

Indeed the word of God invade th our 
hearts with an exceeding force, becaule 
it 15 ipirit,our hearts are fl-(Þh; hut where 
the beleeviog heart addict it ſelle to the 
worſhip of God , the word is ſoone in» 
corporated in us, and our he art made one 
with it, is converted 1oto (pirit ; fo 8s 
pow the truth it fecletn, yea and hat 
more it witnefleth that to be tte, which 
the ſpitit doth (peake unto it ; and is fo 
bound that it neceffarily mutt ailent un- 
to it; Neither doth ir ſo compel! or 
force it lelſe to belee ve, but it is fo com- 
pelled, that it canuot but beleeve, end 
would « th uſind times make a loſſe of 
its body rather then heleeve otherwile. 

So again the miad cannot be beleeved, 
and a3 loag as the minde doth uot affeat, 
it is a ſure argument, that as yet it hath 
not comprebended , nor as yet is the 
word incorporated in thee , nor the 
Saane of God borne. 
* 2 Fae 
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Tor he who comprehendetb the word az 
he is cumprehended , teeleth rhe lame, 
yeaceftifie:t, & krowerb that the lame 
is true, 

Woerefore compare , or examine all 
learding with the teſtimony ot rhe (pirir, 
For if thou art « beleever, God dwelleth 
in thee , and thou art ſcaled with his 
word and Spirit, but it thou doſt not 
belee ve, this examinatto nothing be long- 
eth untothee; For it is poken to the be- 
lee vin g Thefalentans, tiy the Spirits, 

it iv a wicked man the ſpirit were to 
be compared with his heart od with the 
letters, he c: uld never rig ily judge how 
be duth uederftend ther: , beceuſe bee 
raketb that to be the word of God whats 
loever picaleth his wicked and pet vetſe 
beart ard eyes. 

Oa the con:rary, it is commanded to 
the Saints, that they try and prove all 
Spirits and Dodrines by the word of 
God , waich divinely taught, they bave 
approved is their ſoules; aot to the wic- 


ked who ate uofitt to every good work, 


and whote judgement God doth cor ap* 
prove cﬀ, 


But 
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Bur if they ſay,they are to be brougbr 
e to the touch ſtone of the word the boly 
S$ciiprures, ] willingly grant the ſame, 
ſo that you underftand that of the minde 
[ ot the Scriprures, Which is the one ly word 
| of God; which alſo onely thoſe whoare 
of God doe underftand , bur if the De- 
trine and Spirit be compared with the 
| Letter of the Scriprures, it will be cm- 
pared diyerſly , every ore according to 
his owne unterftanding, in which they 
are deceived;neirher is this the true trial, 
as more cleace ther Light wee may ſee 
it; Since all deſtre the Letter to be this 
a ge, ard thipke them of themſelves to 
e the lame. | 

T hertore that which hath not the exa« 
mination [ ſpeake off, which I but vow 
ſpake off , is az ealily confuted as it is 
 admitted,as Gregory layth, 

Here are calheered all che arts, expla« 
nations, orations, and comments of men, 
which are boughes and fruits of the for- 
bidden Tree, io tbe Paradiſe of this 
World, from which as yet all men doe 
eate death, and yet nevertheleſſe with 
Adam and Eya think e themſelyes to eate 
# = Yy' life 
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life, and bope to be Gods. Therefore 
all mens arts are no otber then a plant of 
the Devill, who thioketh by this meancs 
to change men into Gods, & from bence 
promileth lite & immortality, when ne- 
vertheleſle death is bef te their eyes, lo 
lo ne as they have cateo of this fruit, 

Now that Sentence ſtande th firme: 
Every plant that ay Heavenly Faiber 
hath not planted {hell be cutt dos ne. 

Therctore all thole Aris muft as 
gaive id their original be brought to 
nothing, 

That } conf: Ns is the only Scope of the 
holy !criprurs, wich is the w. rd of Cod, 
krowie of them who are of God ; But 
that cheliterall add grammatica'i fence 
15, his I doe not thick, which wicked men 
doc underftand, aud allo f. l., and yet 
by Car iſt are denyed to underfiand the 
Scciptutes, but as they expound tbem- 
ſelves in the Godly , out of the Doctrine 
of the Holy Gboſt; Ard this meaniog 
cannot be comprehended in open Com- 
mentaries and rules, but the Holy Ghoſt 
wil have this book & miſtery reſerved to 


2 


himlelf, neither wil be bave it imptinted 
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but will ſhew,teacb, & open to all, accor- 
ding to the meaſute of every mans faith, 
as much as is neceſſarie, geither will be 
bave it lo committed, that one may 
teach auoiber, and ſoipcroch upon the 
priviledge of God, but will teach it bime 
felfe, that alland every cove uf us may be 
divinely taught, and may glory tbat wee 
ba ve learned ide Word of God flom 
God, and net from mer, with plea» 
lant doctliry , yet fo as men ought, 
and every te may one to aro. her give 
that teſtimony ich hee hath learued 
from God, 

$» it commeth to pafle , that wich 
Chriſt and bis Apoftles we are witn« fles 
of the Word , not Minifters of the 
Sprit; Fur who bath commaeunded 
the Wind but onely the Mafter of the 
Wiade, 

To this belongs that which 7ob, 7ere- 
mig, and Efeu ay , that we (ball all 
be taught of God , ſo as it ſhall not be 
neceflary for us to be taught of any 
other, but that lo its true as the holie 
yaRion {hall teach us. 

Hs and 
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And whereas God is onely true, and 
all mea are lyats, it cadnot be but it muſt 


be a lye aud ertour whatſoever commeth 
not from God ; and that cannot come 


from Gad which all wicked know and 
underftzad. Since they ate not of God, 
bat are lep:rared trum bim by the parti» 
tion wall of nat. 

Now what c:mmeth not from God 
is finne, and not good; and what [hinerh 
put from bis Light , is altogether dark- 
neſle, although it ſee ne to be Ligh: and 
wildome,, as Fay upbraideth the Cal - 
dead Philul.pi.scs, their oe witt hath 
dect ved them, and they were wearied 
wi h the nuiritude of their one in» 
Ventions, & c. 

God pc. ke th this againſt all arts, ex- 
cept ibe art of Gd, formed in us by his 
word; a hich exhibits unio us nothing to 
be medi. ated upem, and vewed in the 
Light bur obely God, to know aud un- 
derftand God, becauſe that word is veri - 
ly God, without any diſtinction of na- 
ture ; there as God cannot be defined, 
deſcribed, or divided; but'if we ſpeake 
properly ,Gud is all in all things, and yet 
| nothing 
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oothiflg of all theſe things which can be 
telt, conceived , or comprebedded by 
lence, reaſen, ot underflauding, ſpoken, 
written, or beard; ſo is the Word of God 
id iinite, infallible jincomprebepſible,crers 
dall, by it lelte exiſting, and farre ex- 
ceeding all the writiogs and words of 
me, becauſe it, as God cannot properly 
be written, read, ot ſpi ken. Since it is 
God, and was before writing ot man 
was, and Halbe when man is deceaſed & 
writing are cealed. | 

Therefore all thiogs are ſubic& udto 
vanity; For which cau e the nature of all 
thiogs are called yaine and veſt, by res- 
fon of the accident of vanny,kboughia 
it lelte it be good ; onely the word of 
God, which: in it telfe is perpetuall and 
lempertetpall, can neither be written in 
Letters, not expretied in word, enduteth 
tor ever, 12 

Hence it comes to paſſe, that whatſo» 
ever is ſpoken or written of it , as that 
which is not of God himſelfe , remaines 
but as a ſhadow, a figure. and teſtimony 
thereof, and js dot properly God and bis 


word, 
Now 
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Now no man can ſpeake or utièx this 
word , therefore it is neceflacy that it 
ſp:ake it ſelfe, in ao obedient and wil- 
ling heart 3 and for this cauſe it is te- 
quired of every man , tbat bee ſubmitt 
bimſelfe under the potent hand of God, 
yoid of his owne will , free and cleare 
fron his ow ue beart, and (uburdinare to 
the will of God, that God or his word 
may ſpeake, teacb,ſerke, love, fiade, ac- 
knowledge, deſeech, hear, praiſe, honour, 
feate, and adore it lelfe, 

This alone is the art of God, which be 
dimſelfe doch teach in us, without this all 
other arts ate notbing; For beſides this 
t know all things, is tobe ignorant of 
all chings, All arts without this art is 
vaniry , which yet is better conceived in 
heart then it can be utteted in word; yea 
ir cannot be expreſſed or declared in 
worde, therefore no man can teach the 
ſame tu an other , but it is to be taught 
and maaifeſted by God, to the teaching 
of which whoſoever ate ſent, they ate 
not Doctors or Mefters, but onely wit- 
neſſes of that word, which by the vertue 
of God is before in our heart. 
ps T berefore 


| The forbidden Fruit. 124 

Therefore it hath many names, which 
oftentimes are uſed one for an other; ſo 
that as ſometime tbe Farber , ſomerime 
the Sonden, and ſometime the Holy 
Ghoſt is called the Fountaine of Lite or 
Truth; So the word of God is ſome- 
times called the Seed of God, lumerimes 
bis ſoule, ſometimes his ſoonn, ſome- 
time his arme, ſometimes bis hand, ſome- 
time his tight hand, ſometime bis Law, 
locetime bis will, ſometime bis image, 
lomerime his inſpiration. 

And hither may be referred all the 
names which the Scriptures give to the 
Father, Sonne, ard Holie Ghoſt, and the 
word of God, which are all ove, and re- 
ferred uuto one, (erve to the fignifica- 
tion of the ſame thing, 

And this Word which in the New 
Covenant is called Chrift, is the eſſence 
of all things which are, and all things 
are crented by it, and alſo are preſerved, 
nouriſhed , and (uſtained by it , and 
in ir, 

S, chat all things bave their bee- 
ing rather in the Word then in tbem- 
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Aad if God (hould withdraw this word 
to bimfelte, as was the eftate of theo be. 
fore che beginning of the world, while 
yet the world was dot male of him, fo 
{ſhould all things neceſla.ily ia the lame 
momeat be tu ned to nothing egiine, 
Iberefote du h God even to ibis day 
preach this word unto us, andy i 
ine ff. Ae, a Tauern aith, haugu ia lum 
all things have their eſſcuce aud being 
in & from God. 
Woaeretore to com mitt and cooſectate 
« mans ſelte to this living word of God, 
is the onely life eternal ; «nd chat itue 
one art and-part of Mey wich cannot 
be taken from her;all other arts acc vaine 
and muſt periſh with the inventors and 
profeſſors, oaly ro kaow Gd, & obey bis 
word, which the Scriptures calls to cate 
Chrift,to belecve io him, to putt on the 
new man, to adhere uato God, to be bora 
ane w, to live to the ſpirit, to heare and 
receive the word of God, to be baptized, 
to be ingrafted into Chritt , to receive 
Chrift, and many ot her teatmes: is not 
onely of it ſelte immortal, but pceſet veth 
all from death, who ate inducd with the 
lame. 
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fame, No ma can conſume this bread, 
but it preſerves him the eater thereof, 
from eternall death, and hunger unto 
erccaall life, 

T his treaſure can no theefe take away, 
no ruſt or moath cortupt. In a word, this 
etercall word is to a Chriſtian all things: 
in adverſitie a Sword & Weapon agau ff 
all dangers , meate to him that ftarves, 
cloathivg to the cold , for want of dis 
vine grace, and a ſure ſanQuary to every 
fugitive, 

But be that knoweth all things, and is 
Ignorant of this, knoweth nothing : even 
as bee Who kuoweth and het all thiogs, 
and wanteth God , poſſeſleth notbiogy 
and if it could be , that avy man could 
know all arts, which all men at any time 
bave knowne and underſtood; if he were 
a Pandora, ora Hippies , knowing all 
things , yet were be not therefore any 
whict better in the fight of God yea ] 
dare (ay, he ſhould be lo much the worle, 
by bow mach he bad glutred bimſelfe of 
the tree ot knowledge & eaten deatb;for 
the more poyſon is tecei ed, the ſpeediet 
will che de ſtruction be, 3 

| n 
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Aad even as this was the fall & death of 
Adũ, viz. o become « god, & toarrogate 
to be lomet hing in himſelſe, & to know, 
J will not lay tobe guotant of nothing. 
That fal cannot be forgiven, or repaired, 
uolefle thou vo niit up 3'l that Diabuli- 
call art and curious koowletpr; and be. 
ſides cate of the Tree of Lite, which (hall 
worke in thee an utter forgerfulneſle of 
all thoſe arts, and make thee a C. ilde, a 
Foole, and reduce thee roinnocencie un- 
der God,that at length th u mayſt know 
that which God would knuw in thee; ſo 
be himſelfe (h ul teach and furgett in 
thee by bis word, according as it 1s faid; 
otherwiſe all things arc unprofitable, yes 
though a man know all things, they are 
not onely unprotitable, but alto a hinde. 
rance to this art of God. He that is igno- 
rant of this, 1a vaine bath h- learned & 
koowne all things elſe beſides. 

In the word of G x4 alone, which pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of god. is ſcated 
the tule of all thing the Scope, Doctrine, 
art, life, and truth, teaching what is to be 
done, what nor to be done, what to bee 
ſpoken, what got to be ſpoken , whether 
to 
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to enter, from whence to depart aud 
come our, 

Ail other arts they be variable what - 
loc vet they be io time, fortune, vauitie, 
death, and obi ion; and not onely thele 
ate, but allo the Letiets, bos kes, formes, 
n-afiers, toogues, Which, we uſe, due 
periſh. aad owners after chem, which luc- 
ci ed iu their places, ſo that no. hing is cõ- 
ſtent & of loug continuance iu the earih, 
but all tungs according to their vitible 
natute, are freyie,mutable,avd momeu- 
taiy, Flow often ate the tougues them- 
let wen changed ; how often the fotmes 
being temoved, dee nes ſucceed in their 
place. (a | have laid be ſote) Ottbogr phy 
is not ever like it elfe, and the lame 
wich all people in all times; yea rhe rrue 
pronuunciation of the Latin tongue ( a$ 
Cornel Agripps ia his booke, called De 
v4nt tt ſcrentrarnrn , formerly alleadged 
by us) is periihed, and no where extaor, 
Moreover, the auncient Letters of the 
Hebrews are gone , fo that there is 
no memorie left thereof, but onely 
thoſe which Eſ&14 in their place in. 
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Adde moreover , that the tongue is 
made vetie lam e by the Caldeans, which 
allo hath been incident to periſh of other 
torpurs; u that no man there is who can 
hoe out their auncient forme and dia- 
I-&s ; Befides this new words doe all- 
wayescreepe in the old word , beeing 
grow en out of uſe, And agaive, the old 
words are received, the new being thruſt 
out;'o farre forth, that nothing is durable 
or conftant in this life, And it any man 
wonld obſerve, he ſhall fiode that our 
mother Tongue in England is dayly 
changed: that at this day they ſpeake 
otherwiſe then they did a few yeares 
fiance; yes and [uch a curiofitie & nice» 
peſles there is in the word «nd tongues, 
that what men bave a while made ule 
oft, ſuddenly they caſt away, as diſdainivg 
the ſame z Every man endeyouring to 
bring out ſome new and rare thing, that 
he leeme not to imitate the words of any 
other : inſomuch that the cheife inven. 
tour of words doe now obraine the cheif 
praile and eſtimation of Arr. And by this 
meaves all things are coofounded in the 
earth; aud what ow is new, is ptelesthy 

growen 
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Fbe forbidden Fruit, 132 
growen old, and avone become new 
againe; and the beatts of men, the K ing- 
domes, peoples , and 47 ite 
World, like tothe courle of the yeare. 

lu times peſt France ſpoke the Dutch 

{10guape(as Bratxs Abhenumu writing of 
tie Germaine affaires, moſt elegantly 
pruves ) but now it hath gathered a 
proper ſpeech to it ſelte out of 114 ie, 
Ger mame, & Spaine, but moſt pecially 
tem [t4/s+ Which thing of the tongue 
was Cauſed, perhaps by their warre , 
becaule divers people beirg m x d to- 
getbet, ibey made aud uſed a mixes K nd 
vi Speech. 

Hence it came to paſſe, that as yet 
they retaine ſome of the Germain words: 
as Swppen Sacken kuſben, which they al- 
moft according to the Netber Germains 
pronounce , after the baſtard Germaine 
Souper Sacen,(wyHm, 

This I ſpeake tbat we may ſee , that 
nothing is cooftant or new in the earth, 
and that is true which Terence writt: No- 
thing is (poke now which was not ſpoke 
before; So nothing is done which wes 
not done before. $o that Ceraciius, An 
12 g'ppe 
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grippethinkes the invention of Gunpory. 
der, and uns was no new lavention; of 
which op:ini n © che {ito wr Volt 
ran ; in ths may be gaikered out of 
the fix! of Vurgils Encads , where tus 
he writes ot S4lmon : 


[ Salmon ſav with pane & torment Late 
No would 10:46 fi ime & and imnitaile, 
For ca ie foure iceds, with o c mn band 
Tb, eng E's Cutie & A Grecian Lend 
Did id in triumph, and commana that «ll 
Sh wid give bim honour and a dietie call; 
O mi. mine wh with bs Chariots nee 
Wou'd inte the might thunders Ve, 


And Sulurmony [hewes the fame al 
(lon; 'n che 34 pt. of Eccleſ. a+ ail» 10 
the iA: that what hath beene that («il 
bee, at bata tecue done, the lame 
[hail be de, neicker is there any tang 
Neuser ye Yuvrne, 

Tire is lumerhiog which is 28 if ir 
were new , vet was tat io auncient 
times which naih beeae before us. T bete 
is no meomury of former ages, ceither 
{Þall tbere be of thule that are ww come 
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am mgſt ho ate tobe; and alittle aficr 
thinps paft,ard things to come , ace all 
o yotteo,and the wile together with the 
f ol doe dye. la which ads what o: her 
thing would the preacher hoe then 
that all arts are tuhic& to cb yion and 
death 3 Neither can ihery almayes re. 
maire in the „ue, bu rope ber wit! rhe 
body Ceparts or per {heh by dearth, For 
Po!hing (| fav) car adhere wrt the l- 
mage of God , (I meane the Soule 
whichis Ike unto Gon) and coriit in 
death and hee; but what is „ey God 
and vis word, this is the onely endure 
able teure, and the meste of Frei nall 
Life: Not thar opinion and Art of 
Pilot phers, har the troe good of the 
minde and S. ule, which car bappen to 
n ober thing bor the word ; although 
Ide mt dene but that word appeared 
to tome of the Gentils , and taught 
them ; becauſe Gd is no veffettor e 
Perſons, bur a+ a common Light of foules, 
as the Sunne is the Light of the whole 
world; neither is the hard of God hort. 
ned, nor his eye envyous, thar he ſhould 
bot lovke upon the whole VVorld, 
I 3 With 
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Wub tbe ſame love, eye, and grace fine 
we are all alike the ſame workmanibipp 
of God, all of the ſame love, eſtimation. 
and authoritie u him. 

Heoce thou mayſt collect, that all arts 
(inveuted by men) are death, and fruits 
of the T rce of Kn wiedge of Good and 
Evill, For afloone as Alam bad eaten 
ot that Tree, the ſame day he dyed in the 
eyes of God;zs the biftoric declares ; als 

thovph afterwards a:cording to the 
fleſh bee lived many yeares ; as from 
heavenly marters the ſame day was his 
eyes ſhutt up, and he eat death, although 
in lis cure jzgement bs 05 were 
op ned, aug lic feemed to hy micite to be 
a ing God, knowing Good and Evite 
Tien brpan he to exercile his art, bis 
cunm.ny toexpound, di{putc and ſeeke 
cur 4 ralitious turle and CaPptious mea- 
ning n allctungs, and allo tv deale de- 
Celmuily with God, and in all things to 
h de h'mſelfe, to cover bimſelſe with 
Figge lead es, to kiſſe his owne hand; in 2 
wor d, to worthip himſelfe, by inventing 
many arts amonęꝑſt his poſterity. 

And out of this Roote ſpting up all 

the 
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the precepts of men, their expoſitions, 
their arts; and ſo excellent a foundation 
have they, as both the inventour and the 
authour of them was the Devii!; aod the 
ht Scoller that learned them, did cate 
death therefrom, 

Aad this Science and Art is utterly to 
be abhorred, being no other then a Dia» 
bolicall perſwaſton, conceived in Adam, 
formed and hid in the Secde of the Ser- 
peut ; And yet all the World, az Adam 
did,thinkes that Life is placed in it; i- 
ther doth it teceive any inſtruct ian itom 
Adam,neither indeed under ſtand the hi- 
ftorie of Adams fall, or his r:fing againe; 
and that whole matter at this day doth 
live yet, aceounting it but a Hiſtor ic long 
fince acted & done, and afterwards dare 
ſay the word of Cod enduretb for 
ever. 

Therefore wee muſt needs conſeſſe 
that nothing is paſt which in its Kinde is 
no! yet extant, 

W bole Moyles is urged upon Chri- 
ſtians , neither is one jott of the word of 
God loſt, which ſhall not be fulfilled in 
every moment in ſpirie & truth. 

J4 Therefore 
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Therefore the fall of Adam beppeneth 
dayly ; dayly doth Adam in bis pofterity 
este of the forbid {ei: fruit; And therfore 
his Sonnes in A am, as iv the roote, arc 
damned & dead, 

No this our fall as Adams, is amend- 
ed and repaired, it we ip t 6 and vo- 
mitt up this knowledge of gd and 
Eviil as poylon, an4 become as Atam 
was before his fall,Children Foules, and 
ionocent Turttles , that wee may cate 
of the Tree of Life, and ſuffet the Seed 
of the w man tobe ingrafred in us. Tris 
1s nn the vyeeds, the ert, witt, aud coun 
{- 1! of the Serpent ; bur the Sr ede, word, 
will, the ain de of God , the Tree of 
Life, which wholoever caterh, and lut- 
frech himlelfe ro be tedd ihgreowirth , is 
:l-wed with Eterna'l Lite. 

Nia at there is 8 Medicine with 
poylon ; For as by fone the Tree of 
knowledge of pood and Evill was plan- 
ted intro the heart of Adem, fo by his 
cooyerſi n, riſing againe, and deede of 
the Woman, the Tree of Life is planted 
by the Tree of death in the heart of 
Adam. From theſe two Seeds & trees lo 
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different, doe ſpring different Pruits, io 
as one is poylon and death, the other is 
Medicine & Lite; and if ane man would 
know that plant,which is called Mao, de 
may eaſily know what be ought to think 
ot his owne att, knowledge, wildome, 
2nd rightevulneſle , bow that this plea- 
ſeth all men, and is of great reſpe& with 
them ; For what is current with the 
world pur its owne coyne ? What bur 
the wildome, art, and righteouſnefle of 
the Fleſh, ſeemerh holie in the fight of 
men : onely the Holy Ghoft can repre- 
hevd che world of ſinne, righteoulnefle, 
aod judpement, 

It -» wonderfull to behould how the 
worl duch davly yet este death of the 
torbidden Tree; which tree you may call 
(as the Getmeide Thedlogie doth ) our 
own will ; and although God doe dayly 
cry aloud in them, and moreover provi- 
deth by the witneſſes whom be ſendeth 
to teach them externally, that they abftais 
therefrom, or otherwite they (hall reape 
death there from, yet done beleeveth 
but all follow that Serpent , which ſe- 
creily in our heatt doth ſpeake thus: 


]s Not 
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No: death ſhal you reape by any meanes, 
but if yu know many arts, you ſhall bee 
like unto God, and live tor ever; (this the 
whole hiſtorie of the Bible remaines in 
force at thia day) & from bence arileth 
a certaine art and curic ſitie, enquit ing & 
frarching out; Neither will any ſobmitt 
birdeltfe docibly and fimplie uato God, 
nad obey bis word, 

Bur every man will be bis owne, yea 
Gods Mafter too, acd teach both himlelte 
and God, bring him ioto the Schoole, and 
tdere preſcribe unto him, with whom, 
where, what, where fote be [hall doe, 
{pcake, permitt, or omitt. 

Hence it commeth to paſſe that wiſ- 
dome is jaftitied alwayes of ber Cbil- 
dtenʒ and thole men (killed in a thouſand 
arts, and above meaſure craftic,Gcd can. 
not ſatisfie , neither can he obtaine his 
Kingdome, or gettary love or right at 
rheir hands. Since they will be altogether 
Gods , and kifle their owne hands, will, 
wildome, prudence, and realcn, 

The art of the De vill, which is ſucked 
out of the Dugps of the Serpent, here» 
upun we compole mary buckes,defiring 
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to tesch the whole world , not knowing 
how to teach our lelves. 

From hence it comes that the proud 
Devill,alas l is buried deepe in Learned 
wen. whom their deadly knowledge doth 
lo dangerouſly puffe up, that they thinke 
the mlelves worthie all bonour, both from 
God and meu, and oftentimes if not in 
word, yet indeed they make their eſtate 
as Lucifer and Adam did. 

No man underftandeth bow we dayly 
become Lucifers and Adams, but thinke 
that to bee the relation of a thing long 
Ince done in Adam, and condeaoe his 
wicked pride ard tal, Shen nevertheleſſe 
we all fticke faſt vet head and cares in 
the (are, and yet deride others who in 
tis K ine are foolth, 

„Dies preach much the word and 
his precepts , but when they are tobe 
kept , indeed they are wantiog in this; 
yea what themlelvs doe ſometimes teach 
they will not (uffer others to ꝓtactile, 
bu: contented meerly io the bare words, 
ſo making the word of God nothing but 
a meete Art, a matter of talke and dif- 
butation, & bad tathet be called * 
an 
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#+d fearers of God, then lovers of bim, 


char not in yaine is che ptoverbe, which | 


tz verified by experience, teaching add 
confirming the lame: The greater Scol- 
er the worler Chriftian, 

The Gramerian is carefull that he erte 
not ia his ſpeak ing, but little regarderb 
the ettout of bis life. 

In like manner the Poets had rather 
bee lame in their lives then Þaltiog in 
their Verſes, Philoſophets wou'd know 
all thing, hut not themſelves, The Hi- 
Avrian deſeribeth all peoples, but neg- 
Ie&erh ſumſelſe. The Orator is more 
ſollicitous that be ſpeake not radely, 
then that he beleeve not, or live wicked- 
ly, The Logitian will ſooner forlake 
the truth,then leave his opipi-n aud con. 
el :\1-m, They that have any thing to 
doe with Geometrie, due looner meature 
the Earth then their wiyes. The Muſi- 
cian taketh more car= that his Song bee 
not d iſſopaat then that his cariage bee 
cm anne, Aſtrolopers travell over the 
le Heavens, and foretell things to 
come, bat {ee not the ditch under their 
fete. 

The 
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The Colmographer relates of all 


| M -untaines, Valleyes, Woods, and Ri- 


veis , but that makes him not one baire 
bettet ia the ſight of God, The Puifi- 
cian healeth ſick mens bodies, but ne- 
glecdeth the healing of his on (cules, 
Lawers are alone expcrt in the precepts 
of mens, but aegligently violate the 
Lazes of God , lo at the proverb from 
hence hath tiſen. Neither doth the Phi- 
ſi ian live, not the Civillian dye well, be- 
cauſe Phiſitiang of all men are moſt in- 
tempetate, add Civillians the vorſt Chri- 
ſtiaus ; and for that cauſe ( as B. ld 
being an expounder of the Law himlelte 
doth (ay )the mult part of them are taken 
away by ſudden death, 

Other Arts- men | will not here men- 
ti.n, but te fette you to Coraclins Agrip» 
pa, chap. ioo. 

So rae Devill doth compaſſe us about 
with the rope of folly ; inſomuch that 
lometime with one queſtion, ſometime 
with anuther arr, we be ſo amazed ; in 
the meane time wee negle& tbe onely 
leience of Cd, in which all things con» 
lit, eren as the Adulteteſſe . 
ben 
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when ber buſband 7aſox purſued her, 
cutt ber Children in peeces, & diiperſed 
their members in the way , that J.. 
might bee buſied in the gathering of 


them up , while {bee eſcaped out ot the 


Countrie, 

Alis, {hall death, ſinne, and the D-vill 
thus pleaſe us ? thall wee alwayes thus 
ſeeke God in hell with the Devilꝰ Light 
with darkeneſſe ? The living among the 
dead ? 

Oae thing is neceffary , and this no 
wan will de ſire; many things are unpro- 
G:able and anbealtbtull,yea deadiy; yet 
theſe are greedily deſired off, and devous 
red by all men. 


lo the word of God alone, and no ©» | 


ther thiag, are all tihuꝑs placed, neither 
therefore will it profitt thee to have all 
things, to know, will,ſpeake, ſurpaſle in 
2 diſpute off, domber. paint, a- 
dor, judge, teach al things, & c. Toknuw 


all things, isnothing elſe tuen to know | 


the arts of the Devil}, eaten by his coua- 
ſal of the forbidden tree; Onely ro know 
the ward aud will of God, and to live 
according unto it; to be fruitfull ty good 
workes 
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workes, is the tts art and eternall Life, 
eaten of the tree of Lite; in vaine, it is 
to koow all things, yearather iris bitter 
dem, at hath beene ſufficiently ſpoken 
oft before, 

Since therefore all the arts, witt,aod 
riphteouſnefle of men, ſpringeth from 
the trete of knowledge of good & eil, 
or rather from the Devill ; and therefore 
is the fall and death of Adam; it necefia» 
rily followeth, that the more any man is 
learned therein, and experienced , the 
higher he hath aſcended , the worſe and 
more perverſe be i; as hee who back 
made the greateſtproficiencie in the wile: 
dome and knowledgeof the Devil. 

And againe, tbe mote fooliſh a man is 
in this art, and iu the iſdome of the 
fleſh and the Serpent, and the more bee 
bath uolearced, forgotten, and empiied 
bimſelfe thereof, the more righteous he 
is,and wiſe before God: Forgre muſt al- 
together forget and unlestue this ficibly 
art, this curious ſagacitie, this Devilita 
rig hteouſnefle;And iu ſtoed thereof muſt 
leeme the onely new, contraric,and di- 
viac art, wildome, and rightcoulneſſe, by 
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the eternal] word,by the Sced of the wy. 
man uf the Tree of Life, of which whu. 
[ec cateth, {ball have etetnall Life, 
tur his cauſe the Scriptures doe lo ve- 
hemently urge new birth, Child.ſhaes, 
Foulithnes, hate of « mans Life, leny ll 
of bimlelte; which would nut be,it there 
were any thing that is good ui accept a. le 
to God in man be fre. 

No man thiakes of this, Hut all men 
being puffed up with their one arts, 
wirt, ighteoulueſſe, gooduelle, & c. t ec- 
ing lecure and without conſcience of 
Religion, and yer due cate death of this 
forbidden tree, that u of their owne will, 
witt, teslon, knowledge, goodneffe, and 
art, by that Seed of the SerpeE:,implanted 
in them. But God doth exact nutning 
but the knowledge of bimielfe, and that 
we would be obedient to bis Word, and 
{ubmitr our ſelves to be taught by him, 
which the Scriptures due ſometimes call 
faith,which bringerb us un d, he gets 
us ane, aud regenerates us, that theoce 
doe fl wv the waters of Life be fruits of 
the ſpirit , love, pescę, joy, a guilileſſe 
minde,and all o:ber good things , which 

we 
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the Scriptures doe ſometimes call faith, 
which bringeth us unto God, begets us 
ane , aud regenrrates us, that then doe 
v the waters of Life, the Fruits of the 
Sſurit, love, peace, j J, a guilileſſe misde, 
and all other good things , which the 
Spirit of God effectech and powreth iu- 
[0 us. 

TherforeThe Topic is the tru- Magick, 
the worlhip,& ſc ce of God, whichGud 
dotheqaally exact rom us ail, Aud this 
is the fame which Gu doth exact, reach, 
and effect by his Ward in chem, wha 
offer and (ubmice themſelves to that his 
word and ciemency to be taught. 

Theretore doth he ſo frequently and 
ofiẽ admuni(Þ us, that be might make it 
knowae, that in him alone is Life end all 
other things to be found , and that hee 
threainech and inflicteth great puniſh- 
meat on them that deſpiſe him, as many 
places of the Scriptures doe witneſſe, 
though the word of God is not tyed of 
bound unto them, as wee will prove a» 
none; yet they give good direction 
and teſtimony to the mind , if any man 

X can 
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can have the ſame & uſe it aright ; and 
yet doe much more, abuſe the Ciba 
then rightly ple them. Nevertheleſfe 
they are not to be forſaken any more 
then a mans wife, Caildren , meate, 
drinke, %c. all which may be abuſed, 
but yer wee muſt Ileatne to uſe them 
rightly, 


: 
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CHAP, XIII. 
Of the Maieſtie, of the free, con- 


114 46d eternall IV 114 of Goa, how it 
can be bound te nothing , included in 
nothing, nor buried in the Letter ; and 
al(o the a:fference betwixt the internal 
and the exiernall WW ord. 


; H E word of God is as God, infinite 
inviſiole, ine ffiable, a Spirit and Life, 
which no corrall man can ſpeske, lee, 
or beare , but as farre as is Lawfull to 
ſpeake of it after the msoner of men, 
and by ſimilitude, | 
The word of Gcd is nothing elſe then 
the gliſtering. the eſlence, the Image, the 
or me 
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forme and (plendor , as well impriated 
like a Scale into all Creatures, as more 
ſpecially into the hearts of the faithfall, 
which in all things is the cauſe of their 
being, io all beleevers reacheth, in al ic- 
ked men teproveth, exborteth , and con- 
teodeth and reprebendeth the world of 
linne , and which in the beginning did 
euligheẽ & informe the hearts of Adam, 
Abel, Noab, Loth, Abrabam, lob, Meren- 
rie, Je migeſlus, Plotimus (vrnelius, and 
all other uprigat-bearted Gentils. 

For though God giveth beeing, in, 
above, below, without, aud beyond all 
Creatures, aud is the effepce of all _ 
that bee; yet innotbiog is bee ſo clearly 
to he ſeene as in Man, whom therefore 
he created afrer his owne image , and 


pet fected io Chrift, 


Therefore as brightneſſe doth ſo 
proceed from the Light of the Sunne, 
as yet it is not ſeperated from the Sunne, 
but for ail that remaines in the Sunne, 
though it fill the whole world, and en- 
ligbten the ſame; So is the Sonne io like 
manner whole in the Father, and in all 
the Creatures. „ as the Light is in the 
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Sunne and in the while World; 

Therefore ir is called the brightneſſe 
of his Maj (tc, and the image or figure 
of his divine eile ce; Ot the lame ba- 
ture, ſuhſtince, and eflcnce with God 
So ab nothiog can bee (poker of the Fa- 
ther, wh:ich may not ally be verified of 
the word: God is ro where and every 
where, in zi] places,'n #'! thiags , and yet 
inc-mpreberfiile ab we aud beyond all 
things; Limited to nothing, ſo farre forth 
that whe heavrns ind earth are not able 
tcontaiae hm, nor all the Creatures, 
So is the word, 

Even the Light of the Sunne hath 
an rig ua, from whence it proceedeth, 
and a force & 3Aion into which it tend- 
eth, v hichoriginall is the Sunne it ſelfe, 
and wich externall active force is the 
beating or eplightning of the whole 
World, ot as the word of every man 
hath oriyiazil force and ſpirit , which 
ortoinall is man, whoſe expreſſion and 
image the word is , and of the fame 
eflence wich him, 

And thi-d'y, it hath an active force or 
ſpicic, which qualifieth tuis word, and 

makes 
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makes it either cheerefull, or avgrie , ur 
lortow full or diſpleaſed. So the originall 
of this divine word is the Father, ot the 
act ion, or active force, ot yertue of 10 i8 
called the Holy Gho tt. 

As therefore the Sunne, is light, and 
that active force of that Lipht , is the 
ſame, and as man his word, and the 
active force of that word, is the farce ; 
do the Father, the Word, ed the Holy 
Ghoſt, are one God, Wheretore notbivg 
that appertaines to the ir eſſeree can be 
ſpoken of one, which cannot allo be veri- 
hed of all, that is all ihteeʒ nd as they are 
of the ſame eſſence, loot the lame cone 
dition, diſp. ſitiun, and rg: ure. 

As theref tre Gud is in nothing, and 
yet in all tbings ; ſo alio is his almightie 
word, which is the ſame 2 as God is lo in 
all thiogs, yet that he cad be incleded in 
nothing, and ſo above all Creatures , as 
the Earth, Heaven, or any other Creature 
is not able to conceive or circumſeribe 
bim. And fo in all Creatures, as nothing 
is without him, or rather nothing there 
is that is not full of him. So is alſo bis 


Word, 
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As God can neither be ſpoken -or 
written, nor any man is able to declare 
wha: God is, but all thiogs which are 
laid of him, are but Images & ſhadows, 
] will not ſay as Tauleru and Dr, Eicka- 
ris lay, (ecing if we ſpeake rruely and 
propeily , the whole pature of God is 
farre otherwiſe then man doth or is abla 
to ſprake of him, 

Laftly, as God is a thing oppoſite, and 
contrary to humane cogitetion,and farre 
other wiſe tben he is conceived to bee in 
the thoughts of man; So alſo is the divine 
word of God. 

As there is nothing ſolittle in which 
there is got God; and againe , notbing 
ſo great that can receive or cirtumſetibe 
God. As octbing is (olittle but God is 
lefle , and oorbing ſo great but God is 
greater, beyond, witbour, below, & above 
all Creatures ; So allo is bis divine 
word, 

As the free, almightie, eternall, immu- 
table, omniſcient, incompteheuſible, in« 
viſiole, and unconceivable God is the 
beeing of all things; So as as all things 
conſiſt rather ia him then in, and by 
theme 
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themſelyes (a Taue and the Go wain 
Theelogis in a 1000 places doe avouch) 
add is none of thele thipps which can be 
leeae or comprebended by ſence or ex- 
pietied by ward ; So bis divine word is 
tiec 10 all, avd beyond all, bound unto 
gutbing , neither tyed to the ptilon, or 
letters,ur cover of the Letter, concluded, 
iacluded, and ſo tyed unto it, that oibers» 
wile it is oo where ; even the follow. 
ing Poſition and Sentence of 8 Learned 
man divively inſtructed doe ſhow. 

As the word is covered and bidden by 
the Letter, (oit is opened and cevealed 
by the ſpitit. 

Hence it commeth to paſſe that the 
Letteti be 25 cloled or ſealed Bookeg 
{v a> the dark Lettet, except it be opened, 
doth flay 3; but the Spirit doth quicken, 
and the Letters are as a certaine Image, 
void of Life and Spicit: that is a printed 
and dead expreſhon of he Spirir - there- 
fore they want Life, (excc pt the ſoule of 
the ſpirit be preleni) and doe erte. 

Thetefate the Lettets cannot be the 
word of God. Since the word is farce 


other wile an other thing then the letters; 
K 4 For 
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For itis a ſpirit, truth. & life; bur the let. 
ters are cõtraty: fleſh the letter & death; 
yea the letters it they want the Ligbt of 
the word, arc an « ſtence; & if they want 
the foule of the {piric , are « ſtumbling 
block. 

Ther fore the Letters are an otherwiſe 
thing then the word;zthat is,tbey are not 
the Sword of the Spirit, but a ſheath; 
For 8s the wombof the virgin conceived 
tur word, ſo the Letters, 

For the word 1s clothed both with 
A-ih & with the Letters,that Seede of 
Avrahem layeth hould of the Scriptures 
or Letters, (for they are both one,) and 
againe is apprehended by tbem; but the 
{pirit is not apprehended in the fleſh of 
Letter of the Scriprures. 

The cauſe thereof is this : the fleſh ot 
Letter cannot containe , conceive , Or 
comprehend the Majeſtie of the word; 
yet even as it was ſo in the fl-{h, that the 
Maj: ſtie thereof did not appeate; (0 it is 
in tie Letter, that true neither to all, or 
to any one that ready, is it obvious and 
opparent. 

T bis is witneſſed by all Learned men 

18 
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in the meere Letter, ſince the world 
began, who neither could know,finde,or 
comprehend Chrift in the fleſh , nor tbe 
word inthe Letter z which they ſhould 
have done, it Chriſt in the fleſh, or ander 
the miletie of the fleſh had beene known 
noto all, nor hidden but manifeſted ; and 
the Leitet had beene not the covering 
my ſerie, but the true living and enlighi- 
aiog word of God it lelfe, 

As therefore the flach was not the 
word, but the cover thereof , and a cer» 
taine yreat myRterie 3 So the Letters ate 
not the word properly, but the Lhell,cbe 
backe and cover therevf, 

Tue ward was made fleſbly afſump- 
tion, not mixture, and ſo the tame word 
is made Letters , yet not ſo as the ſame 
can bs (aid of the Lettats, as of the word, 
but as in acertaine Seale. 

Thertore ſo farre are the Letters from 
being the word of Gd, that they onely 
be the fipure and barke thereof. 

For the word is not that which is ſpo» 
ken by the Letter, but that which is ex- 
pounded by the Holy Ghoſt, and ander- 
ſtood onely of the Faithfull. £ 
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For iris a ſpirit, truth. & life; hut the lets 
ters are cõtratj: fleſb the letter & deaths 


yet even as it was ſo in the fl · i, that the 

Maj ſtie thereof did not appeare ; lo it is 

in tie Letter, that true neithet to all, or 

tu any one that reads, is it obvious and 
opparent. 

T bis is witneſſed by all Learned men 

18 
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in the meere Letter, ſince the world 
began, who neither could know, finde, ur 
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Thertore ſo farre are the Letters from 
being the word of G Hd, that they onely 
be the figure and barke thereof, 

For the word is not that which is ſpo» 
ken by the Letter, but that which is ex- 
pounded by the Holy Ghoſt, and ander- 
{tood onely of the 


Tber: 
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T herefore the Letters doe paint out, & 
{h+dow out; aud after a certaine mavner 
lei forth unto us the word, and expteſle 
lometbiong , but are not the word , al- 
though they be (puken and expteſſed. 
For the word did not aſlume tbe fic{h 
that it is not out of the Reſh. So it did 
act fofall into the Letter, that it is not 
out et the Leiter Fot there was the word 
whea there was no Letters; aud the lame 
will temaine after the Letters are pe- 
tiſboed. 
Therefore as the word was never 
lacluded end circumſcribed in the fle(b, 
neither is it in the Letters, 

For ſo it was in the bodie, as it never 
yet left heaven, and io the ſame manner 
1: n ſo in the Letter as yet it isevery 
where, 

Therefore the word is io the L-trer 
alcogether, but not «ll, Harcupon we ſee 
that tbe letters have been exerciſed wich 
a continuell encreafe and addition, 

Therefore tbe Letters ate the Image 
of the word , and not the word it ſelte; 
And if they be, they are alcogerber a 
written, and a dead, & not a living 8 

of 
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For there is atwofould word, one that 
quickoeth, viz, the Spirit, another the 
Letier, which is ſaid to kill and lay, 

The living word is that which in- 
wardly teachetb,and maketh us to fructi- 
tie ; the dead word is that which in the 
Fleſh aud Letter is propoled unto us. 

The living word is a true Light, which 
enlighineib all men, and therefore a te- 
generating ſpirir, becauſe it rene weth all 
things. In a word, it is the power and 
might of God, which giveth unto us that 
knowledge,ſence,ſoule,and Life, which 
is from God, A certaive brightneſfe of 
the face of God , which calighroecb us 
from above, & imprimts iu us the wnetion 
of the Holy Gboſt, by which it teache ch 
and io ſtructeth us in all thing; But the 
dead word arc the Letters, that ſcaled 
booke, and dead Letter, ſenco, and will, 
which is the word of the fleſh, not of the 
Spit it of God, 

The true and living word is that 
which God begecterb in us, and the ſpirit 
of God effecteth in us; But the dead and 
Litterall word is that which tbe Letters 


how unto us and men pr nd, 


176 The forbidden Fruit, 

Thefefore be doth cor alwayes want 
the word who hath not the Letters: For 
he may have the interior who wants the 
excerior word, to witt, the Law of God 
written in our hearts, 

Hence it comes to paſſe , that no man 
Bath ablolute neede to be taught uf /an 
other , or to admoniſh his brother con» 
ecrning the knowledge of God. 

For al theſe {ball know,from the leaft 
to ihepreateſt, andere all the Diſciples 
of Chriit divinely taught. 

Tris writing is notprinted with ioke 
and paper, but written with the fi get of 
G.-4 in te tables of our hearts. 

This is the Doctride of the truth, and 
th» i: {piration of the Spirit, to wit, the 
p'0vecicall breathing, the iuſp. cation of 
the >piric, and the true art of God. 
Moreover, hee may bave the living 
word of God who wants the dead of the 
Leiter; and che thing fricife who wants 
the ſigne, tharis the Life of the word, 
though be wants the deed Leiter 3 For 
two chings ate cheifly to be conſideted in 
as words 


The 
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The firſt is the diſpoſition and dature 

of the word , which is a certaine Light 

iorended for theenlightning of men. 

The ether is the action of it, that is the 
ſpirit, which giveth action and operation 
tothe word, For the word bath not 
onely a knowledge, bat allo a certaine 
action, it is not onely a Light and 
ſplendor” in us given from above but 
allo Life, 

Tue interior word contaiveth both of 
theſe which ſometimes is called the 
Kingdome of God, lometimes the Spirit, 
lometimes Chriſt dwellipg io us, For it 
is not onely a Light, way, and guide, but 
alſo Spirit, truth, and Life ; that is, vhich 
net onely teacheth man that be may un- 
derftand , but allo moves him that hee 
workes, 

But the exterior word is farre from 
this priviledge, and bath farr a different 
nature ; For it is nothing elle but g 
certaine forme & figure of the interior, 
J will not ſay « {ſhadow, Therefore 
the interior words, as it is the onely live- 
ly, ſo it ls the onely true word , as being 
the truth aud life, 
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Bur on the contrary the exterior is 
nothing but a killing Letter, and a de- 
ceit full figure of the wr rd. 


Hence it ariſeth. the Letter (as Chriſt) 


becomes a certaine ſnare to wicked men, 
a ſtone of offence, darkeneſſe, nut Light, 
death, and not Lite. 

Theretore it is neceflarie, that be ſide 
the exterior word, the interior be ſought 


after and knowne : S'nce the exterior 


deceiveth a man with its ſhape, is death 
and darkneſſe, unlefle the Ligbr & Lite 
of the ſpirit bee together preſent with 
it, 

Moreover , the exterior ſuffereth a 
man to be ſluggoufly and idle, except 
the power of the interiour bee preſent 
with ir, Therefore the interiour word 
may be without the exterior, as the exte- 
riour without the interior. 

Therfore it doth not neceſſarily follow 
that a man bath the word of G d becauſe 
he pretends and hath the letter;as on the 
other fide ir followeth not, that eh who 
witerh the exterior word or letter, vãteth 
alſothe ioterior, true, and heayevly word, 
which is God bimlelfe. For he doth not 

alwayes 
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e]wayes want the word whobath not the 
Lerter ; For the Letters doth onely give 
a reftimony of the word, fo farte are 
ih y from being the word ir ſelſe; yes 
they are ſcarce the [Image of the livin 
word ; Much leſſe are they it, which 
neither can be written nor expteſſed by 
words both which is incident to the Let- 
ters, 

Therefore the Leners are farre from 
being the word of God,yea all the word, 
though ſometimes they bee called the 
word of God ; as the image and picture 
of a man is called ſometimes by bis name, 
even as God is ſometimes called man, & 
the word fleſh: not that God is wan, or 
the word or ſpirit is made fleſb, by imi- 
tation, appellattion,and permixios; So as 
what is (aid of one , may be verihed of 
the other , or ſoas God ceaſe to be God, 
and to be truely chavged ivto men , as 
that water in Cana Galilee was che 
into wine. 

Or ſo as the word is ſo fleſh. es nor now 
it is not the ſpirft, or the word but fleſd, 
in no wiſe, 


$60 The forbidden Fruit, 

The word is got ſo ip the Letter, that 
they be one and the ſelfe fame thing, or 
fo as the word ſhould have changed ir 
ſelfe in 6 rhe Letter; and yer well and 
rightly te Letters are calld the Word 
of God ; fo as (3. d is called Min, ard 
the Word fl n; alih Mg to take plus 
perly, neither is the ward of God chũged 
into Letters, nor God into Man, nor the 
word into fl-{h, 

Therefore buch theſe way be true, the 
Letters are the word et God, at d the 
Letters are not the word of Gud, ; 

Now although the Letteis are ſome- 


times in ſome reipe the word of Gd, 
yet truely are they not the ſole, nor alto- 


gether, not all the Word of God ; yeaif 
we ſpeak properly, they are not the word 
of God , which either can be pk en or 
writes; and that the Letters are not the 
lole word of Gud, may be made knowne 
by cis That many things beſides the 
Scriptures are revealed & inſpired upto 
many, and many things are ſpoken and 
ritten by them which are got contained 
openly in the letters, yea which ſomtimes 
are contrarie to the dead Letters. 


| 


4 


[4 
* 
* 


= 


The : 


mm p<, . 


— a = A. TT... i 


The forbidden Fruit, 164 

The Prophets, x N ſe, & Chrift, 
and bis Appoſtles, whole words ſeeme to 
be contrary to the Prophets, what the 
bave written of the Temple , the Sacri- 
hce, Circumciſion , aod of the viſion of 
God. 

Moreover, the true word of God hath 
beene from all eternitie; yes even before 
any ſcripture was, (as I have (aid before) 
& it will be hereafter h the ſcriptures 
are periſhed, Therefore the word is 
improperly in the Letter and fl-ſh, and 
tbetefore it is improperly ealled fleſh ot 
the Letter; Fer my word (ſaith Chrift) is 
Spirit and Life, 

Therefore the word cannot be that 
word which is fleſh or dead letter; wher - 
fore though the word truely and indeed 
is onely iu ſpirit, as io which it onely 
livetb, yet it is allo in the fleſh, but yet 
weake if there it bee alone without the 
Spirit and Life, | 
It is alſo in the Letter, but altogethet 
dead, unleſſe the Spirit doe quicken it, 
a3 the ſoule doth the bodie; and it ĩs in 
both, and yet not truely, and if truely, yet 
nat all, and onely, and lively. 

* Fe L Now 
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Now, although the word is ia the 
Spirit lively and true, yet after a more 
peculiar & excellent manuer it is in the 
fleſh then in the Letter, althougb the 
Spirit bo pte ſeut with the Letter, and 
lend a head, it teacheth nothing , bu 
when the ſyitit dwelleth with the fleſh, 
it not onely teacheth, but alſo maketh 
alive, and but ſteth out into workes. 

So the letter of the Law brings meu 
to oo perfeRion,alchongh it be the word 
of God, as alſo the Scriptures fpoken by 
the mouth of God, and written by bas 
finger ; For the word of the Law did 
teach the knowledge of the precept, bur 
did Hot give man u will and ſtrength to 


fulfill the ſame , but the word whichss ' 


made fl: h giverh life to beleevers, 

H-nce it commeth to paſſe, that the 
fl-/h in'/pired with the word and tpirit cf 
Gad, wills and doth keepe che Com- 
mandemeart of God, 

Theretore the wud in the Reſh doth 
onely give an Example of life, when on 
the contrerie it leaveth in che lettet all 


Chiogs idle and ſleepie. 
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But in the Spirit it truely ſtiert up 
the beart and affections towards tbe 
Law, for the Spirit is the life aud ſaule 
of the word, and therefore the word it 
ſelfe ; but the fl:ſh is a certaine imi- 
tation of the word, the letters a certaine 
printed picture avd Copie of the word, 
Wherefore the written word is not the 
true word, hut a cettaine image thereof; 
ves the Scriptures pronounced in words 
ure not the true word of God, but one ly 
a te ſtimovy thereof : For the Scriptures 
had beginning in time by occaſiep, but 
the word was from all eternitie, Adde 
to which the Scriptures doe lead men 
into etrour, except the interpreter, viz, 
ibe Spirit be preſent, 

Aud they are a ſealed booke , and a 
perplexed Laborinth, uoleffe the Spitit 
be preſent, as the Treede of Theſis , to 
to guide us, and as the Key of David to 
Open unto us, 

Hence it comes to paſſe, that mavy 
men ſeeing fee not , and bearing heare 
nor, and as who know the Scriptures, and 
pet neither know nor upderfiand. 
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Therefore we confetle that the letters 
are a certaine image and figure of the 


word , yet they are not truely the very 


word , becauſe they are but onely an 
image & tigure thereof. 
T his is the reafon wherefore we ad- 


mitt do other word but what is anſwer- - 


able to this Image or Example of tbe 
Scriptures , and to the true and ſpiritual! 
ſence. 

Therefore the Scriptures are as the 
Index or golden Scales of the word, fo 
they be urderftood not according to the 
dead letter, but accordivg to tte minde 
of Chrift and will of the Spirit. 

Therefore we rez<R not what is agree 
alle to the true meaning of tbe Scrip- 
tares , lo we doe not deny whar is not 
contrary unto themz For wholoever is 
not apainſt us is of us, 

Therefore we deny not the exterior 
word, written ot ſpe ken, ſo doe we con- 
firme the interior or living, ſo it is wee 
grant the maiftery and union of tbe 
Spirit , and doe not deny the goift of 
Prophecye and interpretation of the 
Scriptutes. 


For 


| 
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For the word hath ſomething to come 
and ſomething obſcure & difficult to the 
fleſh, That which is to come, tte Spirir 
taketh it of the word , and declareth it 
unto us, that which is ob'cure & bard to 
be under ſtood, it dayly teacheth unto us. 
and leadeth us into all truth, Thberetore 
goder the oame of the word of God, ile 
Letters are not onely underftood, but a1 
prophecies, viſions, dreames, unctiaus, io- 
ward ſpeak iogs, Doctrins of the Spi: 1: & 
revelations if they be frõ God; alto hat- 
ſoe ver holie men by the inftin&t of tle 

ſpirit have either ſpoken or done. 
Therefore no man muſt adhere pe- 
remptorily to the onely letter ; where che 
Holy Ghoft is, there is libertic , and the 
free word is bound to none, Moreover, 
the Holy Gbuft ſuffeteth no rule or limit 
to be prefixed to it in its owneztherefure 
to nothbiog it is tyed but to it lelfe, that 
is, be not contrat ie and diſagrecing to it 
ſelfe, as therefore mavy things come ac d 
are ſpoken frõ Goal which (nay not the 
thoulaud part) are writtE in the {cripturs; 
So many things at this day happen & are 
ſpoken by God, whicb are not writter 
And 


L ; 
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And yet ne vettheleſſe they are the word 
of G d, and wrought by bim. 

Add to which that many things there 
are det written, nur expteſſed in words, 
Sbich wee yer receive for the word of 
God, aod onely by band as it were , bave 
feceived tbem trum our Forefathers, of 
which kinde are the abropation ot the 
precepts of the rſt covnicll , teres ed 
after by the Holy hett to the Church; 
So as the Church was freed from the 
lame; Of which things wee notwithe 
ſtanding have no written or expreſle 
d. 

Chiriſt himſelfe taught all in word, and 
ict pothing , and commanded his A- 
p -ftles ro preach, not to write, 

And the Church is begotten rather by 
werd then by writing, 

M-reover , the Doctors & preackers 
of the new Covenant were cailed and 
iadeed are the Minitters of the Spirit, not 
of toe Letter. 

By al! theſe it is manifeft,that the free 
and (wifr Spirit is not tyed unto letters, 
nor the Doctrine of the Spirit can bee 
included into the Jayle, priſon and 

| corner 
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corner of the Scriptures. 

Therefore althongb there bee many 
bookes of the Law, ſomething ſome- 
times may change to come in handling 
of which there is no expreſle Canon or 
Law to be found, but it is to be excogi . 
tared and ruled by reaſon, 

So oftentimes ſuch a rare thing bappe» 
neth, the letters doe univerſal forſake 8 
man, that they cannot teach, comfort, 
guide. or appeaſe him; but s man muſt 
neceſſarily repaire unto God, and con- 
ſult with the pecaliar word of the Spirit 
by prayer, to comfort and ſtrengthen tut 
weakned conſcience ; For it is not ſuffi 
cient to have the common call and word, 
except a man have ſpeciall, proper, and 
ioward call, which yet is not contrary 
voto the common, 

And although the word of God is al. 
together one, and undivided , yet how 
much thereof a man hath received by 
faith,ſo much of it is his; aud this is bis 
word; His iſfue the Word of God is, 
as God bimlelfe , myft be made every 
ones by faith. 
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No otherwiſe tbea whereas the Light 
of the Sunne is common ; yet as much 
as every one is erlighined tberel y, ſo 
much is the Sunne his, aud no mort; So 
as much as every one bath of God and 
his word , (> farre is he his God, and ſo 
farre bath he God and bis word, which 
are common to all, peculiar to bim- 
{:lfe, 

Therfore the letters are farre weaker 
then to la: isfie a troubled conſcieuce in 
the offences thereof, and to make quiet 
age; the lively word of God muſt doe 
this, and this hogour hah God relerved 
onely to himſelſe, neither will he petmiit 
it to the lettets, vr any Creatures what» 
ever, Moreover,the H ly Ghoft wilt not 
be bound or captivated in thoſe that are 
his, nor be ſubject to the maſteric of any 
one, not ſuffet that it ſhould be taught by 
any writing or mouth of man, but will it 
ſelfe be the light, the Doctor, maſtet, cap- 
ta'ne,and ina word all in all things, 

Mureower,he who uleth the Scriptures 
for a teftimony of that worke & ſpirit, ſo 
hee doe it according to the minde of 
Chriit; not interpreting them accordiog 
to 


—— 
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tothe interpretation of the Scribes and 
Puariſees, doth onely uſe the Scriptures 
aright, according to tbe will of God, ac» 
cording as he oughr; all others are meere 
abules,and the worſhip of images, as the 
whole world buſies it ſelfe in the Scrip- 
rures , and eſteeme them to be their A- 
pollo, as it the Holy Gboſt & God were no 
longer to be conlulted with, concerning 
any affaires, but onely the letters, 

lo a word, here they enquire and have 
all things; bete with the Pbariſees whey 
think to ba ve life; neither will they grow 
by an others mans harme , nor will they 
lee bow blinde, impious, ignorant, and 
dead they ever have beene in all ages, in 
divine things, and inthe word of God, 
who have beene the moſt Learned , and 
coul all the Bible at their fingers ends, 
havicg for all that neede to heare and 
learne the ttuth from Chriſt; So darke 
and deadly are the Letters, which tbey 
make their Idols, t 

Paul calleth the Letters death, but 
they lite; but indeed they are etervall 
darkneſſe,death,znigme,allegorie, aud 2 
ſcaled booke, 
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Voleſſe thou have tbe living word of 
God unto the Light, and in tbemrelie 
upon the H. j Gh 

inſpirer, interptetet, guide, and maſter; 
and yet many of them dare make the 
booke to be open hen as yet they can- 
tot agree in the expoſition of it. And 


from thence doe as many SeQs and Hee | 


veſics ariſe , as Readers and Heads dog 

attempt to teade it, 
| But know thou, and bave ĩt as a thing 
moſt true, that they are cleane onely to 
the cleave , Spirituall to the Spirituall 
the Word of God to them whoare 
Cod, and Religiouſly ſtudie tbem by 
the direction and guidance of tbe Holy 
Oboſt, whom they carie alwayes with 
tem, and put as a Light into this, other» 
wiſe darke Lantborde; lo as by ihe 
the dodtrive of the Spirit & direion of 
u they bring more light unto the mʒihen 
they receive therfrom;wbat they receive 
therefrom is nothing elſe or no other but 
a certaine Teftimonie of the Spirit of 
them and all Doctrine. 

The Fereans uſed the Scriptures 8s 
Count would have them to bee uſed: 
2 


oft ; For thy teacher, 7 7, 
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(Afts 17.)Search the Soript ures, (alth he,) 
in which zee thinke yes bave Eternal life 
Jb.. But be thinkes otberwile ; For U 
\ followes, they are they which te iſte of mug, 
| that, | am the Life and Word which ſpeak» 
eth unto you, oh . 

As therefore we graunt that the Scrip« 
- tures are the rule of the word & jud 
of ipirituallthipgs ; So in no wile will 
we remove out of the Church, the word 
ot God, and unction of the Spirit. 

For even as wee defend the Majeftig 
and authoritie of the word of God 42 
gaioſt the dead Letter, ſo will we main. 
taine the maſterie of the Spirit agaioſt 
the executioner of the Letter. 

And ſo doe we grant the fulfilling of 
the ſwift and hort word, as in the onely 
precept of loue all is contayned, both 
the Law and Prophets be comprebended 
therein,we ingenuuuſly confeſſe. 

Wherefore as wee doe not take away 
the word of the Law, but coofirm it: So 
we doe think that ſomething is yet dayly 
to be opened in the Church, by the 
unRion of the Doctors thereof;the ligne 
and carneft not of that which is neceſſary 
80 


— 
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to ſalvation, but co the guift of Prophes 
Ae: and the hidden interpretation of 
the Scriptures, 

Since Chriſt never forſaketh his 
Spouſe , but is alwayes preſent with ber 
unto the end, Matb. a8. and being ever 
inthe midſt of ber, doth guide & ditect 
ber, 2 Cor. 9. 


This is the reaſon her fore we doe not 
force or include the Majeftie of the word 
af God within the narcow priſon of the 
Certers, 
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| C/ the Tree of K nevvledye of Good 


& £:44, tf wot 4H mLLXx 4 
yei all Mackind dot cate death, 
| AMorcover, ) 

N | How ot this day it is forbidden to every 
one 24 well as to Adam, And how toes 
2 Tre,that is the wiledome of the Serpent 

planted in A4, is that great / 

| and that many 64. BeH, mentioned 

in Dun and the —_—— » whom 


the whule world doth worſhip. 


LASTLY, 
Hoe ii ſbewed what is the Tree of Life, cons 
trary to the mſdome, righteomſnefie, and 
knowledge of all mankind: With a 
| deſcription of the Majeftic and 
nature of Gods Word, 
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CHAPTER I. 


What ts the Tree of K nov viedge of 
Good and vill. 


Will not much contend 
with them that would 
have the Tree of Rnows 
ledge 0; Good and Evil, 
according as it is in the 
Scriptures to be a N. 
| tara Tree, which being 
| planted io Paradiſe, bad that nature de- 
vinely * unto its that who Hould eate 

1 thereof , their eyes ſhould be opened to 
view iber ſelves, and they be made Gods, 

and lo know bot Good and Evill : per- 
; baps Gud would teach = both in- 
wardly and outwardly , and what bee 

| e inwardly io his 
— that he would propoſe outwardly 
to bis eyes for greater teftimory ; but yer 
A 2 I de- 


"Af 
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I deſie of the u, tus the y wiuld grant this 
unto me, that as the thing was dune out- 
wardly-, ſo the ſame to have bappened iu- 
wardly in the heart of Adam,that there hee 
was tempted by tbe ſeed of the Serpent to 


bave the guiding of bis owne will and na- 
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ture, not to be ſo void of knowledge and 
act e n, as to be ſubordinate unto God. That 
I ih ould fothinke,two reaſons or caules doe 
eſpecially move mee. 

The t. is, that the Seed of the Woman 
was t»breake the head of the feed of the 
Serpent ; but as anaturall and living Ser- 
pent, wbele head was broken, of that Seed 
we doe notreade of any : bur as even 
then the Seed of the woman was ſpiritually 
ia the heart of Adam o in the ſame manner 
was the ſeed of the Serpent, for man at the 
firſt was created good, not of God but of 


— 


notbing, and for that cauſe doth he ture 


bimlielfe al wayes from God , and bend 


downewards to bis owne nothing and | 


auncieat Fathers, but eſpecially Tanlertu, 
doe judge to be ſinne, Satan, deatb, & bell; 


2 vanity againe ; which nothing 1 with tbe 


and this perhaps was that devill, inbabiriog * 


in Adam, as allo in Lucifer, 
The oxber reaſon is this, which the fcrip- 


ture 


ac 
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ture doth teftifie of the Cutie of God and 
the Heavenly lerulalem , that Paradile to 


be in us: but God alone and bis omniꝑotent 


Word is out Paradiſe,the Tree of Life, and 
the Temple wherio we inbabir,walk,ſerve, 


pray, &c. as wee are on the other part the _-F 


Temple of God and his Paradiſe, In like 
mafier — even now the whole 
world both great and ſmall ) doe worſhipp 
in their heatts, of which the ſcriptures make 
mention in the Apocalips , as allo the Tree 
of knowledge of Good and Evil is io us, for 


the exterior world, & whatſoever out ward. 


ly is. to be ſeene or is done, 1s onely an accle 
dent and a certaine ſignity iog hgure ot the 
true and interior nature: and there is no- 
thing true in all thoſe things which are ſeeu 
with the eye, that is ſubftantiall ; for it be- 
hoveth that the forme of this World periſh, 
becauſe ir is nothing el'e but an imaginary 
world, and a figure of the right true eternal 
and by it [elfe the conſtant world ; therfore 
it is expedient that all theſe things in their 
courſe be done over againe,which through- 
out all the Bible are related outwardly and 
fignificantly to have beene done, and yet to 
this day after their manner, the Hiftorie of 


© — — — 


the Bible, Aeyſes, and the Prophxu, are ſpi- 


— 
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ritvally and it uely ot f ce, but all things 
arc br ughi into the iruth by Chrift, and it 
it is e xpeuient, that all the prophecies,which 
ba ve been fron! the beginning of the world, 
. which God bath ſpuken by the mouth of 
9-5 his Saints, de againe reiterate>: Thercfore 
$7 that Tree was nothing elle then the nature, 
y will, knowledge, and life of Adam, whereof 
be ought not to eat. That is not to atttibute 
any part of it to bimſelfe : But freely and 
willingly ſubmitt himſelfe to God ; ard 
know nothing but what God would know 
io bim; doe nothing but wbat God would 
doe io bim; ſpeake nothing but what God 
would ſpeake in him, & c. Whereby with. 
cut any impediment God might exerciſe 
bis Kingdome,will, nature, and power in 
him, that being void of will, wiſdome, and 
koowledpe, be might have notbing ef his 
ou ne, « rarroy ate any thing to himſelf, chis 
Could, this was p ler ſing to him. and 
thus he & 4: maunded, To this opinion the 
G 1m πι Uiyinity aſcents: Tue ologya Ger- 
#4-164,,470.cap. Which faith that this tres 
95 is nothing elle but our oi e will & know-: 
ledge of a hich alone in the Eartbly Para- 
dile if the weuld of our hearts, we are not 
de cate, but acouut it uc forbiddeo , unleſſe 
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ve deſire to dye, ot cate death from it. And | 


now when Adam was fallen, and had eaten 


of this tree, tben was it planted in bis heart, 


& the ſame was derived iato all his bough $ A 
T be 


and fruit, lo that t e lame caſe, word, pre · 
cept, and interdict, i> commun to all h s ho- 
ſteruy, we all bave eaten death, vvhuluever 
acc in Adam, and this uncurre Red poyl..n 
have vye received from the det peut, bei g 
evill Egges of an ev Bd. 

Hence may every man eaſily perceive, 
bovv each man is the greateſt cnemy to 
himſelfe,and vvhat bee ought to eſteen e of 


bimſelſe, his vvill an derſtandirg, vv:f- 
dome and knowledge, ſince it is the Cu 
Q I 


— 3 — — — — — 
broken in our latte; it f ehoveth that II 


things ( vbich Citcumciſi un in the old, and 
Bapiil 


me in the ne w Covenant doth hgnify) 


which are hereditary and va urall from A- 
dam ſhould dye in us : that we ſhould la- 
bout co unlearoe, and put of all things, as; 


if they were death and the devil] ; that is | 


our will, wildome, and tighteou nee, &c. 


with which as with fi gleaves Adjm Nove 


to cover himlelle: for this i fiane aod th 
Kioge of ſinge and death , that is to cate 0 
mom” 
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this forbidden Tree, and toarrogate any Ot 
thing te a mans ſelfe , as his will, nature, afſtal 
and underſtand:ng , or himlelfe ; But alas, not 
alas who knowes this, or beleeves this, who tb 
abandons or is weary of his one will, un» yet 
deritanding,or knowledge, a hen will men eo 
give a farewell to them : Give a Farew# 

lay ], why every one delights bim ſelte n Wl 


K bis own imaginat ions, & ſweetly ſlumbring in 
recreats his ſoule in bis own wiſdom,know- ye 
led ge, workes, &c. the Tree is fay te to the th 


eye, and pleaſant tothe raft: Here all man- 

kiode as Adam bimlelfe doe taſte dt att; 
But yet no man knowes, no man thinkes of f. 
this, but every man judgeth it tobe right, 
and the fleſh eſteemeth ir to be the Tree of 
Life. That is to follow its owne pleaſure _ 
and opinion of Good, which is falle: To 
know much, to finde out much, to learne | 
many ſciences, and finally to become a God; 
Neither dove any conſider , that this wis 
Adams eſtate and morſell, that bitter moriel | 
of death. i 
Hos doe we ſpeake and talke of Adams | 
We miſery, and yer not marke that the ſame is | 
, in us; We can talke of his eating, aud | 
wonderfully deteſt it, when notwithftande | 

Ig we doe the lame that be did. 


O man 
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O man, «ho art thou that tt us prepare ſt a 


aſtaffe for thive owne ſhoulders , and pro- 


nounceſt a Sentepce againſt thy ſelfe, while 
thou condemneſt thy Father Adam, and 
yet conſidete t not that ibou thy ſelfe art 
enlnared in bis Nett. 

Here propound and conſider what our 
will is, our koowledg is, our wildom is, &c, 
in wiico wee lo inſolently boaſt our lelves, 

yea and by which we imagine and ſuppoſe 
that we can come uvto God, when not- 
withftand:ng ic is nothiog , nothing elſe 
bu: death it ſel te, and the bitter Fruit of the 
forbidden Tree. 

Is there any amorgft all men who under. 
ſt ind this > Woo can away with this? To 
deny,pur off. fearefull to reft in their owpe. 
will, wiſdome, knowledge, &c. No: doe 
not moſt chuſe and extoll them as — 


and Eternall Life, when notwithſtan 


| they are nothing but Ecernall death. 
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C HA. II. 


Why the Tree of knovyledg 


and EN A mortal & Surbodeit hs, 


19 S may be eaſily anſwered | y that 
which bath beene before related, Gud 

( tight it is) would be in us both L-1d 
and Mafter; and io the lame, will «uke, 
due love,omitt,thicke, Bec, thertore (houuld 


we be free from al theſe things of this kid: 


ſo that we ſhould ka, or due nothing, but 


what Cid bimielfe would know. and doe 


in us. Which reaſon even againft i's will, 
doth conte ſle to be equity tu hm (hat con- 
cludes and proves it by tru- th; for at is 
more cquall then that the Porte have ſo /wll 
a Dmin10n ever bu pe, that none of them 
challenge any the le. ſt autt ocity to theme 
ſelves, {ines they were not their oe m 
kers; the ſame is our condition: God alone 
is called the God of un:icritinding, knows 
ledge, wildome, & c. wv h.retore hee alone 
will know all things in us , and by confe- 
quence nothing but himſelte ; if therefore 
any man will taſte of the Forbidden Fcuit, 
and ſo know himielfe, be made a 3 of 

me 


eof good. 
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himſelfe, ſtand upon bis owne bottome, and 
ſo be bis owne God; it is neceſſary that 


together with Lacifer,he fall into the hell of 


death, and like the Dragon be caſt done 


from Heaven, becaule tbe Fruit ef that For- 


biddea Tree is death, Wherefore God 
would know onely bimſelfe in us, and 
for that caule would base one to know no 
other ſcience, efteeming this only neceſlar 

to life: and will teach the ſame to us, if fo 
be we will obediently attend bim: 1 bat is 
know one iy God,praile him, pray to, and 
beate bim, which things I lay he bimſelfe 
would woike in the obedient : For this 
cauie the Wile Man ſaich: ( Wiſdom 5.) 
„Lord to know thee and woderfiand rhes 
„is all tighteouſneſſe. In which hee juſti- 
tics many, and by conſequence much more 
„ his owne: Let rot the Wile Man boa 
„ bimſelf in his wi'-4om,nor the flrong Man 
42 in his ſtrengꝑth, but in this let every man 
„ boaft that he knowes me, fſa.53. In. 9. 
W hick thing God by the mouth of his owne 
Cbriſt, /ch..7, calleth Eren Life ; For 
from tbis knowledge , roote, and Tree of 
Life, proceeds all whatſoever can be called 


od or is revely goody This is the onely | 


_ 


— - 


*& *FouUeaq 


* 
— 
_ 


- a At —— we 
” 


| The forbidden Fraie; VM 


In , 

and true Rey of Dayid , which ſe openeth "led 
that no man ſhuttetb, &. 4 "7 

* n 
CHAP. III. 23% 
+, ba 
Of the abuſe of all things , hovy all |" 
thun gs are unclean to the unclean fleſh: yea thoſe | ) 
things which in themſelves are cle ane; F* 
and wh fore that curious fleſh de- ( 
ſireth io know much; and on the , 
contrary,how men- ought to t 
know nothing but God, * f 

and for God, and uſe 
all things in God, 


T HAT loſt nature of man, who in the | 
Scripture is called the Fl:ſb , is an in- 

ſtrument ſo impotent to al things, ſo vile, & 

obſcure,that l Eser Belrber ta have. f peak 

or doe any thing. but abuſeth and de tileth it 

by touching, becauſe he converts all thing: 

(which ate from God, in whom truely they 

are) to himſelf as bis proper owne: although 


hee oupht never to be his owne, No not. in 
that which is his owne, but therein to bee 


lubiect to God, Neither ought be to chal- 


lenge to himſelſe that wiſdome and know- 
5 ledge 
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eth Hedge that is in bim; but to have all things 


ſe 


lelfe 83 wy owns, 


tree in bis God, as if he bimſelfe bad them 
not. But this he doth not; but arrogates 


bimſelfe to bimſelfe, and will needs be, 


have, and know bimſelfe, and this is the fall 
and degeneration of Adam, and bis poſteri- 
ty, in, and with all things with them. 


Aga ine, the true and onely uſe with, and 


' in all things, is thus: God would that Adam 


ſhould know nothing but what hee would 
know in him , ſhould be nothing but what 
be would be in him; ſhould doe nothing 


but whathe would doe in him; ſhould baye 


pothiog but what hee would have in him 
This would not Adam, bur all thoſe things 
be arrogated to himſelfe, as bis owne , or 
rather be himſelf would be all theſe things; 
This is the fall of Adam,and the abuſe a l 
things in all things, by all aankinde, to the 
end of the World. 

The abuſe is, I ſay, to arrogate any thin 
to mans ſelfe, as his — £& Yor to alete 
the lame freely, as though be had them not 
but to ſteale and uſe them from God, in and 
to himlelfe, As for Example: if bavin 
Money, Wife, Children, knowledge, life 
it ſelfe, yea my ſolfe, ] challenge thele 


wo uu we 


8 Mug 


to my 


P55 / M 
4, 


} , ' in, +: t. Wowes that gg. 
$ 3004144 ert. e d tat ei: -m,and ay» mach: 1 
#5 in me is, veeld them u to d, bot Why 
BY kw - my naue them, ther | may k ep, ei 
* det nd , and n- url fle or fortake them, 
(whenn + wirhRtandinsg they are Gods and 
not mine) thi is the Fill of Aim and his 
theit . beg the af ue of al clings. inbred in 
the fl., : wntill man be tra'flated into a 
new kinde of eſtate or condition, wheree ft 
fore it is behoovefull that we be hene a new, 
doe vomitt up the Fruit of the Tree of 41 
Konowl-dze of Good and Evitl : And all 
theſe things which wee baving ft len from 
God as theeves,doe challenge to our ſelves, 
ad fo forgetting them reſtore them againe 
to God; this truely is the teſurrection and 
converſion of Adam; and by this meanes a- 
lone ſhall the Fall of Ada be repaired % 
amended, 


ys ® = 


7 
"Tk If 
=y 


z ledge, &c,remaine nothing in my ſelfe, neĩ · 
Windicate,deliver,or claime any thing to my 
Rlte(becar . whatſoever I hate. , Kom, 
— . | 
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hat ce, Sc. all are of God,) no more then the 


chACw dub for ber milke , the Tree for it 
Wes Bird tor its lorg ; but wholy refers 
o, Tivg all biogs ro God, od have, know, doe 
Mm, 3 be nothing but in him; Thus the 
1d redeemed, free, and pei fed Chriftians, bave, 
1's krow doe, &c. all things the y p«llefle,wife, 
* ehildrev, lite, knowledge , wildome , lub- 
Nance & c. yea and themſelves alrogetber 
freely in the Ltd: neither doe they attri- 
bute ary thing to themſelyes ; even as if 
f fu. were nuthirg , had nothing, knew no- 
4 


bog; fur they kuov that God it is, who is, 
, knowes , and dot h all thoſe things 
„ uh ch they are, k now, ot does fo the Chri- 
an bath his wife in the Lord, that is dofh 
{ Jn challerge ter to bimſelfe as his owoc, 
= {bur freely de (igneth her to God, whole ſhe 
fis, and from whom ſhe is lent unto him, 

v hom he is willing tore ſtore whenſoever ic 
| {fhal leaſe God rurequir ber, & as he never 
chelletgeth ber to timſelfe as bis owne, 
even ſo be evererj yes ber in God, and in, 
ard for God, loves ber;T bis P & David 
calls ir,to firg, rejoyce,marie,& bavein the 
Lord: that is to reduce all things unto God, 
in biw,koum,love,baye,bec,doe all things, 


„ 
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God: Whether hee love or hate bis Wife, al 


neither detract any thing from God as my 
proper owne and right, 1 
And whoſbever hive not thus their} hy 
knowl dge,Wife,Children,ind them'elves 
in the Lord, they offend in this: becauſe. th 
they love them, it being a carnal] Love out th 
of God; And ſo farte are all things #iclean u 
to the une, that even his praycrs are fia, = 
unto him,yea bis praiſes of God. Faſts, Ora- * 
tions, Supplications, God d-ipileth accor . = 
ding to the Prophet: And altbough hee be - 
bountiful to the poore , yet he duth it in 0 
vaine, Breefl» , what he doth, he doth it in] fe 
vaine, it is not pleaſing but diſpleaſing unro) 4 
Children, and N-ighbours , whether hee N 
chyde or pray, all things are uncl-ane unto} , 
bim, Wife, Children, Feilds, Lands, Money, 8 
— — fame, ſufamy, life. death, — 
nawledge, leataing, yea God himſelfe. - 
And laftly, he is uofitt for any thing that is 5 
good. By himſelfe, be is e vill, ſiafull, and 2 
nothing. And what ſhew of goadneſle ſo- th 
ever is ia him, it is tained by an hypo:ricl | 
Call eye and affe&ion ; Therefore its nc 
matter what be hatb, knoweth, or doth, hee 
is a Veſſell of ao price, au evill Treezavpro-J; 
8 8 ficable}- 
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* fitable for any good woke, fince both 
eit his mind and conſcience is dep ved. 
e I herfore before al things n ry; 
that with Vice mm they be « 019 «g ein, 
that ol chings with them may bec.m new 
unto tbem, the fl h mutt be chang : d in- 
* to the ſpitit, & ſo cc aſe to be fle. For it 
is ſo impure and every way defirous uf 
by its owne gaine, and lo infected and de- 
' praved with the p yion of ſiane, that it 
. drawetb all things to ut ſelte, ſetketh it 
. | ſelfe in all things, and arrogateth that to 
it felfe as its0wne, which it knoweth, lo- 
„verb, or duth, and bath all things under a 
"a i faife pretence, & out of a love to it ſel fe. 
en Neither doth it love any thing but what 
is pleaſant and profitable for it ſelfe, But 


4 a Chriſtian loveth an unproficable, ſicke, 
and loatbſorne Wife for God; ard bath 
ber not for his pleaſure or profic only, but 
for Gods will & pleaſure, 
The naturall and fleſhly man doth no- 
thing but out of a love to himſelfe, and 
Iv batſoever he doth, be hath an eye and 
reflecteth upon himſelſe, and in what he 
fees pe can finde to delite bimſelſe in, he 
is willing to meddle with that. 


fe 
ut 
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Hence 
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Hence it is that the boule of ſorrow, (| 
poverty, baniſhment, troubles, ſickne ſſes pf 
and reprebenſi ns, and whatſoever hee j 
lees barſh unto him, be hates no leſſe 
then the D-vill doth the croſſe of Chrift 
Jeſus; But whatſoever is excellent, great, 2 
plealant, bewtifull, & c. to this he cleaves . 
as faſt as the clay to the wheele; Whereby 
| be may enjoy what be ſaw and deſired in jr 
p them, la 
> Breefly , he doth nothing but out of @ / ,, 
love to himlelfe, and in what he dotb hee . 
1 cballengeth the chiefe part to himſelfe; > 
Ie, chat in all bis actions both withGod | 1 
Ji and Man, hereſpe&s nothing but hie f 

owne profit: and pleaſure,which if he be þ, 
deprived off, he looſeih bis cheerfulneſſe 
and alacrity of ſpirit, and becoms ſorow- 


4 
* 
: 
- 
- 
* 
5 
- 


— — — — 


fc 
fall & delifts ro worke voy further, what g 
theretore can be done by ſuch a mau as | jj; 
this but what is uncleane. 22 
47 But the regenerate man being borne f n. 
of God, doth quite cantrary in all his ac- ff be 
tions, be is defirous of the common pro- ff , 
fir, being alrogerber ſo affected and dit-F in 
poled as God bis Father; He doth no- ff j 
thing but muſt freely ſubiected oo 
Guy, 


* 
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God , ſuffteth him to doe and care for 
all chings in him; ſo that it followes that 
in this man is the meere nature & work 
of Godzand he or rather God in him re- 
paires to the humble, poore, ſicke, and to 
to thoſe that are in the houſe of ſorrow, 
to help and comfort them: by whatſoever 
God hath either given him, or doth work 
in him as bis ſubſtance, milke, and conſo- 
lation, and in all thoſe things be lookes 
Up''n Aw other thing but only God 3 who 
rather in him only lookes upon himſelfeg 
Neitber 1s jt che. an , bat God inthe 


Mea , cu ie. 


| ceſñties, l. vt s, prayes, heares, worſhipps, 


bonours, wills, and poſſeſſeth. 
Thirdly, Adam would know, and ther- 
fore labouts for much knowledge, end {o 


1 Eates of the forbiddery Fruit, that he may 


live and become a great one, eve God 
and for this only end the whole World 
now a dayes applies it ſelfe to all ſtudies; 
becauſe it deſires not to dye in obſcuritie 


and oblivion, but to live and floriſh nat 


in the lower degrees of eftimation , but 
in tbe chiefeſt ſeate of reputation and 
konour, and with all to kaow all chings 
B 2 thax 
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that poſhble it can, that ſo it may be 


made famous, and thereby be gl.ritied 
and delighted therein; wbereforc every 
day he works more and more to encreaſe 
his knowledge, by which he may be more 
avd more emminent, greater, and more 
I ke unto God; that it it were p. ſſible to 
know mote then God , that with La- 
eiſer he might be equall with him; Bur 
that this ambition was the fall of Lucifer 


no man will conſider; butevery man in 
thoſe proſecutions, diſputations and ſtu- 


dies, for knowledg ſeeketh for life, when 
indeed there is in them nothing but bit- 
ter death; which both in Lucifer, as alſo 
in Adam moſt manifeſtly. doth ap- 
peare, 


Truely it is a wonder that of this for. | 


bidden Tree of Death ; every man ſhould 
be ſo mach deſirous to eate; Gods will is 
that we know notbing , but what he will 
know,write,and teach in us; and that be- 
Ing void of all knowledge, prudence & 
wildome in our felyes , wee become 
fonles, wee remaine under him as fooles 
and babes; but we buſie our ſelves about 
the obtaiuivg of many theulands of 
Scicus 


be 


ed 
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Sciences, and tresſure them up unto 
our ſelves, as if in them our life conſuted, 
that like to God wee are ignorant of 


nothing, and all fleſh debreth rather to 


be like unto Ged then to Chriſt. 
But onthe contrary, Gods will it is, 
that before this bee, we as Chriſt was, be 


! deprived of every thing that is our own, 
and be wholy ſubiect unto him: Have, 


know, doe, love, bee nothing, but what 


God bath, knowes, doth, loveth, is id us; 
For by this privation and deny all, will 


God draw us unto himſelfe, make us 
like God , and teach all men wif- 
dome in him , and not out of theme 
ſelyes. 

Therefore the knowledge of Chriſt 


in Men is quite contrary unto this 


| For hee bath knowne votbing , doth, 


or wills to know nothing , but onely 
God , this is his rejoycing , for this 
only cauſe doth bee learne ſciences, or 
rather doth God in him; And to 
this with all his endeavoure and 
freopth doth hee apply himſelfe: that 
as in Alam hee was made{omethiog ,' 

B 3 even 
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even ſo in Chi iſt aud with, Cut ſt he may? 
be brought to nothing agaιä3s· U 4 bis 
knowledpe and ſcicnces, even as it were 
foolith4s & ceadly poylon, he may vo- 
mic up agaiue, & eſte em as nothing ;tbat 
be may w pe out of the tables of bis heart 
all buman arrogancie , having action, 
knuwledge and ſcience: to tbe end that 
nothing may remaine there,but only that 
which God teacheth and by bis owne 
koger writeth. | 
Breefly , a true Chriſtian is a cer mine 
bare naked thing, who with Socrates knowes 
nothing but this, that, be knawes nothing; © 
In theſe bleſied and unknowing fooles, Gad 
will know all things, it ſo it be, man know 
how to empty himſelfe, and to caft away 
the baſenes of bis old ragges ; But the 
fleſh for this onely caule doth learne that 
ir may be ſomethiog , or rather be all 
things, know, have, and doe all things; | 
wheras the ſpiritual man learnes only tor 
this cauſe, that be for God he maj be made 
not bing to bimſelt & all other creatures 
whatſoever, that thereby God may be all 
thiogs io him: know, have, doe, love, and 
lire in him; this is behoovefull to bee 
. knownez 
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knowne;rhis is che true uſe of all thiags, 
and for this only end ongbt we to labout 
to know any thing. 

But every fleſhly minded man, , who 
belongs to the Kiogdome of Satan, and 
lyes captivated under his power, thinkes 


do,  farre otherwiſe ; and defendeth quite 
hat contrary . and therefore is in the fight of 
bat God fooliſhnes,wickednes,finve,and Sa- 
nue tan; From whence it is that he efte-meth 
' Their wiſdome to be foolifhnes, their lite 
ins to be death, and righteouſnefſc ſiane, ac - 
ves eounting their love no better then ha- 
g tired. 
or Fourrhly, the naturall man hath many 
wu | goods, wife,Chileren, life, riches, know. 
ay 7 ledge, wildom, will, glory, honour, name, 
he and all things as his owne proper, theſe 
at! hearrogates to himſelfe ; to theſe he ap · 
all! plies bis minde ; theſe are pleaſant, pro- 
„ firable,and deare unto bim. But if they 
OT | be taken from him, and God exact his 
le | owne, then the theefe appeares, neither 
es will hee willingly ſend them apaine: 
i he turnes himlelfe , and ſeeketh for all 
id | fafegards and wayes of eſcape, and means 
e whereby be may retaine them ſtill, aud 
G3 | B 4 aware 
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award God the proper owner of tbem, 
who now exacts them of him: the whule 
World lyes lick in this miſery, aud thoſe 
things that are Gods, are abuſed by men. 
And hat is common to all, or rather ac- 
commodared from God, he labuurs as 
much as in bim lyes to make it bis 
owne , and whenloever hee is toreftore 
apaine , be doth it very unwilling- 
But if it be ſo, that that which he hath 
ftolen from God , is now no longer pro- 
fable or delitefull unto him, he then 
ſarrenders it of his De, accord, And if 
it ſo bee, God giveth it againe into his 
own bolome, and if it be Gods will, hee 
{ball retaine it looger, yet a ill he not re- 
taine it, if he be able to reſiſt it, by com- 
pulſion; if hee have it, it is with great 
re ſiſtance, ſo that before Gd he rather 
wilfull cafts them away, then retaines 
them. 

So is it that the fleſh , which bath all 
things out of God, « ftends ip all;and be- 
cauſe it apprebends al things out of God, 
it neceſfarily followes , that althongh it 
baye all thipgs, yet bath it nothing, F X 

Ra 
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what can it haye wow wanteth God, the 
eſſence of all chings , ud in whom all 
things fubiſt ; Surely they can be ng 
pther then like Tantilus Sicic u, & Me. 


1 Aga id, hat can he want who hath 


+ "Hence it is, that often times thoſe that 


ſee me to bare all tbiogs, have truely no- 
_ , and thole that bave notbing, may 
ruely be ſaid to have all things. 
* Onthe contrary , the e Max bath 
notbing but only God, wherein he can 
glory ; neither doth he any way claime 
any thing to himlelfe but God; As for 
that which God a ives him, be uleth it 
tor Gods ſake as his guift and reward, 
ready to render it every moment, as it 
ſhall pleaſe God to exact t; For he can 
willingly reftore that whict he did never 
claime as bis own, but as God did give, 
or rather lead it unto bim o that he wile 
liogly permits God at bis plealure to al- 
ſume it from him. Breefly, he uſeth all 
things as the traveller doch his Inne, or a 
fre ind money, committed to his cuſtody, 
ready every hours to reftore it back. 
V This 


God, aud in Him all tbipps,, Hate that” 
'GoT'is all in all _ 


* 


